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Chronicles prepared according to documents from the  
archives, A. Bisegger, W. Rohner, Hans Rohrer, Martin Schwarz, 
Franz Gut, protocols, annual reports, AC newsletters, personal 
conversations.

After 60 years of «Ambassador 
Club», is it not high time to address 
the history of the club, its develop-
ment, its objectives, successes and 
setbacks? Unfortunately, a lot of 
knowledge will be lost if we don’t 
document it retrospectively!

No one can say for sure anymore 
why three men decided to set up a 

men’s club in the summer of 1956 in Bern and why 
they decided to call it the «Ambassador Club».

What is certain is that on 31 August 1956, Werner von 
Niederhäusern, Dr. Paul Hess and Hans Feuz founded 
the club. The first statutes were written and they said:

«And so the international Ambassador 
Club, as well as the Swiss AC and the AC 
Bern were founded.»

The founding principles were once explained to me by 
H.R. Ramseier (founder of AC Bern 1957) in response 
to my critical question: 

“…why are there no specific responsibilities such 
as social service?”:

“You’re right, actually. In today’s world we might think 
differently, but back then people consciously avoided 
establishing American-style clubs. Ten years after the 
war, “friendship” was more important to us.

“... people have to talk with each other, …
approach each other, …acknowledge each 
other, …lend each other our ears!”

A magnificent idea, born of the aftermath of the 
madness of the Second World War, is to show people 
how important mutual understanding is. The idea is 
certainly still valid. Whether this is enough for the 
future, however, remains to be seen. We’ll do our best.

Steffisburg, 31 August 2016

Heinz Pfanner 
AC Thun 
IAC Secretary General 2001–2013 

FOREWORD
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60 years of the  
International Ambassador Club.

Dear Ambassadors,

Sixty years ago, in 1956, the 
Ambassador Club was founded 
in Bern. The humanistic ideals 
of freedom, human dignity, 
tolerance, solidarity and trust 
served as the basis for the 
formation of an international 

friendship club. A club in which many things are 
possible, almost nothing is  mandatory and is based 
on the initiative of its members – can that work?

Sixty years of club history,  
with 27 countries in the meantime,  
have proven it can work!

Our 60th anniversary is certainly a good reason to 
celebrate and to take a look back at the years gone 
by. This chronicle illustrates how the Ambassador 
Club has grown internationally. The information 
presented is unfortunately incomplete, as not all 
the minutes are available and not all the Secretary 
Generals maintained the minutes with the same 
precision. Nonetheless, the chronicle provides a 
good overview of the successes as well as the 
setbacks during the development of the Ambassa-
dor Club. Some will be reminded of the friendships 
they experienced with Ambassadors from all over 
the world, and others will discover what they have 
missed out on and what they can look forward to 
in the future.

It is clear that we can’t know where we’re going, 
if we don’t know where we come from. With the 
help of this chronicle, now that we know where 
we come from, we can approach the future togeth-
er, which will certainly be different from the past. 
But these basic values and friendship are fundamen-
tal elements that will continue to be a part of this 
future across all boundaries. I’m looking forward to 
the journey!

I’d like to take the opportunity to thank everyone 
who, since 1956, has worked – even lived – for the 
Ambassador Club. I’m especially grateful to those 
who assumed responsibility at the regional, national 
and international level for the Ambassador Club and 
dedicated themselves to the success of our collec-
tive idea. A special thanks goes to Heinz Pfanner, 
who not only worked at every level of the Ambassa-
dor Club, but also compiled this chronicle.

Franz Gut 
IAC President 

WELCOME FROM FRANZ GUT
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WELCOME FROM DR. MICHAEL MOERCHEL

Since the founding of the Ambassador Club 
International, 60 years have passed. 

At that time, on 31 August 1956, 
Hans Feuz, Paul Hess and Werner 
von Niederhäusern came together 
in Bern/Switzerland to found a 
friendship club. They consciously 
decided not to follow the Anglo-
Saxon pattern of service clubs, but, 
rather, wanted to make the interper-
sonal relationships the foundation 

of their club. According to the first statutes, the focus 
was, among other things:

 “The Ambassador Club strives towards 
the free development of people with all 
their skills, creative energies and individ-
ual characteristics. […] The Ambassador 
Club expects openness, mutual respect, 
willingness to help and trust, that’s 
friendship.”

Our founding fathers are, as Swiss citizens, members 
of one of the oldest democratic states. Freedom as a 
value is a part of their world view, as well as autonomy 
and the protection of human rights.

Ten years after the Second World War, Europe had the 
opportunity to commit to precisely these values. The 
idea of a peaceful European continent took a long time 
to take shape back then. The values of the founders 
are valid even today and makes up the core of our club 
idea. We want to overcome boundaries, not only 
geographical and political boundaries of countries and 
states, but especially the mental boundaries that are 
defined by prejudices, intolerance and bias.

The 60-year history of our club shows success and 
setbacks which nobody experienced quite as intimately 
as Heinz Pfanner, our long-time Secretary General. We 
are grateful to him for taking on the task of preparing 
our archives and for providing a chronicle that impres-
sively describes the events of our club over the past 
six decades.

Founded as a men’s club, our Ambassador Club has 
become a community in which women’s clubs and 
mixed clubs are unfolding in a lively club life. We 
operate in many European countries such as in 
Germany, France, Great Britain, the Netherlands, Italy, 
Austria and Sweden. Finland has an Ambassador Club, 
but we have also established clubs in the countries of 
Eastern Europe, as well as in the Czech Republic, 
Slovakia, Hungary, Romania, Latvia and Ukraine. There 
are now ambassadors in the US and in Asia. We can be 
proud of this development.

The aging of the Club friends and the spirit of the time 
are making club growth complicated. Yet I look to the 
future with confidence. An engaged and lively club life, 
friendships across language and national boundaries 
are being maintained. The brisk visit to international 
events provides valuable encounters and memorable 
experiences. Let’s look to the future. We have been 
called to help shape it in order to develop friendship, 
tolerance and humanity. 

 

Warmest regards,

Dr. Michael Moerchel 
Past President of Ambassador Club International
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BERN 1956

 

31.08.56

Why three men made the decision to set up a men’s club in the summer of 1956 in 
Bern and why they decided to call it the «Ambassador Club», no one can say for sure 
anymore. Apparently, there was an Ambassador Club in Basel in the 1930s and 
1940s. Correspondence was sent to the addresses provided, but no one wrote back. 
In Bern, on the other hand, the idea resonated quite quickly and within a short 
amount of time, over 30 interested parties were found.

According to the protocol, Werner von Niederhäusern, Hans Feuz and Dr. Paul Hess 
met for the first time on 17 August 1956. The statutes of the “International Ambas-
sador Club” were drafted line by line in P. Hess’ home and two weeks later, on 31 
August, the three gentlemen met again at W. Niederhäusern’s home to discuss the 
statues and approve them. The protocol states:

”And so the international Ambassador Club, as well as the Swiss AC 
and the AC Bern are founded.”

Publisher Hans Feuz receives the task of printing the promotional material in a 
 tasteful way.

The idea of the AC 
 started in this house 
and the meeting of 
founders took  place in 
the old Feuz printing 
house next to the 
 publisher there today:

Hans Huber  
Länggassstrasse 76  
3012 Bern

IAC President Michael Moerchel and CHAC President Ruedi Burger visited  
the founding room in 2015.

Third meeting in Café du Théâtre (this is still the club premises today):

Protocol for the International Ambassador Club (IAC) 
Die statutes for AC Bern, NAC und IAC are officially approved. 
The activity scope of the NAC includes the country of Switzerland and the 
 Principality of Lichtenstein (CHAC).

Election of the management committee: 

President W. von Niederhäusern

Vice President Hans Feuz

Secretary Paul Hess

AMBASSADOR CLUB,  
FOUNDED IN 1956 IN BERN
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DUES

RAC 
NAC 
IAC

1958

1958–1960

1959

 

Dues 
Initiation dues CHF 150 (CHF 50 each to RAC, NAC and IAC)  
The annual dues for the NAC (CHAC) to the IAC is set at CHF 50.

Annual membership dues: 
AC Bern incl.10 dinners CHF 96, CHAC CHF 50, IAC CHF 24 = CHF 170.  
Designing club insignia and letterhead, planning club activities

The board of AC Bern will take on the responsibility for the NAC and IAC until further 
clubs are established. 

1958
New board 1958 – 60 President Theo von Mandach 

  Vice President Hans Feuz

  Secretary Paul Hess (all Bern)

  Committee members Hans Steinemann, Dr. Weber

This board is responsible for Switzerland, future NACs and the IAC. 
The board is authorized to provide additional members later on. The first connections 
in Germany and Austria are positive. 
Messrs. Scheidegger, Hess and Stadelmann have the authority to decide on a club 
insignia.

1959
1959 the IAC runs advertisements in German and Austrian newspapers in order to 
find interested parties for new clubs. Reactions from Austria are poor, but those 
from Germany are better. The board decides to hold orientation meetings in various 
German cities in April; the president and secretary will be speakers. The invitations 
to regional meetings go out to a dozen German cities. The same meetings are 
planned in Vienna and Innsbruck. With this move into the northern and eastern 
neighboring countries, the Swiss club has begun to expand into the German-speak-
ing regions not long after its own launch.
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1960

CH

D

CH
 
 

PROBLEMS
IN AC BERN

1961

CH

IAC

1960
By 1960 Switzerland has been able to found 9 RAC: 

1956 Bern 31.08.1956 35 (until 4 March 1961) 
1957 Lucerne 24.10.1957 28 
1958 Basel 28.03.1958 27

1959 Zurich 09.04.1959 15 
 Biel 10.04.1959 11 
 St. Gallen 17.04.1959 20 
 Geneva 04.12.1959 24 
1960 Lugano 17.05.1960 12 Lucerne founding 
1960 Zofingen 27.12.1960 8 Lucerne founding

Number of members 1960  =180 
– Bern new as of 30.11.1961 18

1960 IAC President Th. von Mandach is able to report to the board on successful 
club establishments in Frankfurt (1.7.1959), Karlsruhe (8.12.1959), Berlin (27.4.1960) 
and Münster (3.11.1960).

“Favorable conditions”– although probably too optimistic! – are thought to be had in 
the United States. Nevertheless, the decision was made to create a strong base in 
Europe before taking the leap across the Atlantic.

CHAC board 1960 –1962: 

President Guido Ebneter AC Lucerne

Vice President Paul Hürlimann AC Lucerne

Central Secretary Peter Gübeli AC Lucerne

  Eduard Waldburger AC St. Gallen 

  Georges Grosjean AC Geneva

In September 1960, Secretary Paul Hess (AC Bern + IAC) tells of his plan to resign in 
spring of 1961.

The AC Bern has problems!
In 1960 there were major disputes among some members of AC Bern which 
unfortunately cannot be cleared up.

1961
On 14 January 1961 the CHAC ZV decides that under President Ebneter: ”Either 
Messrs. Feuz, Hess, von Mandach and Steinegger leave the club, or AC Bern will be 
dissolved.”

In the AC Switzerland protocol, dated 4 March 1961 in Biel, it states:  
The RAC Bern has been dissolved! And there’s no longer an IAC board!

President Dr. Guido Ebneter is left to report that the IAC board, as a result of the 
dissolving of the AC Bern, has resigned. The election of a new board is crucial due to 
the upcoming founding of an NAC in Germany.
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IAC AS OF 1961

BERN NEW

 

NEW CLUB
RAC BERN

30.11.61

TRADEMARK ”A“

OTHER CLUBS

The delegates of AC Switzerland appoint the following people to the IAC board:

IAC board 1961–1963:

Willy Ammann (St. Gallen) President (picture)

Georges Grosjean (Geneva) 2nd Vice President

Gallus Bärlocher (St. Gallen) Secretary General 

The 1st Vice President is reserved for Germany.

– The funds will be managed by the Secretary. 
–   For now, DV meetings are planned for every 

two years.
–  The RAC Biel is applying for a “reestablishment of 

AC Bern.” In the current clubs, people are very 
depressed about the dissolving and welcome the 
request for a reestablishment. 

There is a big discussion: 

– The difficulties experienced by AC Bern most likely the result of rapid growth.
– Three groups had formed with different perspectives.
– The selection of new members must be done carefully. 
– The club should be founded by men outside the club.
–  The RAC Biel will be responsible, as the ZV was unsuccessful at the mediation 

proceedings.
–  They will be supported by club friends from AC Luzern and St. Gallen  

(Albert Bosshardt, Eduard Waldburger).

The RACs of Lucerne, Biel und St. Gallen have advocated heavily for the reestablish-
ment of AC Bern. The reestablishment is working with some members of the first 
club.

The second founding of AC Bern took place on 30.11.1961 with 18 members.

AC Bern President Kurt A. Widmer

  Secretary H.R. Ramseier

In the minutes of the CHAC Assembly of Delegates from 7 April 1962, the RAC Bern 
is already listed as a member again.

As of spring 1961, a submission was sent to the Federal Intellectual Property Office 
for the legal protection of the name «Ambassador», «Ambassador Club» and the 
signet («A» on a globe), but without success, unless the logo is being used as a 
manufacturing brand.

There are already clubs in the US with the name «Ambassador». For example, an 
association of flight millionaires (over 1 million kilometers flown), «Ambassador Club 
Portsmouth (USA 1933). In London, there is a company named «The Ambassador» 
(export). No problems are expected because of the name however.

Establishing official contacts with Rotary or Lion’s has been unsuccessful so far.

With the participation of a strong IAC delegation, the establishment of AC Germany, 
and at the same time, AC Frankfurt, was carried out on 1 July 1 1961 in Frankfurt.

Willy Ammann
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ACD
FOUNDING
01.07.61

W. AMMANN’S  
SPEECH

IDEA

W. MALCHOW

H. HEINE

How the development of the AC in Germany came to pass: 

It began in Frankfurt am Main with an advertisement in the Frankfurter Allgemeine 
Zeitung on 5 February 1959:

 
”Progressive-minded men“ – who are self-employed or in managerial positions 
were encouraged in this ad, which came from Switzerland, to join a club in order 
to “exchange thoughts with open minds, as well as to expand their horizons in 
exciting events”. A club with and international focus, based on professional 
exclusivity and that was politically and religiously neutral, was offering “a number 
of qualified men” the opportunity to join a dignified society.

It was an advertisement for the International Ambassador Club (IAC), whose headquar-
ters is in Bern, Switzerland.

In his address, President Willy Ammann outlined the Ambassador ideas: trust, coupled 
with openness, honesty and tolerance, willingness to serve and act in this vein, love 
of peace, striving for inner happiness, security, balance; bestowing kindness instead 
of acquiring goods. «We can and must offer help with what the world offers us, help 
to apply it for the benefit of all mankind, each according to his own strength... in a 
world of freedom and human dignity;” Forming an elite (not just «numbers»), a select 
community. «In this community all our differences of character, experience, knowl-
edge, activity or personality should not be blurred, but rather through mutual support 
and supplementary assistance be formed into a harmonious whole, both inside and 
out.” Internationality means understanding representatives of different nations, taking 
responsibility for human rights, having faith in the goodness of mankind; development 
of the individual in the company of others; «Let us all turn the Ambassador Club into 
an instrument of true humanity.»

The welcoming speech of the President of AC Frankfurt, Dr. Wolfgang Malchow, 
makes it clear that it is a great honor and pleasure for Germany to be in this union 
after so many «dark» years.

Even K. Heinrich Heine, of AC Karlsruhe and Chancellor of the ACD, refers to the 
European idea in his excellent speech, praises the Swiss initiative and hopes for and 
wishes a bright future for the ideals of the Ambassador Club.
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1962

IDEA

STATUTES

F

A
I

CH
DUES FOR IAC 

1. DK
MEETING

26.05.62

1962
In the constant struggle for both the definition of the Ambassador idea and the club 
objective, it is remarkable what was mentioned in early 1962 in the preface to the 
statutes of AC Munich:

«Local Ambassador Clubs maintain the integration of respectable people in positions 
of authority. It is not the economic, financial or social attitude, but rather the aspect 
of humanity of the individual person that is decisive for membership. Open-minded-
ness, willingness to be tolerant, respect for the personality of others as well as 
friendliness and a helpful attitude and advice are the foundations of members’ 
connection to each other; they are the objectives that they all want to maintain 
during discussions, lectures and other events. Those looking for material benefits 
will not find what they are looking for at the Ambassador Club. «

The statutes of the ACD are approved, with the proviso that the mandatory rules of 
the IAC statutes are to be adopted in the RAC statutes. Another resolution states 
that all newly formed RACs in countries where there is no NAC are to be taken on as 
individual members in the IAC.

AC Geneva is seeking contacts in Annemasse and Annecy, and AC Basel is doing the 
same in Strasbourg, Mulhouse and Colmar. Furthermore, the addresses of those 
interested in joining, whether at home or abroad, are to be provided to the registra-
tion office in the General Secretariat. 
Efforts in Austria must be restarted and in Italy, thanks to good preparatory work by 
AC Lugano, there are active efforts to found a club in Verona.

An application submitted to the DV of AC Switzerland requesting a reduction of the 
fees to the IAC was withdrawn after the Secretary General explained its tasks and 
financial situation.

In its meeting on 26 May 1962 in Basel, the management committee resolves the 
following: 
–  Dr. Wolfgang Malchow (Frankfurt) is elected to the IAC as 1st Vice President.
–  The DK is of the opinion that every NAC should only have one seat on this body 

until at least five countries are represented; later on every language region will be 
entitled to a seat.

–  This restriction is to ensure the DK’s ability to act.
–  The DK then expressed the opinion that the central committee of the NAC be 
 in the official position to replace or exclude an RAC member.
–  The representation of a member by a lawyer is to be cancelled 
–  The approval of the RAC statutes have to be made in the future by the NAC, with 

notification to the IAC. 

Further decisions by the DK regulate the activities for the following years: 
–  Approval of statutes for AC Germany and AC Austria; 
–  Provisional approval for business guidelines for the DK; 
–  Creating a holiday address directory; work order to the NAC, clarify the possibili-

ties for school holiday and study exchanges. 
–  Organizing a new promotional brochure on ideological goals. 
–  Rejection of an IAC handout. Instead, the NAC handouts should be made available 

by the IAC for distribution.
–  Purchasing stickers for cars. 
–  Foregoing the purchase of hotel badges. 
–  Approval of the partially reconstructed annual financial statements 1956–1961. 
–  Limiting further club establishments to Europe. 
–  The first business rules for the IAC are presented.
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AC SIGNET

ADVERTISEMENT

FOUNDING  
PROBLEMS

1963

ACA,2.2.63
FOUNDING

1ST IAC DV
BÜRGENSTOCK

 

IAC
STATUTES

 

The current legal signet is approved.  
In as far as a signet can be given a name,  
this one should always be called 

”Ambassador Club”

(without an adjective, such as. “International“).

There are now contacts with Brussels and Stockholm, but there is still no result. 
Expansion into new countries is constantly being encouraged by various parties. This 
once again proves the fact that the address of certain people is not enough; how-
ever, efforts made on the part of the Secretary General or individual DK members to 
make personal contact exceeds the practical possibilities of volunteer position.

It is a very difficult path to found new Ambassador Clubs, particularly in neighboring 
countries. That’s why it is quite surprising that individual clubs are discussing 
membership restriction (Basel, Lucerne!). 

1963
The year 1963 started off well: on 2–3 February in Vienna, with the participation of a 
strong delegation, AC Austria was able to launch its club.

On 15 June of this year, the first international DV and first general member meeting 
took place at the Bürgenstock resort near Lucerne (Switzerland).

The election of the management committee resulted in the following members:

Willy Ammann (St. Gallen) President 

Dr. Wolfgang Malchow (Frankfurt) 1st Vice President (ACD)

Georges Grosjean (Geneva) 2nd Vice President

Gallus Bärlocher (St. Gallen) Secretary General 

Completed by: Robert Schmidt (Vienna) Committee member 

The IAC statutes will be expanded regarding the following points: 
–  The statutes of newly established RACs are to be approved by the central commit-

tee of the NAC.
–  The suspension of an RAC member can be decided upon by the central commit-

tee of the NAC in exceptional cases.
–  The representation of an RAC member who is to be suspended by a lawyer who 

is not a member of the AC is not permitted. 
–  Members of an arbitration tribunal must be AC members; the original German text 

of the IAC statutes is definitive in cases of doubt.
–  The assembly decides on business rules for the IAC regarding the DK, 
 commerce, accounting, information and the member directory.
–  The suggestion was to made to supplement the member directory with a profes-

sional directory; the publication should be printed every two years. 
–  The request for a promotional brochure was recently made quite known. 
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IAC MEMBERS

 

 VERONA

IAC
FINANCES 

IAC  
HEADQUARTERS  

IN CH 

The number of members as of 1963 has increased to:

CHAC Basel 38 ACD Berlin 7

  Bern 18  Frankfurt a.M. 9

  Biel 12  Heidelberg  5

  Fribourg  5  Karlsruhe  25

  Geneva  27  Munich   10

  Lausanne  11  Münster   13

  Lugano  20  Wiesbaden 13

  Lucerne  40  7  82

  St. Gallen  21   

  Zofingen  8 ACA Innsbruck 10

  Zug  5  Vienna  7

  Zurich  18   Vorarlberg 7

  12 223  3  24

 Total: 22 RAC with 329 Members.

AC Verona, which was founded by AC Lugano on 18.11.1961 with 10 members and a 
magnificent celebration has “dozed off” after 18 months due to the lack of a club 
leader. The club does not appear in any member directory.

–   The stagnating number of members of individual RAC is criticized.
–   The acquisition and the wearing of a badge is considered desirable.
–   The Assembly supported the opinion of the DK in that the publication of an IAC 

handout is not necessary; instead individual pages in the NAC publications should 
be reserved for the IAC.

–   The disclosure of the holiday addresses was discontinued. There are currently no 
results for the school holidays and study exchange campaigns.

–   The translations are criticized by Georges Grosjean.
–   A list of members shall be published every two years.

Finances:  IAC initiation fee CHF 150  
Yearly dues  CHF 24

An increase of the annual dues to CHF 30 is proposed.  
The IAC needs more money for further development.

Reimbursement for the DK: effective travel costs + CHF 25 per diem  
(if overnight stay is required CHF 50).

Reimbursement for the Secretary CHF 2,000.

There is a discussion of whether the IAC presidium and Secretary General should 
always be in Switzerland. A «yes» is the reply: one should be «international» as the 
«International Ambassador Club»!

15ARCHIVES 60 Years 1956–2016 AMBASSADOR CLUB INTERNATIONAL



1964

IAC DK/DV
IN STUTTGART

1965

3. IAC DV
BERLIN

NAME PROTECTION

1964
The first DK and Assembly of Delegates of the IAC to take place abroad was in 
Stuttgart on 27.6.1964 and was primarily dedicated to a statutory agenda. 

Dr. Boris Fischer, of Basel, was appointed as a committee member to the IAC board.

The NAC delegates were:

CHAC   Dr. Mario Leemann  Zurich  President 
Eduard Freytag Zurich Vice President

ACD   Prof. Dr. Günther Laukien Karlsruhe President 
Heinrich Heine, Karlsruhe, Chancellor

ACA   Robert Schmidt Vienna President 
Harald Bohle Dornbirn RAC Vorarlberg 

Attempts are being made to establish AC Milan via AC Lugano.

Contacts with Copenhagen and Vaduz are under discussion but there are not yet any 
results.

End of 1964    Balance sheet as per 31.12.1964

14  RAC  CHAC  275  Assets  CHF 12,851 

11  RAC  ACD  147  Operating statement 1963 CHF 18,782 

 3  RAC  ACA  28

 1  RAC  ACF  9

29    459 

The limited resources are hampering more intense activity, as higher travel costs 
result.

1965
On 27 June 1965 in Berlin, at the Hotel Hilton, the 3rd IAC Assembly of Delegates 
and a DK meeting takes place.

In addition to President Willy Ammann, Mr. Malchow, Mr. Grosjean and Mr. Bärlocher 
from the DK, representatives were in attendance from the CHAC: Mr. Leemann and 
Mr. Freytag; from the ACD: Mr. Jörg and Mr Liese and from the ACA: Mr. Bohle.

–  The two-year cycle is criticized because work on developing the club should be 
more intense.

–  The internal difficulties of the early years are deemed to be overcome.
–  The DK is reelected without changes.
–  The DK is reaching its financial limits.
–  The joint events are seen very positively. The impressive speeches especially con-

firm the high ethical content of our Ambassador ideals.
–  The first IAC newsletter has been well received by the members.

The question of the legal name protection is raised again. But the Secretary General 
could only refer to the previous official communication. There is no general title 
protection possible.

The year 1965, in particular the Members’ meeting in Berlin, saw a strengthening of 
the internal cohesion, across national borders, even if everything is moving a little 
slowly. There is some criticism because of the significant costs that were associated 
with participation.
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1966

ACF

DK IN ZURICH

DK AND
4TH DV IN

BRÜLISAU

PURPOSE OF  
TIGHTER  

LEADERSHIP

GEN. SECRETARY

RULES

NEW PRESIDENT

Gaining a foothold in other countries is proving to be impossible for the time being 
despite the tireless efforts of various members and a large amount of work done 
primarily by the Secretary. The small increase in the number of members is criticized 
and thus giving greater attention to growth is called for. 

1966
The beginning of 1966 was marked by the establishment of the NAC France, 
together with the AC Annecy on 2 February 1966.

DK meeting 12.2.1966 in Zurich: 
–   The dues to IAC will be increased from CHF 24 to CHF 30.
–   Reminder to the RACs: more growth is required! RAC needs up to 30 members 

and the NAC needs to establish two to three new clubs every year!
–   Membership directory will be published annually.
–   Professionals directory will be postponed.
–   IAC handout is being requested again.
–   Change to the statutes is being planned.
–   Members are prohibited from using the club symbol or the name «Ambassador» 

for economic purposes.
–   The procurement of the club badge is being postponed for lack of drafts.
–   The purchase of two flags and hotel signs is a welcome idea.
–   There is interest in an IAC handout.
–   The NAC expects to receive proposals for amending the statutes.

Contact to the Nordic countries have been unsuccessful. Political obstacles have 
emerged in Spain. In Italy there is a lack of personalities(Milan? Verona?)

Aside from administrative issues, the DK and Assembly of Delegates on 10 Septem-
ber 1966 in Brülisau / Switzerland dealt with the youth (student exchanges, contact 
with youth organizations, youth meetings).
In his annual report, President W. Ammann reports on very good events. He calls for 
more efforts regarding growth in the AC.

The ACD would like a tighter version of the purpose in the statutes and more 
«leadership» from the DK. AC Switzerland points out that this is already sufficient 
and that the federal structure of our club structure should be kept in mind.

There are problems with the work of the Secretary General. He is overloaded, is 
neglecting the protocols and there is no statement of account . He must be relieved 
and it is time to elect a Treasurer for the financial affairs.

The business regulations for the DK must be created. Guido Ebneter points out that 
the Rotary conducts training for people in positions of responsibility.

W. Amman resigns and Dr. Guido Ebneter of Lucerne is selected as the new 
IAC President.

In his farewell speech, W. Ammann looks back at the past five intense years. He 
assumed office at the time of a big crisis, and with a lot of effort and perseverance 
he managed to build up the Ambassador Club. He also praises the cooperation of 
the other DK members in particular. The success should not hide the fact that club 
development is more difficult than one would like it to be. So a lot of work, as well 
as a lot of problems are in store for his successor. He wishes the club leaders all the 
best.
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1966–1968
IAC BOARD

GENERAL 
SECRETARY

LOOKING BACK AT 
1956–1966

IAC board as of Sept. 1966:

Guido Ebneter, President 
Dr. Malchow, Vice President, Grosjean Vice Pres.,  
Secretary General Gallus Bärlocher 

CH: Robert Schmidt, ACD: Jörg, ACF: Moos, Lavorel, ACA: Egbert Schindler

The new board is grateful for the tremendous work that President Willy Ammann did 
with his colleagues. The main tasks for the near future are already specified:
–  Growth: You have to be concerned about the growth of RAC and NAC.
–  Finances: More members ... more money!
–  Ambassador meetings: are very important.
–  Revision of statutes: the statutes should be revised on a continuous basis. The 

ACD offer some detailed suggestions («Europe»). These are to be discussed at 
the next meetings. In this context, the federal organization is again criticized. It 
turns out that especially non-Swiss are having difficulty. There is a lack of pressure 
from above!

–  Organization in the DK: It turns out that the Secretary is overloaded and there-
fore a treasurer should be found for the finances. Various tasks and protocols have 
not been done. Accounting is confusing and there are differences. G. Baerlocher 
will resign as of February 1967.

Looking back at the first 10 years 
from 1956 to 1966
It is surprising to learn that an Ambassador Club Basel already existed years ago. In 
1958, there was still a list of members with 23 names and those men were asked if 
they would be interested in a new foundation. Unfortunately, there was no response.

It is surprising to learn that major disagreements among the founders led to such a 
big dispute that the club had to be dissolved after approximately four years. Thanks 
to the great efforts of clubs Lucerne, Basel, Biel and St. Gallen, AC Bern was able to 
be re-established six months later.

It is surprising to learn about the knowledge and ideas which the founders drew on 
to tackle their jobs. No idea of organization or association law ... no precise definition 
of the meaning and purpose of the club ... only vague specifications! Just like 
that…!

Despite everything, the success of the last 10 years can be seen.
15  RAC  CHAC  318 members
12  RAC  ACD  165
3  RAC  ACA  30
2  RAC  ACF  18
1  RAC  ACI  (23) members 

33  RAC   531 members 

It is also very interesting to look at the finances. 
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1967

4.2.67,
ZURICH

DV IN VIENNA
26.5.67

NEW
IAC BOARD

VOLUNTARY  
MEMBERS

EUROPE

The price increase for 1956 – 2015 is 4.27.
Annual dues to the IAC  1956  CHF 24  2015 =  CHF 102.50 / € 93
Annual dues to the NAC/CHAC   CHF 50    CHF 213 / € 195 
Initiation dues to the IAC   CHF 150    CHF 640 / € 580

Question: Would we still acquire members if we adjusted the dues in accordance to 
the change in purchasing power?

1967
The DK meeting on 4.2.1967 in Zurich took care of administrative business. It is 
decided that the international meeting will not be held every two years, but every 
three. The finances will be separated from the duties of the Secretary. In the future, 
the NAC President should be placed in the DK as a committee member. This would 
make for better coordination.

Die Assembly of Delegates and AC meeting will take place on 26 May in Vienna.

The management committee is elected as follows:

President  Dr. Guido Ebneter, Lucerne

1st Vice President  Dr. Wolfgang Liese, Wiesbaden

2nd Vice President  Georges Grosjean, Geneva

Past President  Willi Ammann, St. Gallen

Secretary General  Dr. Max Müller, Lucerne

Treasurer  Werner Frey, Lucerne

Members   Harald Bohle, AC A (Vorarlberg) 
R. Moos, AC France

In his address, President Ebneter explains the problems with the Secretary General. 
New elections are therefore inevitable. Differences in opinion also exist regarding 
the statutes and therefore a revision is underway. Changes are primarily being 
sought in the organization.

–   The NAC reports show no significant progress. Egbert Schindler of ACA speaks of 
stagnation.

–   Business regulations are in progress. 
The creation of a special badge for honorary members is proposed. This is unani-
mously rejected on the grounds that it is contrary to the spirit of the AC to define 
rankings of any kind.

–   A proposal to change the club badge is made by Germany. The subsequent dis-
cussion produces extreme opinions (from simple design to jewelry!).

–   The topic of «Europe» is discussed as some members want to connect the idea 
of Europe with our «AC idea». The ACA doesn’t want to change the statutes re-
garding «Europe”. Even the CHAC refuses.

–   Contacts with the service clubs (Rotary, Lions, Kiwanis, roundtable etc.) should 
be established when possible.

–   Statutes for NAC Italy approved.
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DK MEETING  
IN ZURICH
28.10.67

1968

TITLE

   
FOUNDING 
 CELEBRATION                                                                                                         
AC STRASBOURG, 
22.4.1967

Other Foundings:  
RAC Kiel (22.5.1967)  
RAC Turin (23.9.1967)  
RAC Hamburg (Oct.1967)

2nd from right is IAC President Dr. Guido Ebneter
Founding celebration of AC Strasbourg

Extensive DK meeting on 28 October 1967 in Zurich.

There the whole secretariat could finally be passed. Because of the surprising 
departure of G. Baerlocher, various protocols had to be reworked. Now everything is 
clearly regulated again and the division of the secretary and finances has worked 
well. Actions against
G. Baerlocher will not be undertaken referring to the principle of «Ambassador 
friendship»!
–  A trilingual promotional brochure is being prepared.
–  A new member directory will be published on 1 May 1968.
–  The possibility of a new club in Vaduz is discussed. In principle, Switzerland should 

be responsible for this. Should the ACA be a better connection, however, nothing 
should stand in the way.

1968
IAC board meeting on 16.5.1968

Guido Ebneter, Willy Ammann, Werner Frey, Max Müller

The forthcoming DVs of the ACA in Dornbirn and the ACF will be visited. 
Orientation regarding the DV of ACD in Hamburg and founding the club in Kiel:

Generous founding ceremony in a nice, simple style. As a novelty, it should be noted 
that now Germany foregoes using titles!

Club Development:   RAC Nürnberg (February 1968)  
RAC Lyon (18.5.68)

Italy is struggling and it is difficult in Austria as well. Vorarlberg has good contacts 
with Liechtenstein and hopes to achieve something in Vaduz. 
In Switzerland, new clubs are expected in various regions. 
In Spain, legal provisions are complicating club development. Even the planned 
establishment of Rotary clubs were denied by government agencies.

W. Ammann suggests that the clubs hold a forward-looking discussion based on the 
following topics:

Club concepts, ideas, statutes and current topics.
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DK, 29.6.68

ZURICH

VOTING RIGHTS

DV, 5.10.68
ZURICH

1969

Meeting of the DK in Zurich, Hotel Storchen, 29.6.1968

The DV on 5 October, is to be a pure work session without a festive program. It was 
originally meant to support Annecy and Lyon. THE ACF is angry! With this cancella-
tion the ACF is refusing to organize. The meeting will move to Zurich.

The annual financial statements have been ordered by W. Frey again. Debts were 
written off as attempts to collect were not expected to be successful.

During the DV in Vienna a discussion about voting rights came up. This will be 
discussed anew and should possibly be regulated again at the next DV.

DV on 5 October 1968 in Zurich, Bellerive au Lac

   
 

CHAC DV: President Hans Ruedi Ramseier (Bern) and successor Albert Bosshardt 
(St. Gallen)

Membership numbers as of August 1968: Switzerland  338 
 Germany  287 
 Austria  50 
 France  37 
 Italy  9

 Total  721

1969
At a DV meeting on 3–4 May 1969 in Turin, the problems with club development 
are mainly discussed. AC Turin is having problems because Rotary and Lions are very 
strong. The DK believes however, that a true effort needs to be made by the current 
RAC president. 

Different statements are made regarding development: Germany positive, Italy 
weak, nothing new in Austria, Spain is difficult, no reaction from Vaduz despite 
efforts being made by the Austrian Consulate General, expanding into the USA 
should be refrained from for the time being.

That NAC membership dues have to be paid is clear. Nonetheless there is a 
 discussion about ”justified exceptions.”
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DV 11.10.69
LYON

CRITICISM

DIFFERENCES  
REGARDING THE
ORGANIZATION:

1970

DK, 4.4.70
ZURICH

COSTS OF LYON

YOUTH MEETING

NEW MISSION  
STATEMENT

Assembly of Delegates and the international Ambassador meeting in Lyon on 
11 October 1969. Despite the long distance, between 70 and 80 Ambassadors and 
their wives met. It was an exquisite social occasion.

Apart from the typical agenda items, the Assembly of Delegates held a special 
discussion about the work of the management committee. 

 There was criticism of the presidium: Not enough activity!

There are two very different perspectives.

1.  Set up of the club. The President was of the opinion that the priority of the club 
was the federalist principle, in as far as possible with the RACs. The members and 
the RACs provide the main services, the NAC supports them. The IAC does not 
have any direct influence! It can only support, coordinate and supervise!

  From the delegates point of view, the federalist principle was indeed agreed upon, 
but they would like to concede more “leadership qualities” to the IAC board. More 
activity, leadership and management is expected from the board.

 This could then lead to centralism and dirigisme.

2.  Club activity. President Ebneter sees club activity as being more internally fo-
cused. He sees the club simply as a place for relaxation and stimulation, for 
discussion and intellectual enrichment, for helpful camaraderie and even coziness. 
Big programs, ideology and phrases are not for him.

In order to be gain external recognition, the NACs and IAC must do something 
positive for the outside world (R. Moos, F). The IAC should advise the NACs on 
creating contacts with service clubs (G. Grosjean).

The different opinions are so strong that the DV decides to create a commission to 
take care of this problem. It will be difficult because there are two essentially 
opposing viewpoints:

Here:  Federalism: “from the bottom up,” the member decides.
There: Leadership from the top: the chosen “government” leads and manages. 

1970
DK meeting on 4 April 1970 in Zurich

President G. Ebneter reports that the Lyon’s IAC meeting in October of last year 
caused a deficit of CHF 8,070. He confirms that the event was spectacular and so 
the IAC has to absorb the deficit.  
The budgets for the years 1970 and 1971 are balanced.

The youth meeting that took place on Burg Gutenfels on the Rhine was a great 
success. The final invoice will be a cause for discussion and, in particular, there will 
need to be decisions made about future youth work.

The NAC is reviewing the division in regions in order to better maintain contacts.  
Wels was founded in Austria. 
Dijon was founded in France and Grenoble, Nantes and Toulouse are in preparation. 

The ACD is complaining that we do not have a good, strong “mission statement” for 
our club philosophy.  
A clean formulation should be presented by the committee at the next DV.

There was nothing spectacular to report regarding development. Stagnation!?
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DV, 26.9.70
BADEN-BADEN

YOUTH MEETING

MISSION

STATUTE REVISIONS

IAC NEWSLETTER

NEW DK

Assembly of Delegates on 26 September 1970 in Baden-Baden

With the exception of W. Frey, the DK is completely present.

NAC participants:  Lothar Haberkorn, Günther Schelling, ACÖ 
Albert Bosshardt, Max Eigenmann, CHAC 
Edgar Jörg, Heino Körner, ACD  
Michel Cuyot, Pierre Schang, ACF

Guido Ebneter, IAC President since 10.9.66, is stepping down. He makes mention of 
an organized club life in his final report. He regrets the generally slow growth and 
the difficult conditions in various European countries.

The “Youth meeting at Burg Gutenfels” was a success. The final invoice for the 
materials is acknowledged and is not discussed further. Any future youth events will 
not take place for the time being or they must be well planned. 

As a result, a planned youth meeting in Fiesch for 1970-1971 will not be organized. 

The clean draft of the “mission statement” is ready and will be approved after some 
editorial changes.

A commission will be formed to be in charge of the statute revisions (W. Liese, 
E. Jörg, A. Bosshardt, M. Melzer, M Müller).

The creation of a central IAC newsletter will be reviewed once again.

New elections in the IAC: Unanimously elected: 

President  Georges Grosjean, Geneva, CH

Vice President  W. Liese, Wiesbaden, D

Vice President  R. Moos, ACF

Past President  Guido Ebneter, Luzern, CH

Secretary General  Max Müller, Lucerne, CH

Treasurer  Werner Frey, Lucerne, CH

Members   Harald Bohle, Vorarlberg, A 
Albert Bosshardt, (CHAC President)

We say goodbye to  
Dr. Guido Ebneter as he  
leaves office with  
gratitude for the service  
he provided.

Georges Grosjean 
President of the IAC

Guido Ebneter
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1971

COMPENSATION

DV 2.10.71
IN BREGENZ

THE “IDEA”

YOUTH

INDIVIDUAL  
MEMBERSHIP

1971
The Management committee is holding a meeting on 13.6.1971 in Geneva and 
on 21.8.1971 in Zurich.

It will mainly focus on financial and organizational questions.

The compensation for the Secretary and Treasurer should be increased from CHF 
5,000 per year to CHF 12,000. In the discussion, it is noted that the administration 
costs are much too high in relation to the number of members (about 1,000). A 
simpler organization of the IAC-NAC must be considered.

Youth work is important. Albert Bosshart would like to organize a youth meeting in 
Grächen/Wallis from 3 - 9 April 1972. It is a very good deal and the IAC should 
provide a contribution per participant.

The development of the club is unsatisfactory. For the time being, advertising should 
only be done in Switzerland and the surrounding countries.

Assembly of Delegates in Bregenz on 2 October 1971

Aside from the DK, the following NACs are represented: 

Germany Dr. Helmut Clauss H.B. Kuttenreuter 
Austria Lothar Haberkorn Günther Schelling 
Switzerland Albert Bosshardt Alex Huber  Arthur Bisegger  
France Marcel Strohmenger Michel Guyot 
Italy Bruno Pelissero Lorenz Crosetto

The experiences of the various commissions are important.

–  PR commission: The brochure “The Idea” is now ready in five languages and 
succinctly formulates what an “Ambassador Club” is all about. This brochure will 
soon be available.

–  Youth commission: Guidelines for individual exchanges and the organization of 
youth meetings were drawn up. These are first to be tested at the upcoming youth 
ski trip from 4 - 10 April 1972 in Grächen/Wallis. Patronage by IAC, organization by 
CHAC, both Walliser Clubs.

Individual membership: The President’s idea of offering the possibility of becoming 
an individual member of the IAC in new countries does not resonate. However, 
should a member move to a city in which there is no RAC, then they can remain an 
“external member”.

The organization is being changed. The IAC is foregoing organizing membership 
records. The NAC is providing the data.

The NAC reports regard-
ing development are only 
partially positive. Albert 
Bosshardt notes with the 
statement that an effort 
is being made in Switzer-
land to develop a feeling 
of connectedness; aside 
from the RAC, members 
also belong to the NAC 
and ultimately to the IAC.

Albert Bosshardt with Hansruedi Ramseier
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1972

DK 21.1.72

ELECTION
SUGGESTIONS

The founding of a club in England is being planned despite earlier reservations.
The balance sheet for 1970 concludes with CHF 52,690.

IAC members as of 25.10.71 

Switzerland  18  4

Germany  17  320

Austria  4  72

France  4  67 

Italy  1  12

Total  44  882 

1972
The DK meeting on 21.1.1972 in Zurich was dominated by the statute revisions. 
1½ days were spent on this.

In accounting books there are funds owing in the amount of CHF 10,500 by the 
NACs. This leads to criticism of the poor payment practices of some NACs.

Messrs Frey and Müller resign. Mr. Bisegger would like to assume both offices. The 
Swiss President Albert Bosshardt opposes it. Bisegger must first prove himself as 
the central Secretary of AC Switzerland! The offices Secretary and Treasurer should 
remain separate.

Who will be the next IAC President? Albert Bosshardt 
vehemently rejects it.

Today, after 16 years and many intense conversations, 
the responsible committee, led by

Albert Bosshardt of AC St. Gallen, member of the 
IAC DK, Harald Bohle, Vorarlberg, AC Austria, and 
Mr. Liese, ACD, can present 

the “idea”

The club philosophy is (finally!) printed. Albert Bosshardt
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THE IDEA

CRITICISM,  
ANTI-IDEA

The idea

Preamble
1.   We live in a time of profound technological and social upheavals.
2.    The technical progress and mass society challenge the personality of individuals, 

their opinion and initiative.
3.   The Ambassador Club sees progress in the freedom and development of the 

personality of the individual.

Summary
1.1  The Ambassador Club aims to promote the intellectual strength of the individual, 

his inner values and his individual characteristics.
1.2   It places the individual as the center of attention.
2.1   The Ambassador Club states that freedom, humanity and helpfulness are the 

fundamental principles.
2.2   It is politically independent and respects the religious convictions of the other.
3    The Ambassador Club requires tolerance from its members.
4.1   The Ambassador Club expects open-mindedness mutual respect and mutual 

trust from its members.
4.2   Ambassadors want to interact with each other in a friendly manner during open 

discussions and communal activities.
4.3   Difference in age, ethnicity, education and profession enrich life in the Ambassa-

dor Club.
4.4   Ambassadors should also give their best outside the club, in both their profes-

sional and social life.
5.   The Ambassador Club wants to foster understanding across national borders.

Promptly there were other opinions. Basel club friend Felix Steiner (board member 
of a metal goods factory) writes some criticism two months later and is developing 
an «anti-idea»!

Criticism of the idea:

Preamble 
The three sentences listed are unnecessary phrases. Truism!

Mission:
For 1.1   Inflated, conceited! How presumptuous to say: «It places the individual at 

the center of attention «? Man is the center of attention!
For 2.1   It is pointless to use concepts like freedom and helpfulness next humanity 

because humanity includes both in its inherent definition (See «humanity» 
in Brockhaus).

For 2.2   This is a way of avoiding serious conflicts in our club. How can «the intel-
lectual strength of man» be promoted when political independence is 
required?

For 3   This is an unnecessary repetition of what is said in 2.1 / 2.2. One cannot be 
intolerant when freedom, humanity, helpfulness, political independence and 
respect for every religious conviction is required.

    Tolerance: We are to «practice tolerance»! We should be open-minded 
towards other views and lifestyles. This is our everyday perspective.... a 
counter-question: How would I feel in a club where I was just tolerated?

For 4.1   This is the only principle I would like to accept, although the noble obliga-
tions that result from it are not necessarily well described.

For 4.3   This is not a principle, but a statement that applies to human society.
For 4.4   «Give their best». What does that mean? Here, too, any obligation on the 

part of the members is carefully avoided. How nice would it be if this princi-
ple absolutely required the Ambassadors to faithfully follow the principles of 
their club at work and in society.
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DK 10.6.72

DV, 28.120.72
STRASBOURG

YOUTH WORK

For 5   This arrogant missionary mentality should be put aside for the time being, 
and instead fight racism, antisemitism and hatred of foreign workers in our 
own countries. The rest will follow automatically.

In summary, it seems to me that the «idea» is abundantly arrogant and rhetorical. 
On the whole it amounts to nothing more than cheap platitudes and avoids - quite 
knowingly - asking the AC members for even the slightest obligations and service. I 
have developed a different idea and am putting it up for discussion.

Felix Steiner

The DK has delegated the answer to Mr. Liese (Wiesbaden, Dr. med.). He should 
not reference the text however nor start a discussion. 
(The opinion of a member will not be noted. Result: imminent departure!)

DK meeting on 10.6.1972 in Zurich

In addition to the usual agenda items, the relationship with Italy is discussed. Turin or 
Milan should take over the next DV.

Important items on the agenda for the next DV are:
–   Billing for the youth ski camp in Grächen. Moderate number of participants.
–   Revised guidelines for youth work.
–   Revision of statutes. Edit objections.
–   Walter Rohner proposed as new Secretary General.
–   Next IAC President? In the ZV of the AC Switzerland, Albert Bosshardt will get 

suggestions.
–   Designs for hotel signs are approved.
–   The club badges are submitted and accepted.

IAC Assembly of Delegates on 28 October 1972 in Strasbourg

Georges Grosjean, President

Dr. Wolfgang Liese, 1st Vice President

Dr. Walter Rohner, designated Secretary General 

Werner Frey, Treasurer 

Albert Bosshardt, Member 

Harald Bohle, Member

Delegates:

AC CH Ettore Piciotti, President, A. Bisegger

AC D Dr. Helmut Clauss, President

AC F Marcel Strohmenger, President

AC Ö Dr. Ernst Rohrauer, President

Youth work. A general statement shows that there are significant problems. The 
2nd youth meeting at Castle Gutenfels and Grächen, are only partially successful. 
There is little interest and the costs are high. For the time being, the «youth» 
working group decides to take up the youth work later on when there are greater 
membership numbers.

Walter Rohner,  
IAC General Secretary:
Wrote the AC 
 chronicles until 1975
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MEMBER
DEVELOPMENT

NEW STATUTES

1973

DK 10.3.73

AC Switzerland:   19 RAC with 478 members. Quite a few new clubs will be estab-
lished soon.

AC Germany:   20 RAC, 370 members. A German meeting in Düsseldorf was a 
big success. 120 participants.

AC Austria:   4 RAC, 86 members. The organization will be streamlined and the 
club numbers doubled to eight! The yearly AC Ski Week is a big 
success.

AC France:   85 members. The main question is exchanging information, printed 
materials? 

AC Italy:   Unfortunately, Turin is the only RAC in Italy missing. Big problems! 

The new proposed statutes make for lots of discussion and there is resistance. It 
turns out that there are different opinions in different countries. Legal formulations, 
obligation, membership, democratization.

In his annual report, President G. Grosjean says that the IAC is healthy and strong. 
But unfortunately, in some European countries, there are legal problems with club 
establishments. Contacts will now be made with some embassies. 

1973
DK meeting 10 March 1973 in Bern

Elections are coming up. There are some resignations in the DK: 
(W. Liese, R. Moss, H. Bohle, A. Bosshardt).

In terms of selecting a new president, Mr. Liese offers the following statement:
–  Germany expressly renounces the nomination of a German. The IAC presidium 

should always choose a Swiss if a suitable person is available.
–  According to the new statutes, the right to nominate the Management Committee 

is not the right of the NAC, but primarily that of the DK!
–   The regulations will be revised and adjusted according to the new statutes.
–   There are discussions and competition regarding: graphic design, official badges, 

car stickers, hotel signs, types of table stands, ceremonies at club foundings.

Obligation of the statutes: Section 3 (purpose clause) of the new statutes is binding 
in accordance with the resolution. This interpretation has not been adopted by the 
Conference of Presidents of the NAC Switzerland.

Decision: The NAC Switzerland is to be informed by the Secretary General on the 
liability of the purpose clause of the IAC statutes.
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DV 26.10.73
LUGANO

ELECTIONS

AC HEADQUARTERS

NAME PROTECTION

SIGNET

HOTEL SIGNS

Assembly of Delegates on 26 October 1973 in Lugano

G. Grosjean, Geneva, President 
W. Rohner, Bern, Secretary General  
W. Frey, Lucerne, Treasurer 
A. Bosshardt, St. Gallen, H. Bohle, Dornbirn

The accounting for 1972 is positive and is unanimously approved. The budget for 
1974 is approved. The dues will stay the same (initiation fees CHF 50, yearly dues 
CHF 30)

The elections produced the following results:

President:  G. Grosjean for three more years

DK members:  CHAC: H.R. Ramseier, Bern

ACD:  H. Clauss, Münster

ACF:  C. Clerc, Dijon

ACÖ:  E. Rohrauer, Wels

Club development is getting positive feedback from CHAC and ACD. CHAC’s next 
goal is to obtain 40 clubs with 1000 members. ACÖ wants to double its numbers.

Development is proving difficult with the other countries.

–   The new statues are 
being sent out.

–   The youth commission 
is being cancelled.

Legal seat in Bern: 
The change of office of 
the IAC from Lucerne 
to Bern is complete. It 
brings tax advantages.
It is the intention to enter 
into the trade and com-
pany registers.

Name protection. The legal instructions from the Federal Intellectual Property 
Office shows that the name Ambassador or Ambassador Club cannot be protected. 
Lawsuits may be brought only if the AC can prove resulting damage from the use of 
the name by a third party.

Signet use:
Stickers for car: According to the survey there is no interest. However, should stick-
ers be made, the IAC is responsible. 
The use of the logo on consumer goods (for example tableware, car flags, writing 
materials, etc.) is not permitted.

Metal hotel signs were ordered based on a price range of CHF 80. Now delivery is 
being quoted at a price of CHF 260!?! There will be clarification on how this order 
came to pass, despite the DK’s decision against it.

IAC President G. Grosjean (right) 
ACD President Dr. Helmut Claus 
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1974

DK,16.3.74
DV 21.9.74,
MÜNSTER

MEMBER
DIRECTORY

DIFFERENCES  
REGARDING  
LEADERSHIP

NAME PROTECTION

1974
DK meeting on 16 March 1974 in Zurich and  
DK and Assembly of Delegates on 21 September 1974 in Münster

Chair:  G. Grosjean

Protocol:  W. Rohner

Treasurer:  W. Frey

Participants:   C. Clerc (Vice ACF),  
H.R. Ramseier 
(CHAC),  
E. Rohrauer(ACÖ)  
H. Clauss, (Vice ACD)

These meetings mainly dealt with 
organizational and general problems.
A new member directory is being planned. 

Suggestions are:
A)  Ring notebook: (360 pages, 1500 copies) = CHF 18,589 CHF 12.50 per copy
B)   Bound cover (previously, 360 pages/1500 copies) = CHF 12,720 CHF 8.55 per copy

–   Printed matter, stationery: should be uniformly printed in accordance with the IAC 
template as well as at the NAC itself.

–   Information from the IAC. There is an increased desire for IAC information. It 
should be clarified whether an internal newspaper can be created. The collected 
quotes show, however, that based on the current number of members, our own 
newspaper would be too expensive.

–   Meeting deadlines are criticized. Member numbers, announcements etc., often 
reach the secretariat too late.

There are fundamental differences between the ACD and the IAC regarding the 
activities and leadership of the IAC.

Name protection: The entry in the commercial register in Bern has been made. Real 
legal protection is not possible.
In Mainz and Kiel the challenge to use the name «Ambassador Club» for a nightclub, 
was successful. But there is also the risk that the use will be forbidden for us! All 
NACs should clarify this in accordance with state law.

In the spring of 1975, a written documentary on the development of the IAC is to be 
created, including the NAC. The main person responsible is the Secretary General, 
Walter Rohner. It should be finished by the international Ambassador meeting in 
Geneva.

The NAC reports on growth are as previously stated. Switzerland and Germany 
announce diverse club developments, in Austria and France it going more slowly. 
Italy is a problem. It is now possible to establish the NAC in The Netherlands. In 
England, there is hope.

1974  RAC  Members  Average  Average 
   per club  age

Switzerland  24  564  23  48 
ACD  23  396  17  52  
ACF  6  111  18  41 
ACÖ  5  104  21  47 
ACI  2  24  12  55

Total  60  1199   49

Gen. Sec. Rohner
W. Frey, Treasurer
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1975

DK 17.1.75

BOARD

THOUGHTS

CRITICISM  
OF STATUTES

IDEA

LEADERSHIP

DK 7.3.75

1975
DK board meeting on 17 January 1975 in Bern

In order to save costs, only one DK board will meet occasionally. This will be the 
President, Secretary General and Treasurer. Administrative tasks will primarily be 
dealt with or larger DK meetings will be prepared.

Balance sheet: is very balanced, with assets of CHF 90,288. 
The budget for 1976 is within limits and there are no special expenditures.

There will be a fund started for joy and sorrow.

On 25.2.1975 Secretary General W. Rohner wrote: 

”Thoughts on the existence and activity of the IAC”

The review of the history of the IAC shows that the question regarding the sense of 
all the activities comes up about every three to four years. It seems that when there 
are extreme changes in the ranks of the RAC, NAC or IAC, the new officers in 
particular asked themselves, or were asked by others: What is it all about? Why the 
effort and commitment? What is ultimately the purpose of what we do? How can it 
clearly be explained to an outsider?

Critical questions on this topic can be found at any DV (statutes, idea). One reason 
for this are the major differences of opinion regarding the management and activity 
of the IAC. The ACD is especially outspoken in the discussions, the speaker is former 
IAC Vice President Dr. W. Liese.

He raises serious allegations against the IAC. [...] Trivialities are mainly being dealt 
with and the future vision is being forgotten, the direction is being forgotten. In a 
letter he writes the following:

…“the process for «hotel signs» is only a small element in the big picture. It is an 
expression of inadequate management and poor leadership. You may not know that 
this has been observed on the periphery of the AC for years (and is still being 
observed!) and has continuously been subject to criticism and concern. It has gotten 
to the point that even our best are threatening to resign and no longer see the sense 
in their membership or the continuation of the AC. If there have been no serious 
consequences so far, then it is because of existing personal ties and the existing 
hope of improvement [...] I must inform you about the background of this simmering 
crisis so that you will not be surprised when the critics are no longer silent. [...] Be 
assured that I am acting out of benevolence and concern. And I’m not speaking only 
on my own behalf.“

The IAC leadership acknowledges these allegations, but it has not yet been dis-
cussed nor have any changes been made. The Swiss system... «from the bottom 
up»... will be maintained. Therefore, management … “from above“… is virtually 
impossible. This situation is escalating frustrations, especially among the foreign 
members, and is even leading to resignations.

DK meeting on 7 March 1975 in Zurich

There are deliberations concerning business regulations, club badge, hotel signs, 
member directory, form holder, car stickers, membership card, written documenta-
tion, increase in dues.

The successor to the presidium is discussed again. It should be a Swiss. The CHAC 
is asked. If no suitable candidate is found, then H. Clauss of ACD will run.
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THOUGHTS  
ABOUT THE AC

DV 9.6.75, GENEVA

BASIC PRINCIPLES

1976

DK 20.3.76

ELECTION  
NOMINATIONS

Club development: AC Utrecht was founded. It is initially affiliated with the NACD. 
The next club establishments took place in Amsterdam and Enschede. Then the NAC 
Netherlands could be established. In England everything is still open.

The strong criticism of the ACD prompts the DK to talk about the following issues at 
the next delegates’ meeting:
–   Thoughts on the existence and activities of the IAC
–   The objective of the IAC and the responsibilities of the management committee.
–   Discussion draft of a PR concept
–   Does the leadership of Ambassador movement need to come from the DK of the 

IAC or the RAC?
–   What makes the AC different, special, distinct from other clubs, its image so to 

speak?

Assembly of Delegates on 9 June 1975 in Geneva

Apart from the typical agenda items, this meeting was characterized by the discus-
sions regarding the above-mentioned thoughts. Several excellent speeches signifi-
cantly contributed to the formation of opinions:

G. Grosjean, CH “The world is suffering from loneliness”.

Dr. Claude Clerc, ACF “The Ambassador idea and tolerance”

Walter Hill, Stuttgart “The Ambassador and friendship”

A. Lauro, Milan “The Ambassador in his profession”

Paul Coidan, UNO Geneva  “The Ambassador idea and the unification of the people“

In summary, on the topic of the “sense and purpose of the “Ambassador Club” it 
can be noted that:

Club life takes place primarily within the RACs. 

The contact with people to whom I didn’t already have a professional connection 
leads to my enrichment through their personality, their knowledge and experiences. 
In that we lend each other an ear, a conversation starts, with it the contact (friend-
ship), beyond our own club, past borders.

Aid campaigns (service) is not the purpose of the AC, but cannot be ruled out should 
a case arise.

1976
DK meeting on 20 March 1976 in Zurich

The main agenda item is to prepare the delegates’ meeting for the election of the 
presidium. Earlier decisions mandate that, whenever possible, a Swiss president is 
elected. Only if no suitable person is available should an Ambassador of a foreign 
country be selected.

The DK wants to propose Dr. H. Clauss of ACD as the next IAC President. There is 
one objection, however, from the ACD board. H. Clauss is said to be intolerable 
(voted against a request by the ACD board!). The ACD board proposes the former 
Vice President Dr. W. Liese (Wiesbaden). This, in turn, is met with resistance from 
the DK. W. Frey would resign immediately!

From a Swiss perspective it seems important that the IAC headquarters remains in 
Switzerland.
Decision: H. Clauss is proposed.
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DV 25.9.76
WELS

Member development in Switzerland, Germany and Austria, is slow but positive. The 
problem is the other European countries.

If you look at the growth curve of our club, the annual increase corresponds to 
approx. 10%. In 16 years, from 1956 to 1972, numbers increased to 1,000 members. 
The years 1972 –1976 increased by 1,500. Thus, we should have 2,000 members in 
1981 to mark the 25th anniversary.

The draft for the documentation / history is presented by W. Rohner. Gratitude is 
expressed for his great work and it should be printed and distributed as is.

DK and Assembly of Delegates on 25 September 1976 in Wels

The new IAC management committee is elected:

President  Dr. Helmut Clauss, Münster, ACD

1st Vice President  C. Puthon, ACF

2nd Vice President  F. Weisskirchner, Vienna, ACA

Secretary General  W. Rohner, Bern

Treasurer  W. Frey, Lucerne

Members J.P. Schadt (CH), H. Körner (D) 

The presidential election took place after a detailed consideration of the “pros and 
cons” within the framework of the DK proposal.

From left to right: W. Frey, Dr. H. Clauss, W. Rohner.

Membership numbers as of 31.12.1975

Switzerland  25  RAC  601  members  
Germany  28   441 
Austria  6   110 
France  6   117 
Italy  2   25 
The Netherlands  1   8

Total  68   1302

President Georges Grosjean says goodbye with a very detailed look back not only at 
his tenure, but also with a review and statistics of the 20 years since the founding of 
the Ambassador Club, from 1956 to 1976.

This interesting report with its many statistics is stored in no. 3 / protocols of 1976.
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REVIEW
1967 – 1976

1977

DK 12.3.77

DK 23.9.77 PARIS

COMMUNICATION

WOMEN’S CLUB

DV 24.9.77 PARIS

Looking back on the years  
1967 to1976
During these 10 years, 44 RAC were established in five countries. Thus as of 1976 
we have reached a total of 77 with around 1,480 members. This should be seen as a 
great success even though “slow” growth is criticized again and again.

It is surprising that it took 16 years to finish the statutes and that they were interna-
tionally accepted. And a revision is already being announced again!

It is equally surprising that it took 16 years for the club philosophy to be presented in 
writing in the form of the “idea” to the commission of Albert Bosshardt. The bro-
chure had scarcely been printed before there was already massive criticism of it. This 
is acknowledged but not really discussed in detail. Too bad, because this caused 
resignations.

1977
DK meeting 12 March 1977 in Zurich

The new DK decides on a list of tasks for the next three years. In particular, some 
organizational issues and details need to be clarified regarding materials procure-
ment. Publicity and a greater commitment to the club development is also very 
important. A draft for promotional literature is being reviewed.

Various working groups will now focus on establishing clubs in Belgium, Spain, 
South Tyrol, Scandinavia, and Taiwan, amongst others. 
AC London was founded on 8 January 1977.

An anniversary meeting, 25 years of the Ambassador Club, is to be held in 1981 in 
Bern. Planning is to begin immediately.

DK meeting on 23 September 1977 in Paris

The communication from the DK is unsatisfactory. Improvements are suggested:
–  brief progress reports
–  leadership of working groups by DK members.
–  move away from the idea that every NAC has to be represented in the DK.
–  the DK is to be kept small in accordance to member numbers.
–  tasks can be delegated to DK members or external members.
–  creating partner clubs in other NACs

The question of founding ladies clubs arises for the first time. Even though there is 
still some opposition in individual clubs, this topic should be discussed soon. The 
time for it seems ripe.

Assembly of Delegates 24 September 1977 in Paris

All DK members are present. 

Participants:   CHAC  F. Aschwanden, A.C Bisegger  ACI  G. Tama, F. Pioltini 
ACD H. Gruber, H. Gilg  Holland  D. De Haas, Hr. Groen 
ACF  P. Morandi, R. Petit  England Mr. Swaddle 
ACÖ  M. Melzer

The typical agenda items are easily dealt with. President Helmut Clauss thanks his 
predecessor because G. Grosjean handed over an organized Ambassador Club.

34 AMBASSADOR CLUB INTERNATIONAL ARCHIVES 60 Years 1956–2016



WOMEN’S CLUB

1978

DK, 22.4.78
CERNOBBIO

ITALIEN

Discussions and decisions:
–  The yearly dues will not be increased thanks to frugal budgeting and despite some 

outstanding dues.
–  The 1978 DV is to take place in Amsterdam. There are now 2 RACs in Holland 

(Utrecht, Vechtstreek).
–  It was decided to make changes to the statutes.

A thorough discussion regarding the question of “women’s club” results in several 
interesting statements: 
–  Various service clubs have a branch for women.
–  The creation of women’s clubs should be started by Ambassador wives.
–  Discrimination of housewives (only 1 representative per profession!) could stand 

out and be detrimental!
–  If it doesn’t want to be a hen party, a women’s club promises to be a service club 

because helpfulness and service correspond to women’s nature.
–  Our idea includes humanity and helpfulness, but that only applies within the club.
–  The establishment of women’s clubs reinforces the tendency to separate women 

from men.

In summary: 
–    The AC is not a service club, although the RAC is not prohibited from helping and 

providing services, both internally and externally.
–  The NAC are instructed to follow up on the issue in their own RAC.
–  The question still remains of whether to transfer our name over or create a special 

one for the women’s clubs that embodies our ideas.

1978
DK meeting on 22 April 1978 in Cernobbio/Italy

Chair: Dr. Helmut Clauss, IAC President        
Present: F. Weisskirchner, J.P. Schadt, W.Frey,  Dr. W. Rohner 
Excused: Dr. C. Puthon, H. Körner              

This session is being held in Cernobbio mainly because of the precarious situation 
in Italy. 
The four Italian clubs have an outstanding payment (since 1973 / 1974) of a total 
of CHF 6,351.

Decision:
1.   If the AC Turin no longer exists, the debts can be written off.
2.  The ACs Milan, Como and Lerici will be exempted from the initiation fee.
3.  The total write-off is CHF 4,405.
4.  If AC Turin and Lerici dissolve, there are still two RACs. NAC Italy should 

 nevertheless continue.

CHAC and NL delegation AC Austria delegation
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NEW CLUBS

ELECTION  
NOMINATIONS

WORK  
ORGANIZATION

DV, 23.9.1978 
AMSTERDAM

There are prospects for new clubs in Graz, Austria, Metz and Besançon, France; in 
Holland AC Den Haag was founded and in Germany Tübingen was established.
In Norway, there seems to be positive development (Oslo is to be established). In 
Denmark, Sweden and Belgium, there is a lack of contact people. England is inac-
tive. Membership at AC London declined.
Portugal and Greece ... no answer.
Overseas, AC Taipei is expected to be established on May 6.

The DK is preparing for a change in ranks.
Despite concerns, Mr. Bisegger is proposed as Secretary General.
F. Bossi of Lugano is to be Treasurer.

The function and organization of the DK is being negotiated because the presidium 
is not satisfied with the current situation.
–  There should be more work meetings of the small committee
 (President, Secretary General, Treasurer).
–  Special tasks are to be delegated to “committees”. The other DK members should 

be involved.
–  The opinion that every NAC should be represented is not good (DK inflated, not 

effective, expensive). The interests of the NAC are represented at the DV.
–  Activity and function of members is to be reconsidered.
–  Goal: strengthen the efficiency of the IAC: by work meetings of the DK with the 

President or Secretary of the NAC. In this way, people can be dealt with directly! 
Creating the committees.

–  the IAC need for an information source is becoming more important.

The anniversary Assembly of Delegates, “25 Years of the Ambassador Club”, is set 
for 29/30 June in Bern.

Assembly of Delegates on 23 September 1978 in Amsterdam 

DK   Helmut Clauss, Claude Puthon, Franz Weisskirchner, H. Körner, 
J.P. Schadt, W. Frey, Walter Rohner.

CH W. Preibisch, A. Bisegger, ACD: H. Grube, F. Gräf, 

ACA F. Weisskirchner, G. Salcher, ACF: J. Souzy, H. Bouchez, 

ACI F. Pioltini, G. Tama, ACNL: D. de Haas, P. Telgenkamp, 

AC London D. Boddington, AC Taipei: Ch. T. Liu

Development: In addition to the countries mentioned so far, there are reports on:
Spain: There is a defensive attitude towards clubs that that do not appear in public. 
Barcelona is founded. New York and Toronto: There are interesting contacts.
Taipei in Taiwan is founded. President H. Clauss has made a huge personal effort 
here.

Founding of AC Taiwan with H. Clauss 
and Rex Wang

Helmut Clauss in the middle of 
members of AC Taiwan 
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ACD

ELECTIONS

1979

DK 24.3.79
ANNECY

The ACD decided to handle the awarding of honorary memberships in a restrictive 
manner. A special award (medal) is to be created. This is not supported by most 
other NACs.
The ACD intends to hold a Germany meeting every three years, always in the same 
place (Baden-Baden).

Separation of large clubs (Geneva: more than 50 members) is creating personal 
problems.

Advertising and establishment efforts are being subsidized by the IAC (and possibly 
AC Switzerland).

The financial statements for 1977 and the budget for 1979 are approved. The annual 
fee remains at CHF 30.

Elections

Arthur C. Bisegger (Baden) is unanimously elected as the new Secretary General.
Max Tanner (Lugano) is unanimously elected as the new Treasurer.

Both outgoing officers, W. Rohner and W. Frey, are thankful for the great appreciation 
for their work. Since W. Frey came into office in 1966, membership numbers have 
grown from 31 RAC with 441 members to 81 RAC and 1,610 members.

1979
DK meeting on 24 March 1979 in Annecy

The first meeting of the new management committee 
(new: A. Bisegger and M. Tanner), is mainly dealing 
with administrative matters.

Regarding the invoice for 1978 it is noted that only the 
the brochures severely overshot the budget. A more 
precise calculation will be necessary.

The Secretary General’s office is studying the possi-
bility of an annual publication of the member directory.

The creation of a common communication source through the acquisition or 
 international integration of the Swiss news. The IAC is even already subsidizing with 
CHF 2,000.

The DK is in agreement that both tasks should be solved without increasing the 
dues of CHF 30.

Membership numbers as of 24.3.1979:

CHAC  32  RAC 732 Members 
ACD  34   560 
ACA (or ACÖ)  7   131 
ACF  8   127 
ACIT  4   61 
ACNL  3   20

London  1  RAC 9 
Taipei  1   15 
Barcelona  1   6

Total  93  RAC  1661 Members

Arthur Bisegger
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DK, DV 
22.9.79
ERBA/COMO

TAIWAN

DIRECTORY COSTS

IAC NEWSPAPER

DK and Assembly of Delegates 22 September 1979 in Erba/Como

The President’s annual report is “so-so”. He praises the positive development with 
club foundations in CHAC, ACD, ACÖ, ACNL, Norway, Spain and Taiwan. On the 
other hand, little or nothing at all is happening in other countries. There are opportu-
nities in Belgium.

The reports from the NAC President show that there are many difficulties and in 
many cases the meaning of the club cannot be properly conveyed.

Two new clubs in Taiwan on 17/18. 11. 1979

Each member will be charged CHF 10 for the member directory, which is sent out 
annually by the NAC.

The subsidy plan for the internationalization of the CHAC news is receiving the 
following support: IAC CHF 2,000; ACD CHF 8,000; ACÖ CHF 1,750; CHAC CHF 
15,000 – 18,000.-.

Preparations for the anniversary celebration in Bern in 1981 have started.

Taichung Gründung 18. November 1979

Kaoshiung Gründung 18. November 1979
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ELECTIONS

1980

DK 15.3.80

DK,DV 
21.9.80
BERLIN

Elections

Einstimmig gewählt werden:

IAC President  Jean-Pierre Schadt, CHAC 

1st Vice President  Heimo Körner, ACD

2nd Vice President  Franz Weisskirchner, ACÖ 

Past President  Helmut Clauss

Members   Claude Puthon, ACF 
Pierre Ducruet, ACIT 
Daniel de Haas. ACNL

1980
DK meeting on 15 March 1980 in Baden

The most important task for the complete DK members at this meeting is to specify 
the training in the materials and guidelines for the next three years.

The DK is happy about the first two numbers in the NAC news.

Membership numbers have grown again slightly to 100 RAC and 1,875 members.

The DV is planned for 20.9.1980 in Berlin.

Around 20 people are contesting a trip to the Far East to a celebratory induction 
of the 7th NAC, AC Taiwan (5 April).

There have been over 220 registrations for the Austrian meeting in Vienna  
on 1 May 1980.

DK and Assembly of Delegates on 21 September 1980 in Berlin

In addition to the DK, the following are present:

CHAC Arno Meier, Rudolf Rohr 
ACD:  Wolfgang Liese, Friedrich Gräf  
ACÖ:  Manfred Melzer, Rudolf Schuster  
ACF:  Jean-Paul Perge, Joseph Depret  
ACIt:  Aldo Luccini, ACNL: Wilhelm van Berk 

Guests  from AC Barcelona Pedro Campoy, Bruno Mascetti, Lugano 
 (Betreuer-Gründer)

At his first Assembly of Delegates, President Jean-Pierre Schadt can look back at a 
relatively calm year. He is especially happy that club development is slowly but 
steadily moving forward. In Spain there is now a club in Madrid, two city clubs each 
in Vienna and Annecy, Oslo?

There are no complaints for the annual invoice and the budget. The yearly dues of 
CHF 30 plus CHF 10 for the directory will remain as is.

The annual publication of the member directory is appreciated, but contains too 
many mistakes because data delivery is too late.

The IACN newsletter is well received, but it will be a permanent agenda item! (costs, 
cooperation of the NAC with reports, etc.)

CHAC suggests that the newspaper is called “AN” and not “IACN”. This is rejected by 
most NAC however.

J. P. Schadt,  
IAC President
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1981

DK 4.4.81

ASSEMBLY  
OF DELEGATES (DV)  
BERN
26.– 28.6.81

The IAC is organizing a 
trip to Taiwan for the 
founding of the NACTW 
on 5.4.1980. Around 
29 people are going with 
IAC President J.P. Schadt 
and Helmut Clauss, 
the founder of Taipei, 
 Taichung and Kaoshiung.

J.P. Schadt, JAC President

Thai dancers

1981
DK meeting on 4 April 1981 in Bern

This meeting focused on the upcoming anniversary celebration “25 Years Ambassa-
dor Club”. The entire celebration program is discussed and, where necessary, 
improved. The confirmed keynote speaker is H. Hürlimann of the Federal Council. 
Two further sessions are planned during the DV.

The Assembly of Delegates and the international anniversary celebration 
”25 Years Ambassador Club” took place on Friday 26 to Monday 29 June 1981 
in Bern. 

The program began on Friday with a welcoming drink in Hotel Bellevue-Palace. On 
Saturday morning the Assembly of Delegates was given a tour of Bern Theater and 
in the afternoon was invited to a ceremony there. It was a very dignified event with 
invaluable speeches from Federal Councilman Hürlimann, J. Pierre Schadt CHAC, 
Walter Hill, ACD and A. Lauro ACI and the performance from the Bern Musical 
Society
In the evening drinks, banquet and ball at Hotel Bellevue Palace.
On Sunday one could enjoy the esteemed wine of the city of Bern on the casino 
garden terrace and then take part in an excursion through the Bern’s old town. Lunch 
was in the Kornhaus, prepared in Bernese style: ham, braided bread, meringues with 
cream and coffee.
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DK 29.6.81

The organization was excellent and the press response was quite good. Many 
newspapers reported under the headline “Striving towards higher ideals”, and, in 
particular, made mention of the ideological stances of freedom, tolerance, friend-
ship, development of personality, etc.

DK meeting on Monday 29 June 1981 

This meeting served mainly to process the experiences of the last three days.
The celebration event was a complete success! Thanks go to the OC of the RAC 
Bern. The normal administrative tasks this weekend are almost a minor issue!

A total of 319 Ambassadors took part in the anniversary celebration (187 CHAC, 
84 ACD, 12 ACÖ, 15 ACF, 17 ACIt, 3 ACNL, 1 ACTW, 1 AC Oslo, with women). In 
total, that is about 600. Costs: Event tickets for Friday and Saturday: CHF 125. 
Sunday afternoon: CHF 25.
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IDEA

E. SCHINDLER
EARTHQUAKE HELP

1982

DK 20.3.82
PARIS

“Idea” forum: The contributions received for the working group “idea” will be 
discussed in an ACD presidium meeting. It shows that the “content” of our club 
should be further developed. Results will be published later. 

E. Schindler, AC Innsbruck, has asked the IAC (also in 
the name of the Italian Ambassadors) to undertake a 
fundraising campaign for the Italian earthquake victims. 
The answer from the DK is negative, based on the 
reasoning that it is not the responsibility of the Ambas-
sador Club. He’s calling on every Ambassador to help 
personally.

The AC Wels celebrated its 10-year founding with a big 
event and international guests. 

1982
DK meeting on 20 March 1982 in Paris

The meeting here in Paris was very successful. A complete DK was able to part in 
the ACF President’s Conference and work together positively.

The annual financial statement of 1981 could be presented on a relatively good note. 
Nonetheless, fault was found in the fact that the NAC delays the annual payments. 
Therefore, a new billing system will be discussed. 
The IACN Newspaper is more expensive than expected and so the membership 
dues should be increased as follows: Dues CHF 30.- + 10 (as usual) + 10 = CHF 40.

Elections in the fall: The DK is to increase by one member. Again, make note that no 
national club has the right to a seat in the DK.

Festbankett in der Welser Stadthalle (Teilansicht)

Egbert Schindler,  
ein sehr engagierter 
Ambassador
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DK 4.9.82
AACHEN

CASANOVA

DV 5.9.82
AACHEN

NAC SPANIEN

SKI WEEKS IN
AUSTRIA

ACD FORUM

 

The report on state and development is taking a lot of time:

Switzerland now 44 RAC, continuous development

Germany  new charters in planning, National Ambassador meeting in Aachen 
3–5 Sept. 82

Austria stagnation has been overcome, charters possible.

France 10 clubs at the moment, next charter RAC Rennes 1.6.82.

Italy  has projects and is applying for a development measure.

Holland  Daniel de Haas sends the President Dutch cheese, as he doesn’t have 
anything positive to say! 

Taiwan  Helmut Clauss reports on an active 
club life. He is constantly being invited 
as a guest there. The IAC should also 
extend an invitation! A budget will be 
approved.

Spain  the 8th club is founded. There are 
quite a few positive changes.

London  There is no permanent club premises. 
Not yet a second club in plan.

Oslo  Pleasing development with 15 mem-
bers. The AC Oslo is currently very 
active.

DK meeting on 4 September 1982 in Aachen 

The ACD proposes that for a second membership only one set of dues be billed. 
The DK decides that the second membership also has to pay dues.
Discounts for the NAC or RAC don’t affect the IAC.

There is a Bruno Casanova case. The IAC will support a course of action with a sum 
up to CHF 8,000. It is something to strive towards.

Assembly of Delegates on 5 September 1982 in Aachen

The President greets the 8th NAC and gave them a warm welcome.
Mr. Xavier Capmany is the representative from Spain.

The annual reports provide nothing new.
–  It has once again been strongly advised that the information for the membership 

directory be delivered promptly (last date 10 April).
–   The estimate for 1983 appears to be balanced. The entry fees (CHF 50) and the 

 annual dues will remain at CHF 30 + CHF 10 (membership directory). 
–  The NAC Italy have received CHF 2000 of support funds.
–  On 22.9.82 the first Belgian RAC Kortrijk will be founded. Further chapters are 

 being planned.
– A special committee for PR will be formed.

The Austrian Ski Weeks, which has taken place for years, were highly praised. Large 
turnout numbers and a good opportunity to get to know each other.

The ACD had started a forum in which many questions concerning Ambassador 
ideas can be discussed and President W. Liese says it is high time. His call to 
demonstrate the Ambassador spirit through individual charitable actions was hugely 
supported. 

Oslo
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SERVICE

ELECTIONS

 

1983

PR

DK, 15.4.83
KORTRIJK

 PR
 

IAC President J.P. Schadt made mention of this in his annual report: “Our idea and 
our bylaws don’t have the term “service club”, which is why we are not bound to 
them like other clubs. This means that our regional clubs can readily take part in joint 
relief campaigns – but only the regional clubs, and we advise them to do it effec-
tively but without all the publicity hype. The structure of our national, and especially 
the international, Ambassador Clubs doesn’t possess the means, including financial, 
to be active in this way. We can only provide moral support.”

Elections: For the term of office 1983 – 1985 the DK will be elected as follows:

President J. Pierre Schadt, unanimously reelected
Helmut Clauss, AC Münster, Xavier Capmany, AC Vic, Daniel de Haas. AC Utrecht, 
Heimo Körner, AC Wiesbaden, Aldo Lucchini, AC Milan, Claude Puthon, AC Annecy
Franz Weisskirchner, AC Vienna As revisor Martin Schwarz
Secretary General A. Bisegger and Treasurer Max Tanner were elected until 1984.
Thus the DK consists of 10 members.

1983
On 5 February, the PR Commission IAC will meet for its first discussion. Critical 
problems are for example multilingualism, different country interests, etc. After five 
hours (!) the following compromises were agreed upon: 
–  As of 84 or 85, two issues in previous format (as per 30.4. and 31.8.)
–  One issue as per 31.12. with bound content, intellectual substance. For the time 

being, separated into German and French.

DK meeting on 15 April 1983 in Kortrijk

The meeting here in Belgium is taking place on the occasion of the founding of the 
NACB. Then on April 16 the RAC Avelgem, Roeselare and Izegem will be founded. 
This marks a record for Belgium! Within a year, four clubs were founded.

The DK takes note of the good 
result of the 1982 account. 
During budget discussions, the 
question of “central meetings” 
arises in order to save costs. 
With 10 DK members precise 
planning is unavoidable.

A longer discussion deals with 
the report from the PR Commis-
sion. There are differences. The 
CHAC and ACD rejected a 
suggestion of compromise. 

The Secretary General will be in 
charge of organizing informative 
material from the so-called 
CHAC Bible (NAC statutes, RAC 
example statues, business 
guidelines, handbook, admission 
regulations, etc.).

NAC Belgien
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AC IDEALS

BERN80 + THUN
18 JUNE 83

DV 24.9.83
TRIESTE

ACD AND SERVICE

The ACD has in mind the idea of an annual issue which would take a position on 
questions and ideals of the Ambassador Club through excellent contributions and 
furthermore would include an appendix with important information. The most 
important articles should be multilingual, as the IACN is the only connection to the 
Ambassadors. 

W. Liese criticizes in an issue of “Position” (IACN 1/83), a leaflet from the IAC: 
…“Instead of “the noise of many” selection of an elite”. 
…“Care for noble sentiments“…
– This is the basic gist of this brochure. An embarrassing arrogance!”

Der IAC is providing legal assistance for William Liu from AC Taipei in matters 
concerning Bruno Casanova, Chur.

Two RACs celebrated their 
founding together for the first 
time. The RAC Bern 80 and the 
AC Thun sent international 
invitations to a three-day event 
and greeted about 350 partici-
pants. It was a very diverse and 
dignified occasion that perfectly 
embodied the Ambassador idea. 
The Chutzitrum, Taverne restau-
rant, a ceremony in the Knight’s 
Hall of the Castle Thun with 
invaluable speeches from IAC 
President J.P. Schadt and 
Hans-Beat Grimm, welcoming 
drinks in the city of Thun with 
cadet music at the pier, with a 
ship bound for Interlaken and 
with carriages to the Grand 
Hotel Jungfrau-Viktoria, big 
banquet, old jazz matinee on 
parting.

Assembly of Delegates on 24 September 1983 in Trieste/Italy

The entire DK is in attendance here in Trieste.
The President’s annual report shows a “happy year”! It apparently didn’t have too 
many problems.
The annual reports present a different picture. The development is partially good, in 
other areas rather bad.
– In Italy, Udine is to be founded, and some point later Turin and Rome.

Willy Daemelinck explains the swift development in Belgium. He wants to achieve 
25 RAC in two years! 
– The AC Houston was founded on 22 June 1983. 
– In France there are upcoming foundings. In Holland the AC Utrecht has dissolved!
–  Austria has a problem with foundings. There should soon be a founding in Salzburg 

however. Once again a huge success with the Ski Weeks.
–  The ACD has noted a certain disinterest in young people for gentlemen’s clubs. The 

question arises if we can live with the idea in the long run or if a certain opening in 
the direction of “service” must be undertaken. The subsequent discussion high-
lights once again that the individual members, or even the RAC anonymously, can 
take part in service campaigns, just not the IAC and NAC. 

Founding celebration Bern 80 and Thun
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PURPOSE?

RAC MANILA

1984

DK, 5.84 GENEVA

DV, 22.11.84 SITGES

–  The purpose of the Ambassador Club came to a discussion. Are young people in-
terested in participating in gentlemen’s clubs? Is the thought of service a plus point 
for our “competitors”? The debate ends with the conclusion that we sell unknown 
“goods” and we don’t have any management. This problem should be addressed in 
new PR material Vademecum.

–  The IACN should be printed as usual for the time being, although every develop-
ment for improvement should be recognized. 

–  Enameled metal car badges are being ordered for CHF 12.50 per badge. 200 
pieces for now.

–  The NACB receives its start-up support of CHF 2,500.

A step further in Asia 
was possible. In the 
Philippines, the RAC 
Manila was founded on 
22 November 1983. This 
founding is thanks to 
previous IAC President 
Helmut Clauss from 
AC Münster/D. 

Membership numbers as per 1.7.1983: 123 RAC and 2,246 members

1984
DK meeting end of May 1984 in Geneva

DK and Assembly of Delegates on 22 September 1984 in Sitges

This meeting in Sitges is 
focused mainly on the 
contact with the Spanish 
Ambassadors.
We hope to help in Spain 
with development.

In the annual report J. 
Pierre Schadt writes:
On the whole our growth 
is good. We now have 
nine national and 132 
regional clubs. Together 
with the four “isolated” 
clubs in London, Oslo, 
Houston and Manila we 
total 2,374 members.

Meeting at Sitges / Spain

Founding of RAC Manila
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GOLF AND TENNIS

BELGIUM

The ACD bases its success on cross-club sports events. For example, an ACD Golf 
Club, with a trophy, is being launched. A tennis tournament is also being held for the 
fourth time by AC Würzburg.

The NAC executive committee Picture 84/1 Executive Committee AC Belgium is also 
very active in Belgium. Under the “Voorzitter“ of ACB, W. Daemelinck, growth is 
expected.

Our newsletter “IACN”, which comes out every three months, is being positively 
received by most clubs and these are also making an effort to supply our editor with 
the necessary contributions.

1.  Division of the club: In favor of a second new club in the same region, reasons 
such as better contact among members, deepening friendships and fewer 
absences can be considered. On the other hand, bigger clubs have a better 
opportunity to represent different professions. 

2.  The tiresome business of absences: A statistic from the German clubs shows a 
participation rate of between 47% and 93%! In general, absences in big clubs are 
more common.

3.  Rejuvenation: We know clubs that have an average age of 63 and higher. In 
contrast, all new clubs have an average age of around 40. It should be ensured 
that when choosing new members, young people are given precedence. 

4  Quality: The IAC requests all clubs to pay special attention to quality regarding 
admissions and club programs. 

Apart from that, we have federalist principles, and regional clubs are therefore free 
to organize their club life.

Balance sheet as per 31.12.1983

Income statement income CHF 102,037   Assets CHF 93,753 
  expenses  CHF 105,984

  loss CHF -3,947 

Executive committee AC Belgium
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CH SKI WEEK

AC LENZBURG
AC WOHLEN

BOURG-EN-BRESSE

1985

DK 20.4.85
BADEN

INVOICE 84!

1. Swiss Ski Week:

Inspired by the successful Austrian Ski Weeks, which was started in 1971 by Lothar 
Haberkorn and is a great way to encourage contact and friendship gave way to 
statements such as:
“The Swiss have mountains too …?“… the first Swiss Ski Weeks were organized by 
Heinz Pfanner on behalf of AC Thun from 31 March to 7 April 84 in Zermatt. The trial 
run was a complete success, as the international participation was exceptional. From 
ACD 7, CHAC 17, ACF 2 and many from ACÖ 39 participants = total 56. 

AC Lenzburg-Seetal and AC Wohlen-Freiamt jointly celebrated the induction with a 
three-day event from 31.8 to 2.9.1984.

In France, AC Bour-en-Bresse was founded on 27 September 1984.

1985
DK meeting on 20 April 1985 in Baden

Treasurer Max Tanner surprises the Management Committee with the invoice for 
1984. There is a setback of CHF 11,285, at least a quarter of the Club’s assets!

Reasons are:
–  On the asset side of things, dues have been the same for years, namely CHF 30. 

In addition to this there is minimal growth and many, even whole clubs, have not 
paid!

–  On the liability side, the tasks and responsibilities are increasing to an extent 
faster than our club can expand internationally. The publication of Vademecums 
would have created a bigger hole in the budget if CHAC had not covered the costs 
for printing in the Swiss national languages. The DV of the IAC should apply for a 
future annual fee of CHF 50. 

Claude Python is submitting an offer for the membership directory and the IACN on 
behalf of ACF and ACB. It should be noted however that the CHAC is the editor.

The budget will be discussed with the new annual fee CHF 50. This will be neces-
sary because a new six-language brochure is being planned, and we also have to 
think of a new version and an update of the archives.

With the exception of the Secretary General and the Treasurer, the three-year term 
of the remaining DK members is expiring. Arno Meier, AC Baden was suggested. If 
elected, he will present his committee in accordance with the Amsterdam resolution 
and be confirmed by the DV.

Ski Week in Zermatt
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AC WERDENBERG
AC BRUGG

AMBASSADOR  
DISCUSSION

FUND

WOMEN

SKIING IN
SCUOL/VULPERA

SKI IN
SCUOL/VULPERA

AC Werdenberg was founded on 5 February 1985 and AC Brugg was able to hold its 
founding celebration with a big event on 15 June. 

Also, in Spain, Norway and Belgium, there has been a lot of activity in terms of AC, 
as the pictures show:

The ACÖ organized an Ambassador discussion in the Innsbruck Congress House. 
All ACÖ directors and interested parties were invited.  
Chairman President G. Oksakowski. 
Guests: Arno Meier (Candidate IAC President) and Secretary General A. Bisegger. 

The main topic was an NAC questionnaire: What are we? What do we want?

The evaluation of the answers quickly focused on topics such as our Ambassador 
awareness, inter-club concepts, autonomous club life, setting goals for healthy 
growth and the need for Ambassador management. Our club is characterized as: 
A friendship club with tolerant orientation which offers every member the possibility 
to develop his personality and interests. This is why the club cannot be an associa-
tion with certain goals (politics, theater, music, sports, service). However, the club 
should create an atmosphere where personalities of different professions and 
interests can come together in an open and friendly discussion – an island in a sea 
of interest associations.

The suggestion from Egbert Schindler, AC Innsbruck, on creating a catastrophe fund 
must be rejected, as it is not within our means. 

The question of women is briefly discussed again based on the point that the 
Soroptimisten are considering the inclusion of men.

Another international Ambassador meeting is being planned for 1987 (every six 
years). Franz Weisskirchner is in charge of checking if this is possible in Vienna.

The number of RAC has increased from 131 to 137, from 2374 to 2451 members.

The Austrian and Swiss Ski Weeks are being merged 
this year. From 26.1 to 2.2.85, 80 Ambassadors from 
four countries and 18 clubs met in Scuol/Vulpera in 
Unterengadin! (CHAC 22, ACD 27, ACA 29, ACF 2). 

It was a great event that the participants generally feel 
should definitely have a permanent place on the annual 
program. Because of the big turnout, however, the 
organization is difficult and so each country should 
once again plan their own week.

Oslo, Norway Bruges, Belgium

Scuol
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DK, DV 21.9.85
BRÜGGE

EARTHQUAKE
DONATION

RAC CEBU

CLUBS IN ASIA

DK and Assembly of Delegates on 21 September 1985 in Brügge/B

There are eight countries present. Taiwan was the only country unable to send a 
representative.
Max Tanner explained that the financial statements had a relatively large loss. This 
was acknowledged and unanimously granted relief.
The increase in the annual fee to CHF 50 will be approved without further notice.

Elections:
Arno Meier was elected IAC President with enthusias-
tic applause for the next office term as of 1.1.86. 

Further DK members: 
Xavier Capmany, AC Barcelona, Gino Garmigniani, 
AC Milano, Jean Chapuis, AC Annecy I, Helmut Clauss, 
AC Münster, Willy Daemelinck, AC Kortrijk, Heribert 
Schar, AC Innsbruck, Hanns Ulbricht, AC Baden-Baden, 
Auditor Martin Schwarz.

With the exception of the Secretary General and the 
Treasurer, the office term lasts three years.

The DK will constitute itself at the first meeting.
The OC for the congress in Vienna, 18 – 21 September 1987 would belong to 
G.  Oksakowski, President ACÖ and Secretary General A. Bisegger, among others.

Despite a significantly cheaper offer from Belgium, Vademekum and IACN will not be 
printed there. Based on good documentation, A. Bisegger demonstrated that data 
storage, translation, etc. does not allow for change.

At the Christmas party of the AC Innsbruck on 14.12.85 the campaign “Ambassador 
House” was brought to an end. The aid for earthquake victims in Italy, which was 
started by Egbert Schindler with the construction of a house, was completed. The 
Ambassadors donated ATS 200,000. The collection managed to amass a surplus of 
ATS 50,000. This is to be paid into a support fund for needy Ambassadors.

Der zweite AC auf den 
Philippinen, der RAC 
Cebu wird mit 14 
Mitgliedern gegründet. 
The situation in Cebu is 
noteworthy:
50,000 inhabitants. 
There are apparently 17 
Rotary clubs and an un-
known number of Lions, 
 Kiwanis, etc.!

In Asia, there is a very different relationship to clubs. From a business and social 
point of view, it is imperative that you are in a service club here. During initiation you 
sing the national anthem and you take an oath!

Arno Meier,  
JAC-Präsident

From left to right: A. Bisegger, José Valdecaas, 
Arno Meier
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1986

DK, 25.4.86

DK, DV 26.9.86
ZURICH

1986
DK meeting on 25–26 April 1986 and ACD Ambassador Day in Baden-Baden. 

Position on the Amsterdam decisions: DK members are not representatives of their 
respective NAC, but executive members who are responsible for communicating 
most decisions of DK to their NAC. The DV is the legislative organ of the IAC.

Constitution of DK: Unanimous election of Gino Carmignani as 1st Vice President and 
Xavier Capmany as 2nd Vice President.
The general trend shows an increase from 249 to 2690 members.

The call for PR material is not to be ignored. It should precede the Vademecum as 
promotional material.

The ACD has enjoyed considerable success in Baden-Baden with its “Ambassadors 
Day.” The content of the keynote speech by Heinrich Heine: “Ambassadors say yes 
to the future.”

DK and Assembly of Delegates 26 September 1986 in Zurich 

AC President Arno Meier welcomes a complete DK. The NAC NL and Taiwan are 
excused. Jan Joris Blomme from AC Pretoria is present.

The program of the IAC Congress in Vienna in 1987 is presented. The idea of replac-
ing the official speech by a small book is welcomed. It should be written by different 
authors in an entertaining and interesting way on the topic of “idea”.

In general:
–   Priority Europe, reducing the high number of German-speaking Ambassadors.
–   The role of the AC worldwide, partner clubs across the borders.
–   Appeal to participate in the IACN.
–   J. Joris Blomme announces foundation in Johannesburg. It will allow not only 

white members to join.

Helmut Clauss talks about his achievements in the Philippines. The AC Manila is 
established and there is a good chance that soon more clubs will start. It should be 
noted here that Taiwan and the Philippines were established due to the business 
relations and personal effort of Helmut Clauss.

ACD Board, Speech H. Heine
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AC THUN  
AND MOUNTAIN  
FARMER’S  
CAMPAIGN

A LOOK BACK
1977–1986

Should we promote 
social causes? Should 
the AC provide help? This 
is an ongoing question 
for Ambassadors. The AC 
Thun has chosen a 
“social campaign”. In 
October 86, Club 
President H. Pfanner was 
able to report on a very 
successful mountain 
farmers campaign. All 23 
club friends helped out 
enthusiastically and gave 
two Saturdays of their 
time to lay a water line 
for an invalid mountain 
farmer! The costs were 
assumed by the club. 

All the skeptics who oppose “service”, let it be known: helping in and of itself was 
good for us Club members and has welded us together!

Looking back at the years  
1977 to 1986
In this third decade, the Ambassador Club has grown in 14 countries resulting in 93 
new clubs. Unfortunately, there have been a few disbandments. 

Today we have 145 RAC with 2565 members.  
CH 52/1115, D 39/705, IT 6/60, A 8/165, F 15/223, NL 4/40, GB 1/10, NO 1/17, E 4/32, 
TW 3/33, B 10/138, PH 1/21, US 1/6.

It looks as though the Ambassador Club has consolidated in the last few years. 
However, growth is slowly but steadily progressing.

The topics of discussion certainly did not run dry. There hasn’t been a year in which 
the topics of statutes, about the idea, about “service” and the question “What are 
we?” were not vehemently discussed. Despite rejection – social or cultural activities 
are carried out by a number of clubs but mostly silently. Bring nothing into the public 
eye!

It is encouraging to see the development of joint activities. The Austrian Ski Week, 
with its great success, has now also inspired Switzerland to do something. Three 
excellent ski weeks in the Swiss Alps have shown that so many new, close friend-
ships can be made. Hans Rettl, AC Villach, and Heinz Pfanner, AC Thun, will continue 
to organize these weeks.

Mountain Farmer’s campaign from AC Thun
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1987

DK 25.4.87
BADEN

YOUTH CLUB

DK, DV, VIENNA
18.–21.9.87

WALDHEIM

1987
DK meeting on 25 April 1987 in Baden

Preparations for the big Ambassador meeting in Vienna are in full swing.
The anthology, which various Ambassadors are working on, will be ready in time.

On 31.3.87, the 10 NAC, the NAC Philippines, was founded. A trip to the ceremonial 
induction from 12 to 28 November 1987 is planned.

In order to establish a national Club Norway a third regional club is needed.

After much discussion of whether a youth club should 
be founded, AC Rhine Valley was established on 14 
April 1987. These are mainly the sons of Ambassadors 
on the Swiss and Austrian side of the Rhine. CHAC 
President Albert Bosshardt has particularly advocated 
the concept.

DK, Assembly of Delegates and Ambassador meeting in Vienna  
18 – 21 September 1987

Everything revolves around this Congress, which is well prepared, but with an 
enormous amount of work. The festive appreciation of 25 years AC Austria.

On Friday, evening a cocktail reception at the City Hall.

On Saturday, the participants are spoiled for choice: various sightseeing programs,

an opera, a wine tavern or the musical, Cats!

On Sunday, Schonbrunn Palace, a festive evening in the ballroom of the Hofburg 
with a screening of the State Opera Ballet.

On Monday, a ride through the Burgenland.

A highlight of this festive evening in the Hofburg was the attendance of Federal 
President Kurt Waldheim.

This large and exquisite 
event saw more than 700 
participants in attend-
ance. A huge number 
that proved to be reward 
for the hard work of the 
organizers.

The anthology is finished 
and will be given to all 
participants (bound 
leather to guests!).

Congress in Vienna

Albert Bosshardt
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WITH THE BIKE
TO VIENNA

SAILING WEEKS

NEW CLUBS IN 
SWITZERLAND

NACPH
ESTABLISHMENT 

Some friends from AC 
Thun (Peter Bürki, Klaus 
Lamprian, Ruedi Bächler) 
have completed their 
visit to Vienna in an 
unusual way. They 
peddled the whole way 
from Switzerland to 
Vienna by bike in one 
week! On the way they 
visited and had dinner at 
AC Innsbruck and two 
days later, received a big 
red carpet reception in 
Wels.

Inspired by the pleasant, friendly atmosphere at the Ski Weeks, Karl-Heinz Meyer, 
President ACD, decides to organize sailing weeks for his AC friends. The first week 
was a great success and very well organized by Ingelore Meyer, which took place in 
the Baltic Sea with three boats and 15 participants. (5. – 11.9.1987).

In Switzerland there are some new club foundings to report:
1 January AC Genève-Rhone, 6 April AC Frauenfeld, 9 April AC Zizers, 24 June AC 
Belp, and the 55th RAC in Switzerland, on 9 July, the AC Willisau.

Trip to the Philippines, 12 – 28 November 1987.

Ambassadors have 
friends all over the world. 
IAC President Arno Meier 
and a group of about 50 
club friends from 
Switzerland and Germany 
were able to convince 
themselves that from 
12 – 28 November 1987, 
they should congratulate 
the Philippine Ambassa-
dors on establishing the 
National Ambassador 
Club and enjoy their 
hospitality. 

With the bike to Vienna

NACPH Establishment Philippines
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1988

DK 16.4.88
KORTRIJK

Through personal efforts, 
Helmut Clauss succeed-
ed in founding Manila, 
Baguio and Cebu.

It’s a long way to Manila. 
Departure from Frankfurt 
(0 degrees!), layover in 
Karachi, a stop in Bang-
kok (30 degrees!), 
visiting the “Klongs” and 
the Royal Palace. In 
Manila a huge reception 
at the airport, great 
all-round support from 
our friends, very impres-
sive reception with 
President Aquino, 
dignified induction of 
NACPH in the Coconut 
Palace. Another flight out 
to club friends in Baguio, 
a helicopter flight to the 
famous rice terraces. 
Great reception and 
overwhelming hospitality 
in Cebu.

After a three-day beach holiday on the island of Boracay the return journey was 
made.

An eventful journey, deeply impressed by the hospitality of our Filipino Ambassador 
friends, leaving with the desire to meet again at the end. “Mabuhay”!

1988
DK meeting, 16. April 1988 in Kortrijk

Today, on the occasion of the fifth anniversary of the NACB, the charter ceremony of 
the RAC Kontrijk is taking place.

Requests and suggestions from the members:
–  Jean Chapuis had objections to make regarding all agenda points and requested 

the establishment of commissions for the senior and youth question, the issue of 
women’s membership. He criticized the expenses regulation, requested activation 
of the anthology and much more. He also presented budget options.

–  The clerk seriously wondered why Jean Chapuis was intent on ruining the session; 
a misunderstanding is the reason! Jean Chapuis confused the international level 
with the national. The structure of Ambassador Club is not dictated from the top 
down, but life sprouts from the regional club upwards to the national club. Under 
the statutes and mandatory provisions, both the regional and the national club pos-
sesses the greatest possible freedom.

These misconceptions must be dispelled!

Herzlicher Empfang am Flughafen von Manila

Legende?
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DK, DV 23.9.88
NUREMBERG

PUBLICITY

SERVICE

 
 

ELECTIONS

The 31st CHAC Assembly 
of Delegates / the 10th 
Swiss Ambassadors 
meeting will be held in 
Sitten in May. An amaz-
ing program will be on 
offer that is quite diverse 
yet not overwhelming. In 
Sitten’s Council Hall, the 
Assembly will meet with 
the delegates of the 59 
RAC.

The two Walliser RAC are 
celebrating a 20th 
anniversary and Ambas-
sador friend and Mayor 
Rolf Escher will give the 
keynote speech.

DK and Assembly of Delegates on 24 September 1988 in Nuremberg

The DV is preparing itself, the account and budget are not problematic, there are 
elections coming up. The AC Nürnberg is celebrating 20 years.
The organization of a President Conference is being considered. One such confer-
ence is to be organized as a test on 22.4.89 in Baden.

Under “comments” everything is all about awareness, which in all countries – with 
the possible exception of Switzerland and Belgium – is very low. But there is a 
question mark hanging over the idea of service. Many are not ready to morph into a 
service club. Helpfulness yes, but privately.

President Arno Meier regrets that he received only four annual NAC reports. This 
must definitely be improved, otherwise contact will be lost.
We have once again grown somewhat. What is striking is the growth in the NACB, 
CHAC and NACIT.
The financial statements for 1987 closed with assets of CHF 97,251. The budget for 
1989 has been calculated with 3000 members and approved.
The member directory should once again be printed in book format (105 x 200 mm) 
on white paper with alphabetical listings and issued in the odd-numbered years. In 
the even-numbered years, there will only be a page containing important numbers. 
The costs saved are to be used for publications.

Election: 
President  Arno Meier, CH  Members:  
Vice President  Willy Damelinck,  Knut Bjerke, AC Oslo
Vice President  Xavier Capmny,  B Helmut Clauss, AC Münster
Old President  Jean-Pierre Schadt, CH  E Elio Colombo, AC Busto Arsizio
Secretary General  Arthur Bisegger, CH  Jean Lazzarini, AC Annemasse
Treasurer  Max Tanner, CH  Heribert Schar, AC Innsbruck
Auditor  Martin Schwarz Hans W. Ulbricht, AC Baden-Baden
12 DK members (!?).

Assembly of Delegates in Sitten
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AC NÜRNBERG
ANNIVERSARY

STÖCKLIGARDE

QUO VADIS AC

1989

PC 15.4.89
BADEN

The AC Nürnberg is celebrating its 20th anniversary. A dignified occasion presents 
the opportunity for many friends from near and far to meet.

In RAC Bern56, a senior walking group has formed. 
It is not a club within the club, it is a voluntary group of 
pensioners. In Switzerland, the farmers walk across 
their farms, they go with walking sticks (Stöckli), hence 
the name “Stöckli-Garde”. They meet every week and 
enjoy the camaraderie among AC friends.

In the AC Ski Weeks, there are often intense discus-
sions with the attending ambassadors regarding the 
AC. On June 4, 1988, 16 skiers came from German, 
Austria and Switzerland to meet in Feldkirch, had a 
roundtable discussion and formulated the results in a 
protocol “Quo Vadis”. Keeping in mind the desires of 
the AC, 12 points of criticism were discussed and 
suggestions were also made. This protocol was sent to the IAC.
A short time afterwards, the author of the protocol, President George Oksakowski, 
received a response from the future IAC Secretary General, François Gasser, with 
such indecent language that it cannot be quoted!
The IAC shows no willingness to talk, but the document will be discussed internally.

1989
DK meeting on 14 April 1989 in Baden

The interesting thing about this DK meeting is that although Norway doesn’t yet 
have a national club, Knut Bjerke has his spot in the DK.
The concept for the new member directory is welcomed, a reconsideration request 
for annual publication is made because according to experts, pages with the impor-
tant information are hardly cheaper to make.
CHF 20,000 will be reserved for promotional printing (based on documents from 
Beat Grimm).

First President’s Conference on 15 April 1989 in Baden

The focus of the discussions was the problem with IACN.
President J. Lueck notes that there should be a written IACN work whose content 
has to be interesting. CHAC President Arthur Imhof notes that publishing rights lie 
with the CHAC and, therefore, the Swiss committees have to decide. A certain guar-
antee will be requested regarding the question of who will take editorial responsibil-
ity if publishing rights are to be waived.
Communication is very important and therefore in the future the IAC as opposed to 
the CHAC, or rather the DK IAC should be the editor. Heribert Schar will formulate 
the necessary statute changes. An IAC editorial agreement should also include the 

Helmut Gropper, 
founder of the 
«Stöckli-Garde».
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QUO VADIS AC?

ACD PRESIDENT
KARL-HEINZ MEYER

DK, DV 22.9.89
LUCERNE

publication of four issues per year. A volume of 48 pages, distributed to the various 
NAC. At the expense of the IAC; the responsibility lies with the DK.

To coordinate the members of administration, the post of the Assistant Secretary 
General is to be created. François Gasser is available.

The question of the separation of the IAC secretariat from that of the CHAC is 
raised.

Kurt Mayerhofer reminds us of the documented discussion “Quo vadis AC” amongst 
ski friends and proposes establishing two commissions for increased growth and 
youth work. The President’s Conference is, for the most part, of the opinion that the 
DK should consult on the problem (and not members!). A. Imhof explains that the 
CHAC is best acquainted with the problems and therefore take surveys into its own 
hands. Max Tanner noted that the whole problem is known only to the CHAC, ACD 
and ACÖ, The Feldkirch Protocol should be translated for any other NAC.

At the ACD Assembly of Delegates on 22 April 1989, Dr. Karl-Heinz Meyer was 
elected president. And he also got people thinking with an article entitled “Quo Vadis 
AC?” in the IACN:

“For me, a particular concern is the involvement of young people in 
our AC idea. This is a difficult issue because we are partly dealing 
with services for others and are thus quickly thrown into the service 
category. But friendship also includes service!”

DK and Assembly of Delegates on 22 September 1989 in Lucerne

President Arno Meier welcomes all DK members. François Gasser is also present.
The international AC newsletter makes for lot of discussion. ACD requests that only 
two issues a year, but therefore attention be focused on quality.
It is agreed to two issues per year.
Responsibility is also an important aspect. It is not the IAC President, but rather an 
editorial commission that must take on the responsibility. The DK is aware of the dif-
ficulties of editor, costs, trilingualism, etc.

The issues raised in “Quo vadis AC” are not discussed with the authors but are to 
be handled internally in the IAC.

Apart from the NAC Philippines all are represented. For Taiwan, Yang Chiang-Chuen 
made the long journey.

François Gasser is in charge of the administration of the member directory, data 
collection and transitioning to computer processing.

Secretary General Arthur Bisegger and Treasurer Max Tanner will make their man-
dates available as of 31 December 1990.

Greetings from Taiwan with H. Clauss
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CAMILO JOSÉ CELA

1990

AC & FORMER GDR

BUDAPEST

FERNDOWN

DK 8.6.90
BADEN

The Spaniard Camilo José Cela, Nobel Prize recipient for literature, is an honorary 
member of the Ambassador Club Saragossa.

Members as per 1. September 1989

CHAC 61 1265   ACTW  3  36
ACD  41  799   ACE  6  62
ACB 24  280   ACPH  3  60
ACÖ  14  250   Norway  2  26
ACF  16  252   AC Rheintal  1  12
ACIT  11  118 (Youth club) 
ACNL  3  46

Total 185 RAC and 3,206 members

1990
New tasks for the ACD. Our club idea is in demand in Eastern Europe!

This was reported by the ACD President Karl-Heinz Meyer after the Fall of the Wall. 
There are already RAC that have been founded: in Leipzig, Weimar, Chemnitz and 
Dresden.

On 9 March 1990, the 
RAC Budapest was 
founded. The first 
President is Dr. Attila 
Naszály. 

On 7 April 1990, the first 
RAC was founded in 
Great Britain. It is the 
AC Ferndown.
There has been many 
years of friendship 
between the members 
of the AC Bregenz and 
the former members of the Round Table Ferndown and therefore it seemed logical 
that the former Bregenzer Round Table members campaign for a foundation. This is 
largely due to Kurt Mayrhofer.

DK meeting on 8 June 1990 in Baden

The DK is in full attendance. Opening up to the east has been completed and it 
appears that there is interest in our ideals. In recent months all DK members were 
often in meetings here in the former GDR, in Poland, in Czechoslovakia and in 
Hungary.

The accounts for 1989 entail massive provisions because no directory was pub-
lished.

The budget for 1991 is based on previous dues. Currently we have 3,800 members 
in 10 NAC, that is, 228 RAC in 14 countries. Not all members are paying members 
and where the economic conditions are bad, we understand. The DK decides to 
draw up invoices but not to collect.

A new promotional brochure is ready and will be available in seven languages.

RAC Budapest
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PK 9.6.90
BADEN

YOUTH CLUB

PRAGUE

DK, DV 22.9.90
OSLO

ELECTIONS

2nd President’s Conference on 9 June 1990 in Baden

Apart from the DK, the following are present: CHAC Gerold Haenssler, ACD Horst 
Nägler, ACÖ Kurt Mayrhofer, ACF Christian François, ACIT Franco Della Vedova, ACE 
Salvador Planas, ACB Marcel Hanappe. Holland, Taiwan and the Philippines are 
excused.

Growth / youth work: The Youth Club Rheintal has joined as a normal RAC with the 
NACÖ. The question of youth remains however, as long as our RAC are too old. The 
idea of a youth exchange for the 700th anniversary of Swiss Confederation is 
welcomed and planned.

The editorial statute for the NACN, drawn up by A. Bisegger, will provide point-for-
point advice. We are looking for an editor. The question of “sponsorship” and 
advertisements in the newspaper also arises.

On September 15, 1990, AC Prague was founded by IAC President Arno Meier. Two 
sponsor clubs were responsible for the foundation: The AC Mittelrhein / D and the 
AC St. Gallen / CH.

DK and Assembly of Delegates on 22 September 1990 in Oslo

The DK welcomes Attila Naszály from Budapest. He is pleased that the next Presi-
dent’s Conference will be held concurrently with the induction of AC Budapest. 
Possibly even with the establishment of the NAC Hungary.

The Members Administration is not working 100 percent smoothly even for François 
Gasser. He refers to incorrect and late data delivery. The fault lies with the computer 
program, however. It is not user friendly (not compatible) and is very expensive.

President Arno Meier is pleased with the good turnout, because only TW and NL are 
missing.
The development is gratifying; we can report that clubs have been formed in former 
East Germany, Hungary, Czechoslovakia and in England. Clubs are even being 
founded in Spain.

Elections:
For the outgoing Arthur Bisegger, François Gasser was elected as Secretary General.
For Max Tanner, the new Treasurer is Martin Schwarz.
Auditor I is J.Hugonnet of AC Lausanne and Auditor II is Michael Erlich of AC Belp.

AC Prague
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11 YEARS 
AC SOLOTHURN

MANILA

Editorial statute: The ACD wants to request that the Editorial Committee be repealed 
and the IAC President assume greater responsibility. The application of the DK is 
approved.

Looking back at the year 1989, Arno Meier lists the many events at which represent-
atives of the DK were always present. It should be noted that in addition to seven 
meetings and conferences five club establishments, three anniversaries and five 
NAC, delegate meetings were also attended.

For Solothurn the number 
11 is holy. That’s why the 
AC Solothurn is celebrat-
ing its 11th anniversary on 
11.11.1990 with a very 
original program.
For the 700th celebration 
of Switzerland in 1991, 
the CHAC is inviting
the sons and daughters 
of the Ambassadors. 
Youth between the ages 
of 14 and 20 are wel-
come to join.

The President’s Conference enjoys a reputation for being an opinion-forming, 
informal meeting and should stay that way.

A member of the AC Manila is named a Minister! President Corazon Aquino has 
appointed Oscar M. Orbos Minister of Transport.

Officers and new members of AC Cebu taking the oath

11th anniversary AC Solothurn
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1991

DK, PK 5.4.91
BUDAPEST

DK 20.9.91
BARCELONA

AC LUBUMBASHI

1991
DK and President’s Conference on 5 – 7 April 1991 in Budapest

As there are already three RACs in Hungary, IAC President Arno Meier took the 
opportunity on this occasion to found NAC Hungary. Because the Deputy Mayor was 
attending as a guest, the current political and financial situation of the city of Buda-
pest and the country was explained very impressively. There is great optimism.

An interesting program visit was the social highlight this event.

DK meeting on 20 September 1991 in Barcelona

The following DK members are present:

President   
Arno Meier AC Baden  Knut Bjerke, AC Oslo

1. Vice President   
Willy Daemelik, AC Kortrijk  Helmut Clauss AC Münster

2. Vice President   
Xavier Capmany, AC Barcelona  Elio Colombo, AC Busto-Arsizio

Secretary General   
François Gasser, AC Bern 80  Jean Lazzarini, AC Annemasse

Treasurer   
Martin Schwarz, AC Bern 80  Attila Naszaly, AC Budapest 

Rep. Secretary   
A. Bisegger, AC Baden   Heribert Schar, AC Innsbruck 

Hans W. Ulbricht, AC Baden-Baden

Guest present in the meeting:  
Marcel Hanappe, Editor-in-chief IACD, AC Deinze Leiestreek. 

DK member Jean-Pierre Schadt, AC Genève-Lac, former President, is deceased.

Two candidates for the office of IAC President have been noted:
Claude Puthon, AC Annecy I and Willy Daemelinck, AC Kortrijk.
Regarding the remaining DK members, a never-ending discussion unfolds.  
The Secretary General points to the statutes.

Applications for the establishment of a management committee and the decision on 
changing the fees regulations, as well as changes in the statutes are to be post-
poned for later meetings because no agreement could be reached.

The statutes of the AC Lubumbashi, Zaire are approved.

Because of harsh criticism of the IACN no. 1, H. W. Ulbricht resigned from the 
Editorial Committee.

 
Founding Hungary
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CH YOUTH  
EXCHANGE

DV 21.9.91
BARCELONA

ELECTIONS

The Youth Exchange of 1991 was a 
success. Out of 14 RAC, 28 families 
have registered to receive exchanges. 
Switzerland is receiving young guests 
from Spain (16), from Germany (6), from 
Belgium (4), Taiwan (2) and from the 
Netherlands and the Philippines 
(1 each).

Assembly of Delegates on 21 September 1991 in Barcelona

The President is pleased about the big turnout of NAC participants.

The annual financial statement for 1990 provided grounds for discussion:
–  The revenue corresponds to the budget.
–  The member directory has led to additional costs of CHF 12,000.
–  The Management Committee has incurred additional costs of approximately 

CHF 13,000, especially because of the meeting in Oslo.
–  The costs of the replacement of the IAC at NAC occasions and for founding new 

RACs and NACs in England and Czechoslovakia were not foreseen and exceed the 
budget by about CHF 24,000.

–  Equity has decreased to CHF 55,000.
–  The membership fee will be increased from CHF 50 to CHF 70.
–  Simultaneous interpretation will be agreed upon for DVs.

Some NAC Presidents request that balance and budget be sent together with the 
invitation. Thus, one would have time to study the figures thoroughly. This will be 
done in three languages.
Eastern European countries are having problems with the payment of the dues. 
 Karl-Heinz Meyer requests that these countries be exempt from paying the fees.

The election of a new IAC President goes unanimously to Willy Daemelinck because 
the ACF is not fully behind its candidate C. Puthon.
The new president presents his goals. Among other things he wants to double the 
number of members, but this does not have the agreement of all those present.

Marta und Mireira geniessen die 
Bergbahnen Weltjugend-Tag
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SPAIN

AC KARLSBAD

1992

CHANGES IN THE
DK:

In Spain, the 9th club was founded on 13 April, the RAC Teruel. The national DEv took 
place in Andorra on 2 June 1991.

With the cooperation of AC Prague and AC Baden/CH, 
the AC Karlsbad and the NAC Czechoslovakia were 
founded on 22 June 1991. The OC invited representa-
tives from the ACs Prague, Bratislava, Kosice and the 
future AC Tatry together with Ambassadors from 
Germany, Austria and Switzerland.

1992
The new DK as of 1.1.1992:

President  Willy Daemelinck, ACB  Elio Colombo, ACIT

1st Vice President  Gerold Haenssler, CHAC  Christian François, ACF

2nd Vice President  Heribert Schar, ACA  Marcel Hanappe, ACB

Past President  Arno Meier, CHAC  Jean Lazzarini, ACF 

Secretary General  François Gasser, CHAC  Kurt Mayrhofer, ACA

Treasurer  Martin Schwarz, CHAC  Karl-Heinz Meyer, ACD

Rep. Secretary   Arthur Bisegger, CHAC  Attila Naszaly, ACHU 
Knut Bjerke, NACN  Xavier Capmany, ACE 
Helmut Clauss, ACD  Otto Rredenbacher, ACD

Unplanned DK meeting in Bern (documents are not available)
Main focus of this meeting is the personnel changes in the DK.

RAC Teruel, Spain

AC Karlsbad
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W. DAEMELINCK

 

GEROLD 
 HAENSSLER

F. GASSER

DK, 4.4.92
BERN

AC 
SCHAFFHAUSEN

DK, DV 3.10.92
OSTENDE

Elected IAC President Willy Daemelinck, ACB,  
died after only 10 days in office. He couldn’t  
hold one meeting! He was a believer in the 
 Ambassador idea and wanted to do the best  
for the club in his role.

According to statutes, Vice President  
Gerold Haenssler will assume the office of  
IAC President ad interim.

François Gasser resigned as Secretary General  
on 24 February 1992 and later resigned from the  
AC (?).

DK meeting on 4 April 1992 in Bern

In this meeting, G. Haenssler was asked by the other members of the DK to be 
available for the entire period 1992 – 1994 as IAC President. He gladly accepts and 
will stand for election in the DV in Ostend. Christian François is proposed as Vice 
President.

The RAC Schaffhausen will be founded on 12 September 1992. It is a good example 
of why clubs are established. E. Reutener had to leave the “Youth Chamber of 
Commerce” for “age reasons”. During a Ski Week in Laax he was then “infected” by 
a St. Gallen club friend with the notion of Ambassador! The interesting thing worth 
emulating about this very active club: Every year, the “Ambassador Award” is 
awarded to personalities in the Schaffhausen region!

DK and Assembly of Delegates on 3 October 1992 in Ostende/B

The DK has to reform:
–  Gerold Haenssler, is unanimously voted as IAC Presi-

dent 
–  Christian François, AC Antibes, is 1. Vice President
–  Arthur Bisegger is Secretary General again
–  Louis Thiede, AC Baden, is deputy Secretary General
–  Philippe Vandromme, AC Izegem, is a new DK 

 member

The DK Committee was also elected unanimously:
–  Gerold Haenssler, Arno Meier, Martin Schwarz and 

Arthur Bisegger.

The planned Secretary’s Conference was literally 
forgotten during the hustle and bustle of the drastic 
changes. But this will once again be placed on the agenda.

The annual financial statement and budget are providing a lot of discussion concern-
ing the cost explosion. The ACD puts forth two requests that the cost decision for 
wives be withdrawn and that the club assets be limited to 50% of the annual 
budget. Funds are to be resolved or transferred.

The applications are rejected. The DK will however specifically work on the financial 
problems.

The ACD complained again about the “German” in the IACN.

Funeral of IAC Presi-
dent Willy Daemelinck 

IAC President  
Gerold Haenssler
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G. HAENSSLER
TRIP TO
TAIWAN AND
MANILA

BISEGGER

1993
SK 12.3.93
BADEN

DK
DOWNSIZING

COMMITTEE

The newly elected IAC President Gerold Haenssler visited our club friends in Taiwan 
on a private trip with his wife. There they’ll be taken care of from 27 October to 4 
November by William Liu and Wang Rex. Interesting sightseeing and visits to the 
Ambassadors in Taipei, Taichung, Tainan and Kaohsiung are planned during this time. 
The journey continues on to Manila, where club friends will also be visited.

A new death surprised the DK.

On 2 December 1992 Arthur Carl Bisegger passed away. He was in the CHAC and 
the IAC for many years as Secretary General and invested heavily in the develop-
ment of the Ambassador Club.

1993
First Conference of National Secretaries, 12 – 14 March 1993 in Baden

The following are present at the first Secretary’s Conference of the IAC:

Capmany Xavier ACE Hajek Vaclav ACCZ  Hostens René ACB 
Jean Lazzarini ACF Mäser Manfre ACA  Mundorf Jean-Ph. CHAC 
Soo Peter ACPH Stemberg Achim ACD 
Haenssler Gerold IAC Schwarz Martin IAC  Thiede Louis IAC

The President is very pleased that nine countries could accept the invitation. The 
focus of this three-day meeting is to discuss all the aspects and problems of the 
Ambassador Club and to develop programs and solutions. The organization is 
structured into different modules.

Structure of the IAC:

Assembly of Delegates: 

–  Attention should be paid to costs as small NACs do not have a lot of money 
available.  
Observer status for regional clubs (where there is not yet an NAC) is rejected. 

DK:
–  So that the DK will be more functional, a reduction should be worked towards. 

Today it is composed of 18 members, which creates too many costs.
–  The international cooperation needs to be emphasized. Secretary General and 

Treasurer should remain in Switzerland.

Committee:
–  A committee functions like an executive organ. Even this body should be as small 

as possible. The suggestions are for President, Secretary General and Treasurer.

 
IAC President Gerold Haenssler with hie wife in Taiwan
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FINANCES

INFORMATION

CONCEPT 7000
PROJECT AC 2000

Secretary’s Conference:
–  It is already clear that this body can do real association work. This conference 

should be institutionalized as a Commission.

 Suggestions:
1.  The Assembly of Delegates is left as it is. The NAC has two delegates each.
2. The DK will be reduced to 10 members.
3. The committee will be made up of the President, Secretary General and Treasurer.
4.   The Secretary’s Conference should be introduced and should meet regularly in 

form of a commission. 
5.  The headquarters of the international Ambassador movement remains in Switzer-

land. 
6. Secretary General and Treasurer remain in Switzerland.
7.  The currency is the Swiss franc.

Business rules:
In a set of thorough business rules, tasks should be precisely laid out for all DK 
members.

Materials management:
Promotional material and gifts are necessary. Suggestions are expected.  
The secretariat will allocate corresponding tasks.

Financial management:
–  Accounting will introduce some new bookkeeping posts to improve transparency.
–  Membership dues from economically weak countries should be verified. V. Hajek 

explains that CHF 70 corresponds to half an average monthly salary in the Czech 
Republic.

–  First suggestion: Reduce to maximum CHF 3.
–  Second suggestion: Dues stay at CHF 70. The ability to relieve the relevant 

 contributions still remains.
Decision: Suggestion 2 is preferred. 
The costs of this Secretary’s Conference, including passports, will be absorbed by 
the IAC.

Information / Communication:

 Member Directory:
–  A new compatible system is becoming necessary, as the data collection and regis-

try are not functioning correctly. Furthermore, the NAC is delivering incorrect and 
late data.

–  The bulletin is not satisfactory. Translations are not enjoyable! All conference par-
ticipants are of the opinion that the paper must be improved.

Club development:
It appears as if support for club development is falling too much on the shoulders of 
individual members. An actual concept is lacking. Stagnation is the end of our club. 
A rejuvenation and a numerical increase in member development is necessary. 

Concept 7000, in CHAC “Project AC 2000“.

–  Louis Thiede, CHAC, represents this project. Its development should therefore be 
supported. Member numbers are to be doubled by the year 2000. This means that 
the IAC should have about 7,000 members. There should also be a conscious 
effort to recruit younger members. In CHAC there is currently a questionnaire 
being evaluated concerning AC topics.

–  The task can only be completed when the base contributes.
–  The club development should be more reserved in countries with weaker 

 economies.
–  Statutes, Vademecum and other publications should be reviewed.
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UKRAINE
KIEV

DK 17.4.93
KARLSBAD

DUES

ELECTIONS

The development in 
Eastern Europe contin-
ues. The RAC Kiev was 
founded on 18.10.1992.

Now there are more calls 
for further development 
in the Ukraine. Geri 
Haenssler and the club 
President from AC 
Westerwald, Horst 
Heinemann, are meeting 
from 14–16.04.93 in Kiev. 
The founding idea was 
also supported by the president of AC Kosice / SL, Ivan Koncek. Further develop-
ment was mainly discussed with Dr. Yurii Maletin, Kiev. The interest shown by the 
people after the end of the Soviet Union is huge. But the problems are also enor-
mous. Take for example the ratio of the earnings and purchasing power compared to 
the West. According to statements by H. Rohrer: The monthly salary of a full-time 
professor is USD 13, an engineer earns USD 9 and a secretary USD 4! The price for 
one kilogram of pork on the market is USD 1.50!
Saturday afternoon was well organized by the young Ambassador families.

Management Committee meeting, 17 and 18 April 1993 in Karlsbad CZ

President Gerold Haenssler can welcome a nearly complete DK. He reports on the 
very successful Secretary’s Conference.
All points of the Secretary’s Conference are discussed in detail and it appears as if 
almost all decisions will also be accepted by the DCO. Thus it is clear that all these 
requests and suggestions will be processed in the near future.

Contributions for financially weak members: In order for these members to visit 
the DVs, Switzerland is making CHF 5,000 available. The ACD, ACA, ACB, ACIT will 
follow suit.
For the AC congress in Antibes, the IAC has already made available CHF 40,000 for 
the organization. In order for the congress to break even at least 400 people must 
attend. A deficit is covered by insurance.

The downsizing of the DK is not deemed correct by all members. Costs, language 
problems and effectiveness are major reasons.

Simultaneous interpretation is desirable, but is very expensive. In the budget, an 
amount of CHF 15,000 will be reserved.

Elections:
–  Gerold Haenssler emphasizes that he does not wish to remain for another term.
–  Karl-Heinz Meyer thinks that an internationalization could now be initiated.

The political transformation of “Czechoslovakia” is solved by the Ambassador Club 
as follows:

RAC Kiew
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DK, SK 17.9.93
DV 18.9.93

ANTIBES

1994

The current NAC 
 Czechoslovakia will be 
dissolved and then 
re-established as follows:

NACCZ Czech Republic 
(Bohemia):  
AC Karlsbad 
AC Brünn 
AC Ostrava 
AC Bratislava 
AC Kosice 
AC Tatra.

DK meeting and 2nd Secretary’s Conference
Assembly of Delegates 17-18 September 1993 in Antibes, Juan-les-Pins

In all three sessions the 17 DK members in attendance treated the 17 points as they 
are primarily listed in the first Secretary’s Conference.
New proposals and decisions are:
–  The protocol of Ostend is criticized. As the author A. Bisegger is no longer alive, 

it is reviewed by three NAC presidents and changed where necessary.
–  The annual financial statement and balance sheet for 1992 is accepted. Equity is 

CHF 41,135.
–  The number of members should be increased to 7000 by the year 2000. It should 

be noted that half of the newly accepted club friends were born after 1960.
–  Many NAC are requesting a symposium concerning the topic - Ambassador Club – 

Service Club.
–  The idea needs new impulses. The majority is against this move. It would be 

 contrary to our idea if a service club were now to arise.

This Ambassador meeting in Antibes was planned for up to 500 participants.

1994
The ACB has brought various complaints to the IAC. To take care of this as quickly as 
possible, there will be a meeting between NACB and the IAC Committee in Brus-
sels. The complaints mainly concern the polls in Ostend. Different misunderstand-
ings can be cleared up by mutual agreement. Renegotiations will be made at the 
next few meetings.

At the CHAC President’s Conference of 5 March in Bern, the concept “AC 2000” will 
be the main theme.

Bohemia Slovakia

CHAC Präsidenten Konferenz in Bern zum Thema «Konzept 2000»
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DK 16.4.94
STRESA

FEMALE 
MEMBERSHIP

DK meeting on 15 – 17 April 1994 in Stresa/Italy

President Gerold Haenssler welcomes 17 DK members. ACB President Paul Hauqui-
er is here in place of P. Vandromme for the first time.

The President informs the members in detail about the difficulties of the past two 
years. Resignation, deaths, various criticism and proposals of NACs, specifically from 
ACD, etc.

At the meetings in Carlsbad and Antibes, however many things were discussed and 
settled.

There is good news regarding member-
ship development; the NAC Ukraine and 
NAC United Kingdom are about to be 
founded. There are also new clubs to 
mention:
On 21 – 22 January 1994, two clubs will 
be founded in England: The RAC Jersey, 
an Island Club and the RAC Bourne-
mouth and Poole. Sewastopol and 
Poland are in discussions.

The membership fee was reduced to 
CHF 60. This makes itself known in the 
budget for 1994 through a noticeable 
loss. Generally, the reduction is per-
ceived as unfortunate and should be 
reset to CHF 70 at the next DV.

The expense regulations states that 
female companions are no longer 
funded and that hotel accommodation 
will be paid up to 2/3.

Elections: 
– Christian François was unanimously nominated.
– Louis Thiede announces availability for a six-year term.

The NACB withdrew the implementation for the DV in 1994. The DK will therefore 
move the Assembly of Delegates to England.

Various speeches of Heinrich Heine (first ACD Chancellor) have been printed. The IAC 
will pay for the costs and distribution.

There are many requests for changes to the statutes. Therefore, it will take some 
time before these are ready to vote on and print.

Two examples:
The right to vote is to be changed so that an NAC with strong membership is not 
outvoted by an NAC with weak membership.

NAC with   3 – 9 RAC = 1 vote, 
NAC with 10 – 30 RAC = 2 votes
NAC over  30 RAC = 3 votes.

The right to vote should be denied an NAC if it has not paid the membership dues.

Membership for women should be decided.

The Philippines would like to organize a youth exchange. 
After partaking in projects with only positive experiences, our Filipino friends should 
submit proposals.

RAC Jersey 
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NAC UKRAINE

 

 

AC BAMBERG
PRES. DREYKLUFT

DK UND DV
16.9.94

BOURNEMOUTH

WOMEN’S CLUB 
IN ROMANIA

The founding ceremony 
of the NAC Ukraine will 
be on a ship on 23 May 
1994, during a river trip 
organized by the IAC. 
It should be a very 
enjoyable induction with 
many dances and folk 
songs presented in part 
by children ages 6–15.

A rather unpleasant correspondence is to be reported between the AC Bamberg and 
the IAC. The President of the AC Bamberg, Dr. Dreykluft, is complaining about 
horrible texts in the Bulletin, which are simply unsuitable for the Ambassador. He 
denounces concept 7000. He suggests it is only to fill the “Swiss pot”. The festivities 
for the new club in Kiev also seem off to him. A luxury show in a poor country! This 
is a humiliation for starving people. As President of AC Bamberg, Mr. Dreykluft will 
not take part in any activities outside of his club. He is even thinking of resigning. 

DK meeting and Assembly of Delegates on 16 September 1994  
in Bournemouth

In his review of 1993/94, Gerold Haenssler is able to highlight a mostly positive 
development. Although very slowly, it is steadily making progress. We now have 
15 national clubs, and thanks to the establishment of the RAC Lund in Sweden 
(14.8.94), we are now active in 19 countries.

We are a men’s club. Nevertheless, on 12.4.94 – unbeknownst to the IAC – the first 
Women’s Ambassador Club was founded in Gheorgheni / Romania! A total of 
14 women are leading an active club life and think that our statutes could very well 
be the basis for a lady’s club. We are thus faced with a question of principle. Ladies 
clubs exist worldwide in service clubs. In the emerging countries of Southeast Asia, 
this is a matter of course. We will have to deal with this issue.

A total of 12 of 15 NAC are present. The usual agenda items are discussed with no 
problem. The ACD motion: keeping the membership fee at CHF 60 is rejected. The 
fee is once again CHF 70.

Revision of statutes: The contribution of more than 40 ACD requests cannot be 
resolved. The request will be returned to the commission.

Membership directory: to be printed as a loose-leaf edition.

Helmut Clauss reported great success from the NACPH. The establishment of 
further RAC can soon be expected.

Während der Gründungsfeier in der Ukraine. 
Rechts: Martin Schwarz in ungewohnter Pose
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ELECTIONS

1995

DK, 10.3.95
UTRECHT

Through his activities in 
the “Basel helps” club, 
Hans Rohrer of AC Bern 
56 has established 
contacts in Romania and 
is making efforts to found 
a club. He was recently 
able to visit the RAC 
Miercurea Ciuc, estab-
lished in 1992, and was 
overwhelmed by the 
hospitality there. “Our 
friends are alone. They 
seek knowledge and 
contacts to the West. 
More clubs will be 
established.”

Elections

The new DK constitution is as follows:

IAC President Christian François

Past President  Gerold Haenssler  Birger Kropshofer 

1. Vice President  Paul Hauquier  Jean-Michel Douzon

2 Vice President  Kurt Mayrhofer  Helmut Clauss

Treasurer  Martin Schwarz  Xavier Capmany

Secretary General  Louis Thiede a.i. 

Auditor Peter Fischer Jean L.Goddet

1995
DK meeting on 10 – 12 March 1995 in Bilthoven, Utrecht

The new Management Committee is fully represented. Hans Rohrer of AC Bern 56 
is temporarily taking over for Secretary General Louis Thiede, who has stepped 
down from the position.

President Christian François provides some orientation regarding his goals:
–   Task distribution amongst DK members
–   Setting up the IAC archives with the help of RAC Bern 56
–   Member directory
–   Club situation in eastern countries
–   Revision of the statutes 
–   IAC news (IACN)
–   Concept 7000

Martin Schwarz reports on the finances for 1994-95. There is a loss of CHF 15,472. 
The budgeted loss was CHF 26,000. The reasons for this are the member directory 
and its administration. An additional DK meeting (3-4. 12. 94 in Baden) at a cost of 
CHF 10,400 was not budgeted.

The revision of the statutes is still in progress.

Hans Rohrer visiting RAC Miercurea Ciuc, Rumänien 

IAC President 
 Christian François
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DK 9.11.95
LUND

REVISION
OF STATUTES

DK AND DV
27./28.11.95

INNSBRUCK

STATUTES

The IACN will be published twice a year in its new format.
There are however problems with the cost sharing.
There are also big differences in cost planning concerning the member directory. 
From DM 50,000, the cost could possibly increase to DM 80,000 (!).

On 10 April 1995 there will be a meeting in Brussels for the Editorial Committee.

Hans Rohrer, Marcel Hanappe, Birger Kropshofer, Jean Lazzarini and François Perrot 
will take on the organization and oversee the costs. 

DK meeting on 9 – 11 June 1995 in Lund, Sweden

The DK is present with 10 people. Because of a pilot strike there are postpone-
ments.

The Treasurer provides information on the current situation. The budget is based on 
CHF 70 membership fees plus a CHF 10 anniversary contribution. Despite the 
additional revenues, there is an excess expenditure of CHF 34,000. Some things 
must therefore be deferred. We now have to pay the price that no reserves are 
available. Illiquidity is the result.

The revision of the statutes is still incomplete. There is a fundamental issue regard-
ing the inclusion of women. In Hong Kong, Norway, The Philippines and Romania, 
this is already fact. It should now be changed in the statutes.

But: Only male or female members … not mixed!

DK and Assembly of Delegates 27 – 28 November 1995 in Innsbruck

Burt Mason has withdrawn from the DK for personal reasons. Erich Silbermayr will 
take his place as successor.

President Christian François is able to welcome a complete DK and 15 NAC with 27 
representatives to the 33rd DV meeting. Since 1.1.95, the goals of the new DK have 
been – teamwork within the DK, continuation of Gerold Haenssler’s work, giving the 
club a new dimension.

The following figures prove that we are on the right path.

Current number of members: 262 RAC with 4209 members.

ACD, ACA, ACB and CHAC have made some significant growth rates.

The country managers’ report:
Hungary, Bohemia, Slovakia: positive. Bohemia will organize the AC Congress in 
Prague in 1999.
Far East: Helmut Clauss provides continuous written updates.
Germany: Positive club development. Negative attitude to IAC.
Spain, Italy: There is a generational problem.
France, Belgium: Northern Lys has a club with F and B members.
Romania, Moldova: the clubs have become stable. With the opportunity for women 
there will be more clubs. No contact with the two clubs in Moldavia.

The annual accounts and balance sheet as of 31.12.94 unanimously approved, 
although some issues are higher than budgeted.

The member directory concept must be reviewed, as this is the highest excess. 
(80’000 instead of 50’000)

The DK is warned to abide by the budget.

Statutes: About 10 objections are still being discussed. The present, revised statutes 
were adopted with 26 votes and one abstention.
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WOMEN

1996

Women will be accepted as members. This is not mentioned in the articles however. 
There it refers only to “members”. In the first statutes, the word “male” was used!

At the CHAC DV meeting, it was also agreed  
upon that the Ambassador Club can also accept 
women.

The 1996 budget was adopted although one  
request led to heated discussions. CHAC,  
ACD and ACB introduced the proposal this year 
of working without a budget this year.

Secretary General election: 
Unanimously elected:
Hans Rohrer, AC Bern56.

1996
On 11.1.1996 at Lake Thun a new AC will be established, the AC Sigriswil.  
Adrian Amstutz is also a founding member (later National Assembly). AC Thun is the 
sponsoring club.

Preparations for the AC are on the left-hand side of Lake Thun and will soon be far 
enough along so that AC Niesen can be established. 

H. Rohrer and A. Stemberg are meeting on 8 January for a discussion regarding 
editing and printing.

The working group “finances” is meeting on 29 March in Bern.
Christian François, IAC, Hans Rohrer IAC, Martin Schwarz, IAC, Jacques Bailat, 
CHAC, Jean-Piere Dejaeghere, ACB, Jean-François Mansuino, ACF, Gianin Murk, 
CHAC, Achim Stemberg, ACD. Heribert Schar (excused).
Several NAC have requested this meeting because financial management needs to 
be discussed. Martin Schwarz explains all the items in accounting. These show very 
clearly the actual situation. There is a heated debate about budget items. At the end 
of the meeting, all participants seem satisfied.

The IAC committee will hold discussions in Antibes on 28.10.1996. It will focus on 
administrative issues, budget control, material sales, membership fees for Eastern 
Europeans, the Joy and Sorrow Fund will be dissolved.

Gründung AC Sigriswil mit Adrian Amstutz (noch nicht Nationalrat) am 11. Januar 1996

Hans Rohrer, 
 Secretary
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DK 1. – 3.3.96
BARCELONA

DK 7.6.96
PÈCS

MIXED 
CLUB

DK 27.9.96
GENEVA

DK meeting on 1 – 3 March 1996 in Barcelona

Looking back at the DV in Innsbruck: There were extensive written and oral respons-
es. An account of the event will be omitted. A personal discussion between IAC 
President and the Presidents of ACA, ACB, ACD and CHAC has become urgent.

On 15 December 1995 the above-mentioned NAC Presidents will gather in Frankfurt 
to discuss the problems and disagreements that arose at the DV in Innsbruck. 
Keywords are: right to vote, voting, downsizing the DK, revision of statutes, priority 
of organizing new clubs in Eastern Europe and outside Europe, finances, member 
directory costs, limiting publication.

The total cost for the “member directory” are enormously high. The Secretary will 
look for a new system which is cheaper and more efficient. It’s time for disks/PC.

Nothing new can be reported for club development. Negative: Milano and Lomozza 
have been dissolved.

DK meeting on 7 June 1996 in Budapest and in Pècs/HU

President Ch. François announces that the various commission meetings of the past 
few months were very successful. Many things were clarified and the take-away 
message is: communication is important! 

There will be a mixed 
club founded in Vigevano 
(Vigevano Junior).
A downsizing of the DK 
is desired.

The DV in Dresden 
should be implemented 
without any extra events. 
Basic questions should 
be discussed in so-called 
workshops.

A further surprise 
regarding the cost of the 
directory: The transfer of 
data from Germany to 
the printer in Bern carries 
a one-time charge of 
between CHF 14,000 
and 17,000!

DK meeting on 27 September 1996 in Geneva

On the occasion of this big Ambassador meeting, an NAC President’s and Secre-
tary’s meeting will be held prior. The focus is primarily on policy discussions.
–  Printed materials / appearance 
–  Integration of IAC contributions into the national publications
–  Revision of our archives up to 1999
–  Handbook for Presidents and Secretaries
–  Future member directory

Problems with the NACB and the recent registry administrator Achim Stemberg will 
be solved later in the discussion.

Club Vigevano Junior
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DV, 27.9.96
GENEVA

WOMEN  
IN THE DV

1. SWISS
WOMEN’S CLUB

DV and 7th AC Congress “40 Years Ambassador Club” on 27 September 1996 
in Geneva

President Chr. François opens the meeting with a welcoming greeting to the ladies 
and delegates from Romania. For the first time in the history of the Ambassador 
Club, women are participating in a DV.

The DK is almost complete and of 16 NAC there are 14 countries represented by 24 
participants.

Among the various items on the agenda the first to be mentioned here is the 
long-running problem of the “member directory”. The effort was once again underes-
timated. The total expense for the renewed gathering of member data and printing 
of the directory for 1995-96 is CHF 138,942! The data management should now be 
compatible.

Budget: The congress in Geneva was supported with CHF 40,000. Future interna-
tional meetings should be every five years (instead of every six). Reserves from the 
IAC annually CHF 8,000.

The fees will be reduced from CHF 70 to 60.

In the “archives” fund, a provision of CHF 10,000 is to be made. The archives are to 
be edited. Publication in the year 2000.

Elections: The Treasurer Martin Schwarz is reelected with 13 votes to 3 against 
René Hostens. The Auditors J.L. Goddet and Peter Fischer are reelected. Paul-Hubert 
Chopard, AC Bern 56, is now Deputy.

On 27 November 1996 in 
Baden (Switzerland), the 
first Swiss Ladies Club 
“RAC Ladies Baden” 
was founded with six 
women. The first women 
president is Judith Meier 
(later Delvecchio).

RAC Ladies Baden
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REVIEW 
1987 – 1996

1997

PK 22.1.97
DK 22.3.97

Flashback to the years 1987 to 1996
A look back at the last 10 years shows surprising figures and events.
Positively speaking, 150 RAC have been established in 20 countries.
The current total is: 261 RAC with 4235 members. 
CH 74/1509, D 66/1002, IT 5/79, A 18/325, F 14/232, NL 3/52, GB 3/76, NO 2/26, 
E 6/83, TW 3/45, B 34/467, PH 4/70, HU 4/48, CZ 3/27, SL 4/41, UKR 5/36, RO 7/66, 
S 1/10, PO 1/14, HK 1/6, Mol 3/21.

Two Ladies Clubs founded in Romania (Gheorgheni on 28.10.95 and Piatra Neamt 
Femmes on 16.4.96) have provided the IAC with a fait accompli. Until now, the 
question of “women and the AC – yes or no” was a subject of discussion for years 
and the majority normally voted no. Only about six months later, the first women’s 
club was founded in Switzerland: RAC Ladies Baden.

Concept 7000 is not yet showing progress and it will hardly be possible to achieve 
the desired number of members (7000) by the year 2000.

The Club development is progressing very nicely in the Eastern European countries. 
H. Rohrer, K. Mayrhofer and G. Haessler have made great efforts. Helmut Clauss is 
having success in Asia.

Sad events occurred with the sudden death of IAC President W. Daemelinck, who 
was “in office” for 10 days.

Secretary Arthur Bisegger also died unexpectedly.

The never-ending story of address management continues. The computer program 
of F. Gasser does not work and is too expensive. Now another program is being 
sought and / or converted to CD-ROM. This also comes at a very high cost.

Two secretarial resignations have not led to an improvement in club management. In 
Hans Rohrer we have found a very capable man who is interested in the AC.

It is nice to realize that joint activities do the club good. Interclub events, ski weeks, 
sailing week, tennis or golf tournaments etc.

1997
President’s Conference 22 January 1997 in Zurich
DK meeting on 22 March 1997 in Brussels

The Chairman provides information about the President’s Conference, which was 
characterized by a good atmosphere and openness. “Our successors should not 
have to deal with administrative matters”.

Due to the positive annual financial statements, the NAC will refund each member 
CHF 10.

The current system of a small DK committee should be retained.

The material management is non-transparent and should once again be subject to 
the GS. One question, for example, is “Why are watches worth CHF 20,000 in 
stock?”.

The ACIT suggests that Ambassadors under 30 not be subject to paying fees. The 
ACF is for the elimination of the entry fee.
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DK 7.6.97
CAMOGLI

1ST FORUM  
IN THUN

ALLIANCE THUN

DK, DV 27.9.97
DRESDEN

NAC ROMANIA, 
NAC MOLDAVIA

ELECTIONS

DK meeting on 7 June 1997 in Camogli /Italy

Internet: An AC friend from Antibes presents information on the function and 
possibilities of this modern means of communication. The Internet must be taken 
into consideration, especially regarding the member directory.

Helmut Clauss has established the AC Washington.

In April 1997, the forum 
was held in Thun, and the 
objectives were to 
answer questions about 
our idea. It is obvious 
that over the years a 
need for defined objec-
tives and basic ideas 
emerged. The younger 
generation would 
especially like to contrib-
ute content to our famous slogans.

The 2nd Swiss ladies club, 
“alliance thun” was 
established on 20 Sep-
tember 1997!

DK and 35th Assembly of Delegates on 27 September 1997 in Dresden

The International Ambassador Club now has 17 member countries. For today’s DV 
representatives of 14 NAC can be welcomed.

Present for the first time are the new NAC Moldavia and NAC Romania. They were 
founded on 21 June 1997 in Piatra Neamt. Hans Rohrer, IAC Secretary had organized 
a trip from 16 to 23 June to Romania and Moldova.

The balance sheet and budget do not lead to any big discussion, as the financial 
situation is very good.

Membership directory on the Internet: For privacy reasons, the distribution of 
personal data in Switzerland is forbidden. Thus, the question is off the table.

Friends from Belgium introduce an impressive “Youth Program Ambassador” idea.

Elections for office term 1998 to 2000. The following were elected unanimously:
President Paul Hauquier, ACB, Past President Christian François, ACF,
Vice President Birger Kropshofer, ACD, Paul Bennett, ACGB, Kurt Mayrhofer, ACA, 
Francesco Toso, ACIT. A request by the CHAC for the candidacy of Louis Thiede is 
withdrawn.

President Christian François emphasizes in retrospect that his three-year mandate 
was particularly marked by:
–  Restructuring the administration of our international bodies.
–  Statute reform (ongoing issue!).
–  Establishment of Women’s RACs.

Womens club «alliance thun»

1st AC forum in Thun
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1998

DK, PK 24.1.98
BRUSSELS

CHAC

1998
The switch to the Internet  
and CD-ROM is in progress and  
partially already operational. 

DK and President’s Conference on 24 January 1998 in Brussels

The NAC Presidents of CHAC, ACA, ACB, ACD, ACF, ACNL, meet to discuss some 
fundamental questions with the DK
–  We are now represented in 20 countries. Do we have enough cohesion? Have we 

not become too nationally focused?
–  Why is the DK receiving negative criticism? The suggestion was made that the 

NACs are not exactly aware of what the DK is doing.
–  Why have we been unable to hardly increase the numbers in the last two years?

The answers point almost unanimous in the same direction: The idea is good but it 
must be followed through and not only managed. Only active people at the local 
level bring about progress and growth. We also have to adapt to the youth.

In money matters, there is agreement that the NAC should be provided with in-
creased support while the DK is being put on the back burner.

The Secretary as well as the Treasurer complain that data, documents, reports, etc. 
are always delivered too late or not at all.

Internet: A uniform presence has to be tested. Belgium is already on the Internet 
and Germany and Switzerland are clarifying things.

The Club development in Switzerland is progressing slowly but steadily.  
The youngest RAC is the RAC “Vom Stein Baden”.

 Internet symbol 

RAC «Vom Stein Baden»
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DK 14.3.98
FERNDOWN

CHAC

DK, PK 14.6.98
BRUSSELS

ARCHIVES PROJECT

DK, 26.9.98
PARIS

DK meeting on 14 March 1998 in Ferndown /GB

Mostly detailed discussions on individual issues take place at this meeting.
Helmut Clauss reports on his activities in Asia (Taiwan, Philippines) and the USA.
Germany is shrinking although individual “engines” work. Hamburg now has five 
clubs. Austria is advertising with ads. Partly successfully. In the other countries it’s 
up and down.

The experience of the DV Dresden makes it clear that the IAC should have more 
influence on major events.

Balance sheet: “write-offs - derecognitions” are a big item.

The concept “electronic membership directory” is approved. It is crucial to bring 
down these costs! (in 1994 -1997 everything that had to do with membership 
directory and management cost CHF 238,362 = 59,600 per year!). With additional 
savings (translations, Bulletin), by 1999 about CHF 90 – 100,000 can be saved.

Mr Gromnitza is in charge of the programming. Member directory on floppy disks.
Budget CHF 30,000.

The CHAC DV in Charmey elects Markus Gisler, of AC Luzern, as president. Robert 
Edelmann is Secretary.

DK and President’s Conference on 14 June 1998 in Brussels

There is little new to report since Ferndown. The ZV of the ACD has been newly 
elected. Whether or not long-standing disputes with the IAC regarding finance is 
over remains to be seen.

Cleaning up the member registry will cost approximately an additional CHF 5,000, as 
it is in horrible condition.

The Secretary explains the “archives” project.
The chronicles of the Ambassador Club will continue to be written until the year 
2000. All the NACs should also have the opportunity to present themselves.
Format 148 mm x 210 mm. The scope is expected to be 180 pages.
Cost per page CHF 250 / 300 (incl. materials) = CHF 45,000 / 54,000
Printing costs, 5000 copies = CHF 31,000
Total costs are expected to be from CHF 76,000 to 85,000.
The project was rejected due to excessive costs. 

O. Gromnitza presents details about the future members directory on CD-ROM. 
The data must be transmitted by hand – a time-consuming matter.

Franz Bischof is disappointed with the course of the meeting. “It was a festival of 
bean counters”. There was no time for essential matters.
Birger Kropshofer brings the matter to the point: Two important words have been 
lost, namely friendship and culture. After three unfruitful years it’s time to reflect on 
it again!

DK meeting on 26 September 1998 in Paris

Around 10 NAC have agreed to pledge their countries’ forum discussions to the topic
“Ambassador: what is it, what does it mean”. The results will then be published.

Invoicing: The results are positive although less membership fees have been 
collected. There is a membership decline in ACD, ACF, ACTW, ACCZ, ACSk. Further-
more, the conversion to CD-ROM is costing much more and an above-average 
amount of money has been written off for the material.

Budget: The contribution remains at CHF 60. The admission fees have been 
dropped.
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2ND FORUM IN
WILLISAU

1999

DK 22.3.99
LUCERNE

DK, PK 18.6.99
ANTWERP

The Belgian friends present the idea of a youth exchange program YPA. Many NAC 
have agreed to a cooperation.

The IAC is making a new brochure available to the NAC. The countries are 
 responsible for the translation.

The IAC will expand upon the use of the Internet for information and communication 
purposes. The list of members is available on CD-ROM. 

The first forum in Thun surely did not answer all the questions regarding the AC. 
Therefore, a follow-up session was held in Willisau. A considerable number of 
Ambassadors were also present here to discuss the purpose and future of the AC.

1999
DK meeting on 22 March 1999 in Lucerne

The Ambassador festival in Prague has been organized. This outstanding event will 
be the gala evening at Prague Castle. The costs, however, are at the upper limit, and 
there should be at least 200 people in attendance so that there is no major deficit. 
–  2 people, 2 nights, Friday evening & Saturday gala evening incl. drinks = in 2-star 

CHF 660, 3-star CHF 780, 4-star CHF1070.
–  The switch to CD-ROM is problematic and is creating additional costs.
–  By specifying the scope of the text, we should be able to avoid overloading the 

Bulletin with pictures.
–  With the statute change, the small committee should be dissolved and the 

 Secretary General should only be referred to as “IAC Secretary.”

DK meeting and President’s Conference on 18 June 1999 in Antwerp

President Hauquier reports on weak AC development. Only in Italy is this good 
news.
He also explains the social changes since the beginning of the club in early 1956 
until today. The question that everyone asks themselves is what do I get for my 
money? On the one hand, there are members who do not mind a certain style and 
corresponding costs. On the other hand, there is the majority who lives cost-con-
sciously. The members wonder what is happening with their money in the IAC.

The DK is massively attacked by the ACD. “There is not one member who has ever 
had anything positive to say about the IAC”. The DK will write a letter to all members 
of the ACD.

Forum Willisau
AC Alliance Thun Ladies at the  
Forum Willisau
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DK, DV 25.9.99
PRAGUE

CHAC

DK and Assembly of Delegates on 25 September 1999 in Prague
DK: President P. Hauquier, Secretary General H. Rohrer, Treasurer M. Schwarz,
Vice Pres.. B. Kropshofer, P. Bennett, K. Mayrhofer, Fr. Toso.
Delegates: ACA: R, Augmüller, ACB: R. Sterckx, R. Hostens, CHAC: M. Gisler,
ACCZ: V. Hajek, P. Reil, ACD: E. Werdermann, ACE: X. Capmany, F. Castells,
ACF: D. Laude, B. Ricard, ACGB: K. Bryant, R. Erven, ACNL: H. Hammega,
ACPH C.T. Tolentino, A. Go, ACTW: Ch. Chi-sen, W. Ying-Chin, ACSK: J. Friesz,
ACUA: Y. Maletin, V. Izotov,
excused: ACRO, ACIT and ACHU. (total 16 NAC). 

Club development is different. Aside from successes in Taiwan, Italy, Holland and the 
UK no other significant reports have been received from any other regions.

Annual financial statement:
There is a revenue of CHF 271,253, CHF 281,200 of which is expenditures.

Martin Schwarz explains why there is a loss of CHF 9,946:
–  An increase in the number of members who are not paying fully, promotional 

material, representation expenses, one additional DK session, one additional DK 
member, increased contact from DK members to the base and the Internet.

The budget was adopted with a contribution of CHF 60 and 4,200 members. Efforts 
to reduce the contribution to CHF 50 receive the response, “Then you’ve got to 
think about which club you want to be in.”

The Secretary General is disappointed with the return flow of data. The work cannot 
be done efficiently in this way, and the directory will never be up to date.
The cooperation from the IAC Bulletin also leaves something to be desired.

Statue changes are to be implemented.

Election predictions: The NAC are asked to give names of candidates for the 
presidium. Birger Kropshofer will withdraw his candidacy if the situation in the ACD 
does not clear up. Francesco Toso also does not want to candidate (problems in 
Italy). Possible successors: Georges Oksakowski, Feldkirch. Markus Gisler is “unfor-
tunately Swiss”.

Negative points: the cancellation of NACs Moldova and Poland (8.99).

Politically very successful 
Ambassadors! 
Werner Luginbühl of 
RAC Niesen was elected 
to the governing council.

The longtime mayor of 
Brig, Rolf Escher, was 
elected to the State 
Council.
In coping with the natural 
disaster of 1993,
Rof Escher did a superb 
job.

Werner LuginbühlRolf Escher
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2000

DK 19.2.00
HAMBURG

TRADEMARK

DK, PK 18.6.00
BRUXELLES

3RD FORUM BUCHS

REGIONALE
ANLÄSSE

2000
DK meeting on 19 February 2000 in Hamburg

The DV minutes in Prague were sharply criticized by Markus Gisler of CHAC. The 
relevant agenda items will be reviewed.
In future, only decision protocols will be drafted.

The invoice is being heavily burdened by the DV Prague. The gala evening in Prague 
Castle was canceled, and consequently the IAC has to absorb the rental costs of 
CHF 12,000!
The 1999 financial statement includes revenues of CHF 262,274 and expenditures of
CHF 280,002. The result is CHF 17,728.

–  E. Werdemann of ACD resigns. There will be a new ACD board head. 
–  Paul Hauquier will resign from the DK as of 31.12.00 and will not officiate as Past 

President.
–  The idea of a Swiss candidate is rejected by certain countries because the Treas-

urer and Secretary are Swiss. It is made known that the CHAC had decided to 
nominate another Swiss national as a DK member. Markus Gisler would like to 
join the DK. This candidacy is viewed negatively. 

–  On behalf of CHAC, Markus Gisler has filed a written complaint against Secretary 
Hans Rohrer. This is discussed and rejected as ungrounded and false.

The brand “Ambassador Club” with the signet “A in a globe” was registered on 13 
May 2000 under no. 471333 in the Swiss trademark register.

DK and President’s Conference on 18 June 2000

Georges Oksakowski has been proposed by the ACA as a successor to the IAC 
presidium. G. Oksakowski states his own ideas and what he intends to do in the 
event he is elected to the IAC. He will run only if no other candidate is put forward.

The inquiry of whether a rival candidate will be nominated receives a negative 
answer from the NAC, only Switzerland wants to still consult with CHAC ZV.

Peter Noack informs the group on the development in Germany, where a completely 
new board has taken over since the last DV. The ACD will set up working groups to 
intensify club life.

A club must have a uniform appearance. Various clubs are thinking about reevaluat-
ing the Ambassador idea. Such activities are worth considering, but would have to 
be coordinated by the IAC.

Is the DV still necessary in its current form?

3rd Forum in Buchs/CH
The focus here is also on the topic ”Ambassador“.
What are we? What do we want?

Regional contacts are very important. A very good example can be seen in Region 3. 
Formerly called “Aareclubs”, for the past 15 years they have been run as an interclub. 
The 14 clubs alternately organize a meeting, usually in the summer, which is always 
a nice, cozy and social event. Annual joint events with the surrounding service clubs 
are also part of the program.
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STUDIE ÜBER AC

SK 23.9.00
GENT

DV 23.9.00
GHENT

The DV is responsible for administration and club issues and is not a good platform 
to get to know each other or to make friends. What unites them is an event. There-
fore, the DV should be embedded in an AC day.

Corporate identity is important. Our logo is defined in the statutes and should always 
be used wherever possible. We need to act on this!

The subject of “The phi-
losophy of the Ambassa-
dor Club” was discussed 
extensively over the past 
four years and in three 
forums (Thun, Willisau, 
Buchs). An amendment 
of the statutes is being 
planned. This is lead-
ing Martin Schwarz, 
Treasurer of the IAC and 
Hans Rohrer, Secretary 
of the IAC, to a “study 
on the future of the AC”. 
 Together with Michael 
Moerchel, a proposal for 
the revision of statutes is 
being drafted.

Secretary’s Conference on 23 September 2000 in Ghent

The discussions with the Secretaries focus mainly on administrative problems. 
This especially concerns the CD-ROM and the Internet.

Assembly of Delegates on 23 September 2000 in Ghent
In addition to the complete DK, 10 of 16 voting NACs are present. 
The annual financial statement closes with a loss of CHF 17,728. Equity amounts to 
CHF 116,047.
A reduction of membership dues from CHF 60 to 50 is rejected.

Elections: The following were elected for the office term 2001 to 2003:
President  Georges Oksakowski
DK members:   Jacques Bailat CHAC, Paul Bennett ACGB, Didier Laude ACF, Mi-

chael Moerchel ACD, Romain Sterckx ACB

Paul Hauquier does not want to work in the DK anymore. He takes his leaves with 
much gratitude to outgoing Birger Kropshofer, Franzesco Toso, Kurt Mayrhofer. 

Number of members as of 31.12.2000:
264 RAC and 4356 Members 

Jährliches Augusttreffen mit verschiedenen ACs

Fleissige Hände beim Grillkurs in Spiez

Founder des Anlasses 
Helmut Gropper
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President Georges 
Oksakowski

2001
DK meeting on 3 February 2001 in Vienna

DK: President Georges Oksakowski, Secretary 
Hans Rohrer, Treasurer Martin Schwarz, Paul Bennett, 
Didier Laude, Michael Moerchel, Romain Sterckx. 
Jacques Bailat is excused and his place is taken by 
Robert Edelmann.

The President welcomes the DK in its new 
 constellation and  expresses his hopes for successful 
collaboration.

Policies – setting goals – which direction should the AC take?
Georges Oksakowski has the intention of making some changes in the AC and 
developing it further. That means we need to thoroughly discuss the many unclear 
questions and problems:
–  Procedural rules – adaptation
–  Administrative, organizational, allowable expenses,
–  Country responsibility
–  Information, communication
–  Visits, reports.
–  Marketing concept for Switzerland
–  Promoting the role of women
–  Willingness to help

Some comments:
–  Didier and Romain: Our position is bland and meaningless. In the AC everything is 

possible and nothing is mandatory.
–  Paul: We don’t have to change the fundamentals but we should provide examples.

Visits are important elements, youth exchanges, learning foreign languages, help-
ing personally (not financially), networking for young people, helping the elderly. 
Promoting women is necessary.

–  Hans: There is a missing link to identify with the AC concepts, which no one is 
familiar with or which are only outlined in long, philosophical essays.

–  Michael: He became an Ambassador because he didn’t want to join a service club. 
There the financial aspects are important. We should differentiate ourselves from 
that and implement helpfulness differently. We have to make it clear that Ambas-
sador helpfulness is connected to an act of service. The most important and ap-
pealing aspects of the AC is its internationality.

The study from Rohrer/Schwarz should be taken into consideration

ACD invitation: Future Internet use, 25.2.2001 in Stuttgart

Participants: ACD: A. Appel, D. von Berg, H. Bokemeyer, M. Jacob, P. Noack, 
A. Stemberg. ACA: G. Blaickner, G. Oksakowski, CHAC: J. Bailat, St. Fischer, 
H. Rohrer, H. Pfanner.
Excused: R. Augmüller, M. Krabiell, R. Edelmann, M. Moerchel, M. Schwarz.

The unsatisfactory management with CD Rom and the quick changes on the Internet 
are cause for discussion in the ACD regarding the future use of the Internet in the 
Ambassador Club. The ACD is already using the Internet (Berg, Appel, Jacob).

After a lively discussion, it is decided that the ACD version of a Web presence will be 
used as a basis for further development. The IAC is very interested and will take the 
appropriate steps.
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DK meeting on 25 May 2001 in Bonn

DK: Georges Oksakowski, Paul Bennett, Didier Laude, Romain Sterckx, Jaques 
Bailat, Michael Moerchel, Martin Schwarz Excused: H. Rohrer, Secretary
Guests: Helmut Clauss, East Asian Delegate, Ms. Ruth Goez, AC Monasteria (Mün-
ster), Ms. Margrit Kössling, AC Bremensia (Bremen).

President Georges Oksakowski would like to have a woman in the DK who would 
take on the responsibility and coordination of issues specific to women when it 
comes to forming women’s clubs.

Suggestions: 
–  Each NAC is to choose a woman to be responsible. 
– Women’s club yes, but don’t forget the others. 
– Women’s club yes, but no mixed clubs. 
–  The ACD already has a female Vice President. 
– The DK is to appoint a delegate for women’s questions.

The annual financial statement for 2000 is positive.
The budget for 2002 can be prepared when a vote has been taken on all the new 
issues (expansion of the DK, creating DK committees, Internet presence, etc.).

Revision of statutes
The President announces his firm intention to help the Ambassador Club develop 
more modern, catchy and attractive structures, while respecting democratic deci-
sion-making principles, but regardless of individual interests.
M. Schwarz explains the process of the current statute suggestion and warns that 
they are not to be confused with the reactionary suggestion of Hauquier/Kropshofer.
J. Bailat will try to change the tone of initial reservations in the CHAC ZV in Switzer-
land.
Decision: the current statutes draft (Moerchel, Schwarz, Rohrer) will be discussed at 
the President’s conference and edited afterward.

The IAC will focus on the development of the Internet.

President’s conference (PK) on 25 May 2001 in Bonn

In addition to the DK, the following are present:
NAC Austria: Robert Augmüller, NACB: René Hostens, ACD: Peter Noack, Peter Mül-
ler, Ms. Ruth Goez, ACF: Jean-Jaques Legrand, CHAC: Jaques Bailat, NACs in Asia: 
Helmut Clauss. Absent Hans Rohrer, IAC Secretary.

All the DK’s talking points are extensively discussed and accepted by the NAC 
representatives. Only the statutes are a source of issue:
Michael Moerchel provides information about the history of development and lists 
reasons for the urgent need to adapt the statutes. He presents the suggestion of 
the working group Moerchel/Rohrer/Schwarz. After a lively discussion concerning 
many individual points, this suggestion is approved. It should be revised for the DV in 
San Remo and then put to a vote.

DK meeting on 25 August 2001 in Leuven, Belgium

DK: Georges Oksakowski, Hans Rohrer, Jaques Bailat, Paul Bennett, Didier Laude, 
Michael Moerchel, Martin Schwarz, Romain Sterckx. 
Guests: H. Bokemeyer, O. Gromnitza, P. Noack, J. Schöllmann, Ch. Sparr
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It is undisputed that in the future, the club directory of the IAC should be put on the 
Internet along with a new homepage. The projects “ikt Gromnitza”, “von Berg”, and 
“Schöllmann” are presented. The “Schöllmann” project is to be continued and 
presented at the DV in San Remo with a demo version. Before the CD Rom data 
from 2001 can be published, it needs one last general revision.

Budget for 2002: Membership dues are to be increased from CHF 60 to CHF 75. 
The conversion to euros (€ 50) is to follow.

Successor Secretary and Treasurer:
–  The suggested successor for Hans Rohrer will be Heinz Pfanner, AC Thun. 

If  elected, he will no longer be able to be a member of the ZV CHAC.
–  The suggested successor for Martin Schwarz is Peter Fischer, AC Nürnberg.
–  The DK will expand and Ms. Christa von Sparr, AC Hamburg Hanseatic, is 

 suggested to be the women’s representative.

The suggestion to elect Heinz Pfanner as Secretary of the IAC was made by 
 Georges Oksakowski himself. This does not follow standard procedure, as the 
suggestion must at least be discussed with the CHAC. ...”I need someone who can 
manage, who is reliable and who is interested in and committed to the AC.”

DK and Assembly of Delegates on 22 September, 2001 in San Remo, Italy

DK: President G. Oksakowski, Vice President P. Bennett, Treasurer M. Schwarz,
Secretary H. Rohrer, J. Bailat, D. Laude, M. Moerchel, R. Sterckx.
Treasurers: P.H. Chopard (AC Bern80), P. Fischer (AC Nürnberg).
Delegates: ACA: R. Augmüller, ACB: R. Hostens, J.P. Decanniere, CHAC: C. Pel-
legrini, ACD: P. Noack, R. Goez, ACE: X. Capmany, F. Castells, ACGF: J.J. Legrand,
ACGB: K. Bryant, ACI: R. Besser, ACNL: H. Nierman, ACPH: P. Soo, ACUA: Y. Maletin.
ACCZ, ACHU, ACTW, ACRO excused.

The President is especially happy to see that delegates from the Philippines and the 
Ukraine have made the long journey to be here.

“I have been the IAC President since 1 January. Unfortunately, I encountered some 
problems that we absolutely need to solve if the Ambassador Club is to stay the 
path into the future without folding. I would like to make it very clear: the leadership 
of the IAC can only provide a framework within which the NACs and RACs are to 
lead their own lives. But for that there needs to be a minimum of organization. That 
has nothing to do with “dictating from above”! Together with the DK and the NAC 
delegates, we have taken some important steps in the last nine months.”

The annual financial statement closes on a positive note, with CHF 3,382.  
As of 31.12.2000, the assets are therefore at CHF119,429.

Internet projects: It is decided that the CD ROM will be replaced and the member 
directory will be integrated into the Internet. The “Schöllmann” project (AC Zofingen, 
CHAC) is generally approved. Specifics will be regulated in an agreement. One-time 
costs of maximum € 36,225. Annual recurring costs of about € 3,000. The IAC will 
design the website. The IAC will put a newsletter on the Internet. With that the 
bulletin will be replaced.

Budget: There are projected revenues and expenditures of € 214,500. This is based 
on membership dues of € 50. There are concerns regarding raising the dues. The 
vote is narrowly for the increase.
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Statutes: Some proposals about the statutes are 
discussed, rejected but the suggestion from the DK is 
ultimately approved.

Elections: The following were unanimously elected:
–  Secretary General Heinz Pfanner, AC Thun, CHAC
–  Treasurer Peter Fischer, AC Nürnberg, ACD
–  Management Committee Christa von Sparr,  

AC Hanseatic, ACD

The Assembly commemorates the victims of the 
terrorist attacks in the USA and unanimously adopts a 
resolution to be posted on the Internet.

2002
DK meeting on 13 January 2002 in Sigriswil/Switzerland

Georges Oksakowski, President, Paul Bennett, Vice President, Heinz Pfanner, 
Secretary IAC, Peter Fischer, Treasurer, Jacques Bailat, CHAC, Didier Laude, ACF, 
Romain Sterckx, ACB, Christa von Sparr, ACD, Michael Moerchel and Helmut Clauss 
excused (DK total 10 people).

The President reviews the year 2001 and San Remo. A lot has already been 
 accomplished (statutes, Internet, directory). Different visits (Castres, Bonn, 
 Freibourg, Dijon, Stuttgart, Leuven, San Remo, Constance, etc.) have also high-
lighted the problems in other countries.
–  The IAC invoice must be transparent and it is to be posted on the Internet.  

This is the only way to explain increases in dues.
–  The IAC will provide financial support for new clubs if applied for.
–  All women’s clubs are to be promoted.
–  Youth exchanges are to be promoted.
–  The idea of workshops, further training, seminars, tests, etc. is to be reviewed.

At the end of the meeting the attending guests, Hans Rohrer (seven years) and 
Martin Schwarz (12 years) are once again honored for their service to the AC.

The international registration of our trademark “Ambassador Club”, which was 
submitted by Hans Rohrer on 14.4.2001, was rejected by Spain. The reason for this 
is a company in Barcelona with the name “Ambassador Tours”

Membership statistics as of 23.6.2002 paints the following picture:
CHAC 83/1645, ACD 72/1070, ACB 32/483, ACA 14/323, ACF 14/183, ACGB 6/80, 
ACIT 5/97, ACNL 5/87, ACE 5/48, ACTW 5/76, ACUkr. 5/36, ACHU 5/66, ACPH 4/52, 
ACSZ 2/25, ACRO 1/9, ACHK 1/6, ACNO 1/11, ACUS 1/20.

We have 4317 members in 263 RAC and 18 countries.

The first AC event “All about the Bodensee” took place on 29 June in Castle 
 Hagenwil/Switzerland, with about 70 guests from the Bodensee area, organized by 
Thomas Frank, AC St. Gallen. 

…”this gathering is the first step and at the same time the proof  
that the Ambassador concept knows no limits…”
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DK meeting on 13 July 2002 in Bournemouth/GB

The entire Management Committee is present, as well as guest Rolf Jope.
In his review, President Oksakowski gives the CHAC DV and the ACD (Schmalkalden) 
a positive assessment of the IAC. The statutes and the increase in dues are ap-
proved without problem. The IAC homepage with the member directory is making 
lots of progress, but is still not being used very much. Training needs to be boosted.
There are new clubs in Germany, Austria and Denmark; in Eastern Europe we have 
been able to slowly reestablish lost contacts. Negative example: AC Strasburg has 
dissolved due to age!
Conclusion: We have to focus our main work on club development.

During the “Arc Méditerranée” event, good contacts are established with Italy, 
France and Spain.

Accounts: Peter Fischer presents the financial statement for 2001 with a surplus of 
€ 22,652. The regulation of dues for the eastern members: Czech Republic – 51%= 
€ 25.50; Romania – 21%= € 12; Ukraine – 12%= € 6 and Hungary – 47%= € 23,50.

Establish new clubs with a system! Rolf Jope was specially invited to speak on this 
topic. He successfully founded a few clubs in northern Germany. He presents a 
project for the development in Scandinavia and northeastern Europe with detailed 
documentation. Corresponding funding will be set aside in the budget amounting to 
(25,000 per year).

Rolf Jope will be responsible for Scandinavia and the Baltic states. He will be 
supported by Vice President Paul Bennett.

A trip to Taiwan and the Philippines is being prepared by Helmut Clauss. It is planned 
for February 2003.

DK and Assembly of Delegates on 19 October 2002 in Vienna

The President welcomes a complete DK and a large number of delegates.
ACA R. Augmüller, ACB G. Deconinck, P. Deville, CHAC C. Pellegrini,  
A. Ritz, M. Schläpfer, ACCZ V. Hajek, P. Spiroch, ACD P Noack, H. Bokemeyer,  
ACF J. Lazzarini, ACGB T. Keats, A. Hale, ACHU S. Kallai, ACI E. Gallina,  
ACNL H. Nierman, ACTW ChiJen Yeh, ACPH J. Chang, ACUA Y. Maletin,  
A. Chubenco, ACUS J. Dandridge, ACNO Herr Thorsten. ACE, ACHK, ACRO  
excused.

Georges Oksakowski is able to point to many successes in his annual report. First 
and foremost, the administration is well on its way with the Internet. It is a different 
story with club development. Some countries are stagnant or are even in decline. 
ACD is moving forward. An active board has proven successful to club development. 
Women’s clubs are being founded in particular.

Accounts: Peter Fischer explains the annual finances that were kept by Martin 
Schwarz and were the last to be kept in CHF.  There is an overall positive outcome 
with CHF 22,652. The assets as of 31.12.2001 are CHF 142,082.

The budget is balanced. It is worth noting that the expenditures for club manage-
ment decreased significantly and so much more money can be invested in club 
development. Objections were made regarding the costs of establishing clubs and 
the planned trip to the Far East. Decision: ten yes, three abstentions.

René Hostens was unanimously elected as Treasurer.
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Proposals:
1.  Expand the Internet (who’s who, professions).
2. Publish the event calendar for the coming year.
3. The DK should review which regional and national events should be supported.
4.  Together with an NAC, the IAC should offer a weekend event for younger Ambas-

sadors. It should be affordable. 
All proposals accepted.

5.  A proposal from the ACB: The minimum of three RAC to establish an NAC should 
be increased to five RAC. For example, a change in the voting rights according to 
club size or membership numbers for example should be reviewed. 
This proposal is problematic and is rejected 11: 2.

“We are not a service club” has been put into question based on the following two 
activities!

Flood donation
The IAC’s call for help was generally well received. 
Quite a few statements have been made, however, 
that “We are not a service club that donates money”. 
The President specifies: We can help, but we don’t 
have to. A total of € 30,000 has already been trans-
ferred to the IAC, CHAC and AC accounts.

AC Niesen is organizing a Jazz matinee to benefit the 
Bubenberg Wohnheim Stiftung (a residence home 
fund). Active participation by all Ambassadors, including partners, led to around 400 
guests being served a superb breakfast. One hundred percent of the financial 
proceeds will go to the foundation.

Workshop with Rolf Jope on 29 November 2002 in Hamburg

Some DK members and various interested parties from northern Germany and 
Scandinavia take part in this seminar.
“How do I found a club” was the topic of this workshop. Rolf Jope developed a very 
effective strategy and with this method it should be possible to increase our club 
numbers. Rolf is well on the way in Scandinavia.
A report is to be published: “Aufbruch nach Norden” (Going north).
The participants, about 20 in total, are in agreement that by targeting the efforts of 
all our resources, success is possible. One of the most important requirements, 
however, is that there is someone active locally to take charge of things.

The NAC Belgium sent a very aggressive letter to all participants of the Vienna DV. 
The letter attacks the entire organization of the AC and DK, and even offends a 
well-respected member (Helmut Clauss). In addition to that, a suggestion for 
improvement regarding changes to the AC structure is made.

How should this letter be dealt with? It appears as though all the Belgian concerns 
were outvoted in Vienna, hence this frustration. The DK will demand an apology.
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2003
The trip to Asia has been organized and will take place from 15 to 27 February. 
The DK will visit various RACs in Hong Kong, Taiwan and in the Philippines. Twelve 
people are flying from Frankfurt to Hong Kong. The next day the group will go to 
Taipei, Taiwan. After a two-day visit and sightseeing, the bus will head to Kaohsiung 
via Taichung and Tainan. The group will then fly to Manila with China Airlines.  
We will maintain contacts with the representatives of five RACs at the NACPH DV. 
MABUHAY!

DK meeting on 20 February 2003 in Taichung/Taiwan

Present: President Georges Oksakowski, Vice President Paul Bennett, Treasurer 
Peter Fischer, Secretary Heinz Pfanner, Didier Laude ACF, Romain Sterckx ACB, 
Helmut Clauss ACD, Claudio Pellegrini President CHAC.

Apart from the reports about the great trip so far, the main topic of discussion was 
the relationship between the IAC and the Belgian NAC. The DK is in agreement that 
different statements in the five-page document are very offensive.
Decision: The DK objects to the unjustified accusations and reserves the right for 
further measures (arbitration).

The trip to Asia was a complete success. Helmut Clauss and Janeth Chang in Manila 
were responsible for such good organization. An extremely diverse program and the 
visits to various clubs provided good insight into the countries of Hong Kong, Taiwan 
and the Philippines.

Hotel in Taiwan

Unsere Polizeibegleitung
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A special highlight was a visit from the President of Taiwan.

Women’s Power Seminar from 4 to 6 April 2003 in Bremen

From 4 to 6 April 2003 a forum for Ambassador women took place. A total of 
21 women and President Georges Oksakowski and ACD President Peter Noack 
participated.
“Female Ambassadors in a Changing Society” was the name of the forum. 
 Exchanging experience, presentations, interesting talks and lovely new contacts 
were the goal of this conference.
Decision: This Ambassador meeting should take place every year if possible under 
the name “International Women’s Ambassador Club Forum”.

Seeyou2003, 15 – 22 June 2003, big AC meeting around Lake Thun

The five RACs around the area of Lake Thun are very active and therefore AC Thun 
had the idea of organizing a week-long Ambassador event. For this, each RAC should 
take on the organization of a day’s program. Everyone contributed enthusiastically 
and its success was confirmation of the immense amount of work. On average, 
there were between 60 and 300 people in attendance on different days.
Monday was “Welcome Day” with AC Interlaken on Lake Brienz. On Tuesday it was 
“Pyramid and Wine” with AC Niesen on their local mountain. Wednesday had the 
motto “Romantic Lake”, with hiking and sailing with AC Sigriswil and AC Alliance 
Thun. 

Visit from the President of Taiwan Hotel in Taiwan

On top of the Niesen
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On Thursday, it was a drive to the “Jungfraujoch, Top of Europe”. On Friday, AC Thun 
celebrated its 25th anniversary with “Get Together” – a nostalgic evening with 
300 people at the City Hall square! On Saturday, the CHAC held its DV in the new 
Mystery Park in Interlaken. The evening took place in the kursaal “Midsummernight” 
with about 300 people! Sunday’s farewell was a big brunch on a farm in Sigriswil.

This event created many new contacts and in that sense fulfilled the club’s goal of 
“friendship” in the best sense.

DK meeting on 20/21 June 2003 in Thun/Sigriswil

The DK and guests Peter Noack ACD, Jürgen Schöllmann, Max Schläpfer/ VP CHAC 
take part in this two-day meeting.
The President has many positive announcements:
–  It was a very interesting, successful trip to the clubs in Hong Kong, Taiwan and 

the Philippines. Club Cebu was founded.
–  In the USA the second club has been founded: San Diego, California. There may 

also be one soon in Tampa, Florida.
–  In Hungary, Czech Republic and Germany there has been significant progress.
–  The development in Scandinavia is very promising. Rolf Jope is doing good work, 

however, the financial investment is quite substantial.
–  Congratulations on the big Ambassador event Seeyou2003. A week of great hos-

pitality from the five Lake Thun clubs for over 400 Ambassadors!

Peter Fischer reports: The financial situation is great. The dues system for new clubs 
should be reviewed.

Antibes – elections:
There are differences of opinion regarding under which circumstances Georges 
Oksakowski runs for reelection. After heated discussion and dissenting votes, the 
following list is decided upon at the request of G. Oksakowski:
1. President Georges Oksakowski 
2. CHAC Max Schläpfer, possible Vice President
3. ACD Michael Moerchel 
4. Italy? 
5. Asia? 
6. ACA Barbara Klaritsch 
7. ACGB?
8. ACB?

After the end of the second meeting it is made known that CHAC is no longer 
supporting Max Schläpfer for the DK. Thomas Frank is nominated in his place!

Seeyou2003Setzen einer Ambassador-Plakette auf dem Niesen
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Work meeting on 8/9 August 2003 in Sulzberg/Bregenz

Participants: IAC: G. Oksakowski, H. Pfanner, P. Fischer, M. Moerchel, H. Clauss,
ACD: P. Noack, H. Bokemeyer, Rolf Jope, ACA: J. Riedmann, K. Mayrhofer, I. Fässler,
CHAC: C. Pellegrini, Th. Frank, A. Ritz.

The Swiss clubs are of the opinion that at the CHAC DV in Interlaken, the President 
behaved rudely! He made accusations and even threats against Switzerland that 
should never be accepted. This caused some RACs to send harsh letters to the ZV 
CHAC and directly to Georges Oksakowski. The statement made by RAC Wil about 
“no integrity” offended the President so much that he’s demanding an apology.
The accusations from Belgium are also still on the table.
Both of these must be cleared up before Antibes.

It is made known that G. Oksakowski is not supported by CHAC, NACNL, or NACB.
They would like a Swiss president.

Just before the end of the meeting: in the statutes it reads:
“Election of the Vice President based on the suggestion of the President.”  
G. Oksakowski states: I suggest Max Schläpfer as VP! I’ll only run with Max.

DK and 40th Assembly of Delegates on 4 October 2003 in Antibes /France

Apart from the DK there are 19 countries with 13 NACs represented who are eligible 
to vote.

The President reads his most recent report about the last three years. He takes a 
position regarding different negative incidents and 
conflicts between him and different RACs and NACs. 
From his point of view, offensive statements and 
unjustified accusations make for a bad foundation for 
continued healthy cooperation. He is refusing any 
apologies offered at this point. G. Oksakowski feels he 
has been insulted and is withdrawing his candidacy.
–  Vice President Paul Bennett is now the only one up 

for election. He is elected with 10 yes, one no and 
four abstentions.

–  Paul Bennett suggests Martin Schwarz as Vice Presi-
dent. This is confirmed with 14 yes votes and one 
abstention.

The following have been elected to the DK: Janeth Chang ACPH,  
Barbara Klaritsch ACA, Peter Devillé ACB, Thomas Frank CHAC, Didier Laude ACF, 
Michael Moerchel ACD.
Helmut Clauss will remain the representative for Asia and the USA.

Peter Fischer presents a positive financial statement. It closes 2002 with a surplus 
of € 10,129. Assets therefore increase to € 105,072.

Based on the remaining agenda items, it is worth noting that the compensation 
promised to G. Oksakowski for his service as President will be paid. He will donate 
this money to the project “Kinder im Abseits” (Children by the wayside). A big round 
of applause!

Peter Noack reports on the successful meeting of younger Ambassadors on 
9  September in Hamburg. This should be repeated.

President Georges Oksakowski is bid farewell by the Assembly with a standing 
ovation.

Paul Bennett
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DK meeting on 8 November 2003 in Windsor/Great Britain

After the difficult and turbulent times of 2002/03, this meeting, at which all DK 
members are present, is dedicated to reorganization. Workflows and goals are 
discussed. Every DK member receives a task, but the most important thing is 
teamwork.

The budget has to be reworked, as there are valid changes to take into considera-
tion. The room and translation costs in Antibes are quite high, pegged at an estimat-
ed € 15,300, but justified considering the time taken.

2004
DK and President’s conference on 31 January / 1 February 2004 in Vigevano/Italy

In Antibes, Paul Bennett promised to work together more with the NAC.  
The invitation was sent to all the NACs and it is nice to see such good participation. 
The DK and 15 country representatives are present.

Projects started years ago are starting to show some effects. In the last few weeks, 
10 new clubs were founded (northeast Europe, Asia, women’s clubs).

Barbara Klaritsch represents the women. There are already 12 women’s clubs! “We 
need bonds, connections and networks in life!”

In the ACA, the informal “du” (you) is to be used immediately! Titles should not be 
used anymore.

Unfortunately, Peter Fischer has to disclose some bad figures for the annual financial 
report.
–  It is an irregular year because earlier expenditure decisions are just now coming 

into effect.
–  Membership numbers are estimated to high. 4300 is more realistic.
–  More expenditures in Antibes, higher translation costs.
–  More subsidies for new clubs (decided on in 2002).
–  Subsidies are too high (2,500 per club, at the end of 2003 reduced to 1000).
–  Retroactive payment to G.O. (€ 7,800).
–  More DK members = more costs!

The new IAC DK
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G. Oksakowski, past president, has requested an arbitration because he was 
referred to as having “no integrity”. The arbitration tribunal will be made up of 
M. Schwarz, Chair, M. Moerchel and P. Fischer (with their consent).
Martin Schwarz delivers the judgement that G. Oksakowski is completely vindicated, 
but also states that G.O. was not completely innocent in the whole dispute.

In the meantime, G. Oksakowski has founded a new service club, “Fides”, together 
with Max Schläpfer.

Three remarks:
–  Paul Bennett: Why are we exerting so much energy on financially weak NACs? It’s 

not a question of money...it’s a question of club principles!...and democracy costs 
money!

–  Peter Noack: We are a liberal club and have a lot of freedom. The responsibility lies 
with each member and RAC.

–  Sepp Riedmann: We are not a service club (controlled from higher up)… but the 
Ambassador Club needs a task! We need to make a difference, otherwise we’ll 
turn into a “regular’s table”!

Women’s forum 3 April 2004 in Hamburg

After Münster 2002 and Bremen 2003, both Hamburg women’s clubs extended an 
invitation to come to Hamburg. Around 30 female Ambassadors accepted the 
invitation, including Barbara Klaritsch, women’s representative of the IAC.
The focus is on making contacts and building up networks that can better connect 
women. Since its start in 1995, a dozen women’s clubs have been founded. That’s 
great, but it’s not enough!
The women’s meeting should continue. The next event is in Vienna on 22.04.05.

Conclusion regarding “Seeyou2003”

This week-long organized event, “All about Lake Thun”, was a success in every way; 
thanks to the good work of the five participating RACs, as well as a large turnout of 
about 500 people, we made a surplus. The five clubs decided to put this money, 
which was a result of the members’ engagement, towards a social project. Within 
the framework of mountain protection, three days’ work could be done in the small 
community of Eriz for their kindergarten and school. The school library could also be 
greatly improved.
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DK meeting on 21 May 2004 in Kaiserslautern

The following are present: Paul Bennett, Martin Schwarz, Peter Fischer, 
 Michael  Moerchel, Peter Devillé, Thomas Frank, Didier Laude, Heinz Pfanner. 
Excused: Janeth Chang, Barbara Klaritsch, Helmut Clauss.

The last meeting in Vigevano not only received praise, although it was very 
 successful.
–  the room was too small, the agenda was too long, time lost with translation.
–  Working closely with the NAC is welcome, perhaps it would be better to work in 

smaller groups, however.

Asia: Helmut Clauss has new contacts. He’s trying to make Taiwan more active.
USA: The situation is “sad”! The founded club in San Diego has practically died. 
Tampa and Baltimore are still on the table. In 2002, J. Dandridge received € 3000 to 
establish a club.

Peter Devillé took part in the youth meeting in Hamburg. His suggestions:
1. An autonomous youth club (with its own board) integrated into an RAC.
2. A youth club should be independent, should be sponsored by an RAC.
The first alternative is rejected. In particular, a new naming is not possible.

Club development: The current focus on Scandinavia and its corresponding high 
financial investment will continue. Other regions will also be supported if there are 
projects. We are interested in Moldavia, Nepal, Bhutan and India!

DK and 41st Assembly of Delegates on 14 August 2004 in Bregenz

The DK (without Janeth Chang) and 14 representatives from NACs are present. 
Guests include Rolf Jope/Germany and Mirko Schönfeldt/Germany.

In his annual report, President Paul Bennett explains the major goals of our club 
development. Thanks to a tremendous commitment (also financial), significant 
progress has been made.

Accounts: Peter Fischer clarifies the statement for 2003, which shows a negative 
result of € -29,342. The budget overruns are all well justified. The expenditures for 
new clubs especially showed dramatic increase. The assets as per 31.12.2003 
amount to € 75,729. The account and the budget are unanimously approved.

Various proposals from NACB and NACNL are being overwhelmingly rejected or 
withdrawn. The focus is mainly on the financial aspects (budget overruns, curbing 
expenditures) and the concentration on club development only in Europe.

Elections: According to the statutes, it is time to elect the Secretary General and 
Treasurer. At the request of CHAC and the DK, Heinz Pfanner is unanimously 
reelected.

For professional reasons, Peter Fischer can no longer continue. He is sent off with 
applause. After an invalid round of elections, Georg Schmeiser/Germany is elected 
Treasurer over René Hostens/Belgium.

In a detailed documentation, Rolf Jope clarifies how Helsinki, Oslo Fjord, Copenha-
gen and Stockholm were founded. Ten (!) more clubs are about to be established. 
According to R.J., in two years’ time, there will be about 15 clubs.

AC Thimpu in Bhutan was founded on 18.11.2004 by ACA President Sepp Riedmann 
in the presence of Austrian club friends.
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2005
DK and President’s conference on 18/19 February 2005 in Amsterdam

A change in the DK: Georg Schmeiser is the new Treasurer.
The main focus of this meeting is on finances and organization.
–  The financial statement for 2004 is closing on a very positive note = € 40,195.
–  One big problem is the payment practices of some NACs. Over € 12,000 had to 

be written off!
–  Development in Scandinavia is causing concern. The strategies implemented two 

years ago are becoming a problem. Rolf Jope exceeded his yearly budget by 44%! 
So far, about € 70,000 has been invested in Scandinavia and the Baltic region. 
On the other hand, five clubs have been founded and more should follow. After 
a hefty discussion, the DK is of the opinion that efforts made should continue on 
credit. To stop now would mean huge losses.

Some NACs, especially the NACB and President Geert Dekoninck, would like to see 
a different (better) organization of the IAC. The DK agrees to:
–  Reduce the DK to five – six members.
–  Use special representatives when possible (maybe small teams, work groups).
–  President’s conference 

(doesn’t have to be 
every year).

–  Create a three-year 
plan.

International Women’s forum from 22 –  24 April 2005 in Vienna

Barbara Klaritsch speaks of a successful women’s meeting. There were 35 women in 
attendance (Austria, Switzerland, Germany and Great Britain). A great presentation 
was given and interesting entertainment in the city enthralled the participants. Such 
an even should take place again, but perhaps only within the framework of another 
IAC event.

IAC President’s conference Amsterdam

Women’s forum Women’s forum
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DK meeting on 3 – 4 June 2005 in Kleve / Germany

The following DK members are absent: Georg Schmeiser, Janet Chang, Didier 
Laude.

Paul Bennett immediately takes a position on the topic “Georg Schmeiser, Treasurer 
of the IAC”. So far, G.S. has not fulfilled his duties. Multiple requests have produced 
nothing. The problem has solved itself, because on 2 June G.S. stepped down 
because he had a heavy workload. After a short discussion, the decision was made 
to ask René Hostens to take the office. He accepted over the phone!

Up to now, the secretariat has made all the payments. The budget is being adhered 
to. The only problem will once again be Scandinavia/Jope. The DK decides that at the 
next DV in Lübeck, the Scandinavian campaign should end.

Peter Devillé planned a youth meeting in Belgium, but had to cancel it due to lack of 
interest.

Club development seems to be stagnating in many countries. There were even 
withdrawals from the RAC in recent years. Development is strongly reflected in the 
membership list.

The Internet is continuously being expanded. It offers a lot, but is not being used 
enough.

DK and 42nd Assembly of Delegates on 17 September 2005 in Lübeck

The President welcomes a complete DK and 23 NAC representatives from 17 
countries. They are as follows: ACA H. Silbermayr, ACB Geert Deconinck, Eric de 
Meirsman, Patric Santens, CHAC C. Pellegerini, A. Ritz, M. Nussbaum, M. Knus, 
ACD P. Noack, H. Bokemeyer, ACF J. Lazzarini, ACGB T. Elgar, J. Humphreys, ACI R. 
Besser, G. Brivio, ACNL R. Rusche, ACS
H. Schmidt, ACTW Ihy Shieh, Chung Jonathan, Rex Wang, ACPH M. De los Santos, 
US B.Meins, ACDk S. Braes.
The newly founded NAC Sweden is present for the first time with President Hakan 
Schmidt.

Club life is generally regarded as very good. Positive changes can be found only 
where active members get engaged in their area. Since 2002, 30 new clubs have 
been founded, and there are now 15 women’s clubs. We cannot overlook that fact, 
however, that some clubs have dissolved (age, no motivation, no club life).

Due to the surprising resignation of Georg Schmeiser, René Hostens has temporarily 
taken office. He has now been unanimously and officially elected Treasurer.

The financial statement for 2004, still being managed by Peter Fischer, shows a 
profit of € 40,196 and assets of € 115,925.

In the 2006 budget, about € 20,000 is earmarked for sponsoring the campaign “send 
the youngest member of every RAC to Bern”. As in the last three years, a contribu-
tion of € 10,000 is reserved for the Bern organization.

The “Scandinavian campaign” appears to really be getting out of hand. Rolf Jope’s 
accounts never coincide with the budget. It is decided that at the end of 2005, this 
work with Rolf Jope will come to an end.

Martin Nussbaum takes us through the “Goals for 2016”, as suggested by CHAC, 
with an outstanding PowerPoint presentation.

Membership numbers as of 10.9.2005: 292 RACs and 4553 members

100 AMBASSADOR CLUB INTERNATIONAL ARCHIVES 60 Years 1956–2016

DK, 3.4.05
KLEVE

SCHMEISER

DV, 17.9.05
LÜBECK

RENÉ HOSTENS

JOPE

GOALS FOR 2016



2006
DK and President’s conference on 4 February 2006 in Malmö

This meeting is being held here in Malmö especially because of the northern clubs. 
The strong turnout is an attest to the need to do so. The DK representatives total 
seven, the NAC 10, and the Scandinavian clubs nine (Hakan Schmidt, Mirko Schön-
feldt, Helmut Schütt, Jonas Heli, Jens Holste, Heikki Kokko, Frits Kristensen, Hans 
Nielsson, Mikael Nordin).

This is less about the normal administrative topics. The important thing is to make 
the Ambassador concept more attractive for the new northern club friends. There-
fore, the NAC presidents are openly discussing questions about club life and the 
success but also potential problems; the DK members are using the opportunity to 
talk about the organization and goals. Many open questions were clarified.

Martin Schwarz is in charge of organizing the anniversary celebration in Bern and 
reports on a wonderful program. Naturally, he’s inviting everyone to the “friends” 
gathering. His would like to see every NAC show its best side and give a presenta-
tion on their culture to the expected 500 guests their best side.

Michael Moerchel regrets the fact that the Ambassador club is largely unknown in 
the public eye. We need to take every press opportunity.

Heinz Pfanner: The public and the press notice the club best when the RACs get 
attention in the region through activities (social, charitable, cultural). Many RACs do 
this despite the repeated phrase “We are not a service club”!

Some examples:
–  AC Schaffhausen honors an Ambassador every year (a personality from the re-

gion).
 –  AC Feldkirch invited students after the Chernobyl tragedy.
–  AC Thun is active with mountain protection. The construction of a water pipeline 

and the renovation of a kindergarten were supported and worked on in a less 
fortunate mountain region.

–  AC Niesen organizes a benefit breakfast (with a jazz band) for the disabled.
–  AC Nürnberg supports music students every year.
There are many more who are (unfortunately) not in the public eye.

DK meeting on 26 May 2006 in Stresa/Italy

Present: M. Schwarz, R. Hostens, P. Devillé, Th. Frank, D. Laude, B. Klaritsch, H. 
Pfanner.
Excused: P. Bennett (traffic problems), J. Chang, H. Clauss.

Rolf Jope is becoming a problem. He is charging the IAC a final invoice of over 
€ 10,530.
This was not approved after Lübeck.
–  All invoices and payments will be reviewed and justified claims will be settled.
–  The strategic development in the north is now over.
–  We acknowledge that R.J. did good work in northern Germany and Scandinavia 

and he accomplished a lot. He really put in an effort into club development.
–  Unfortunately he could not stay within the (quite large) approved budget.

It is time for elections at the DV in Bern.
–  Martin Schwarz is nominated for IAC President.
–  The DK is to decrease its numbers to five to six people.
–  It’s possible that a committee will be formed in a bigger DK. That way, more 

money could be saved.
–  Certain tasks could be assigned to delegates.
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The organization in Bern is right on schedule. Friday night (capacity 400 people) 
and the gala evening are half booked. Based on experience, many people will 
register late.
In Malmö it was decided to reserve € 20,000 so that the youngest member in each 
RAC could be supported with € 100. So far only Belgium has applied to receive 
€ 3,500 for its 35 clubs.

43rd Assembly of Delegates on 1 September 2006 in Bern  
“50TH ANNIVERSARY”

President Paul Bennett, Martin Schwarz, René Hostens, Heinz Pfanner,  
Janeth Chang, Peter Devillé, Thomas Frank, Barbara Klaritsch, Didier Laude, 
 Michael Moerchel, Helmut Clauss, Paul Chopard

ACA Joseph Riedmann, Hans Silbermayr, ACB Geert Deconinck, Eric de Meirsman,
CHAC Claudio Pellegrini, Manfred Knus, ACCZ Vaclav Hajek, ACD Karl-Heinz Meyer,
ACF Jean Lazzarini, Jurkiewicz Stanislas, ACGB Allan Harley, ACH Attila Naszaly, 
Janos Seregélyesi, ACI Ricardo Besser, Erminio Gallina, Antonio Marchetti, ACNL 
Robert Rusche, ACS Hakan Schmidt, ACTW Ihi-Wey Shien, Chung-Hsin Jonathan, 
Rex Wang, ACPH Luis Buguyan, Jose Valdecanas, Peter Soo, US James Dandridge, 
Bhutan Sangay Khandu, Thiley Chozum

15 countries and 27 representatives are present. 
Spain, Ukraine, Denmark, Finland, Hong Kong, Norway, 
Romania and Slovakia are not represented.

The President is thrilled that so many Ambassadors 
came to this DV in Bern and for the “50th Anniversary”. 
There are 680 people registered!
In his annual review, he is able to look back at three ar-
duous and successful years. The International Ambas-
sador Club reestablished itself, the relationship with 
the NACs is great and the finances are consolidated.
Martin Schwarz honors the resigning president with 
warm words.
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The financial statement for 2005 ends with a profit of € 47,147. As per 31.12.2005 
the assets stood at € 161,484.

René Hostens, who is leaving the DK and his position as Treasurer, is being thanked 
with a big round of applause.

Membership dues will be decreased to € 40.

Election: A downsizing of the DK is requested. It will save costs and it can then 
work more effectively.
The new DK: President Martin Schwarz, Vice President Michael Moerchel, 
 Peter Devillé /B, Treasurer René Hostens, Secretary General Heinz Pfanner.

The anniversary celebration “50 Years of Ambassador Club” is well received. On 
Friday, a pleasant welcoming reception was held in a packed Kornhauskeller restau-
rant. The ceremony in the casinosaal was very festive and punctuated by exceptional 
speeches. The gala event in the kursaal was the highlight with about 600 people. 
An attractive program and performances from a number of countries clearly showed 
the internationality of the event.

President Martin Schwarz bids Paul Bennett and the resigning DK members farewell 
with warm words.

A highlight was the awarding of an honorary membership to two worthy 
 Ambassadors:

Helmut Clauss, 
AC  Münster /D.  
He was honored for his 
tireless work in Asia and 
the USA, with successful 
club establishments in 
Hong Kong, Taiwan, the 
Philippines and in the 
USA.
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Heinz Pfanner,  
AC Thun /Switzerland. 
He has organized the 
international Ski Weeks 
in Switzerland for the 
last 25 years. These 
weeks have become 
a permanent part of the 
Ambassador event. 
Between 50 and 80 
participants yearly are 
a testament to its 
immense value.

DK meeting on 21 October 2006 in Bonn

The DK became much smaller in Bern:
–  President Martin Schwarz, Vice President Michael Moerchel, Treasurer René 

 Hostens, Secretary General Heinz Pfanner, member Peter Devillé/B.

Looking back at Bern: shows that the anniversary celebration was organized with 
complete dedication, a lot of love and a great deal of work. The total number of 
turnouts was 680 (Kornhauskeller 410, ceremony 410, Gala evening 600, farewell 
200). There was a lot of positive feedback (immense satisfaction, fantastic ceremony, 
euphoria, new international dimension …).

The organization committee noticed there could be better registration management.

Financial: accounts for Bern, financial statement for 2005 and final invoice for Rolf 
Jope can be dealt with later. The budget for 2006 and 2007 is ok.

Membership dues: these were reduced to € 40. There are some countries with 
limited purchasing power that are receiving a corresponding rebate (UBS purchasing 
power list).

Club development: to promote new clubs, women’s clubs, and young Ambassa-
dors, the regulations will be changed. Support will only be provided upon application. 

Heinz Pfanner and ski group

Heinz Pfanner and ski group



REVIEW 1997–2006

2007

DK, 27.1.07
COPENHAGEN

That means there must be a concrete project in the works.
The DK has a detailed discussion about the activities of the next three years. Here 
are just the keywords of topics the DK is to work on:
–  Communication, topics for a forum, guest speaker at a DV, good projects, press, 

Internet, flyers, handbook, tasks for DK delegates, club development and support, 
problematic countries, archives on request of the CHAC, phone conferences per 
Skype, etc.

A review of 1997 to 2006
In looking back at these last 10 years, it is important to mention that in terms of club 
development, there were contradictory tendencies.
–  In the 1990s, new clubs were primarily founded in Eastern Europe (Ukraine, 

Romania, Moldavia, Slovakia, Czech Republic, Hungary). Thanks to their personal 
relationships, Hans Rohrer, Kurt Mayrhofer and Martin Schwarz were especially 
active. Unfortunately, some clubs dissolved after only a few years!

–  Germany successfully started many clubs as of 2002. Many women’s clubs were 
established for instance. This is thanks to the commitment of the ACD board un-
der the leadership of Peter Noack.

–  In Scandinavia, the development strategy led by Rolf Jope, which was a heavy 
financial investment but had initial success, ended after five years! This serves as 
evidence that success can only be expected when dedicated people get involved 
on the locally.

–  All this couldn’t prevent international membership stagnation.  
In total we currently have: 293 RAC and 4525 members. 
CH 81/1626, D 79/1156, IT 3/44, A 18/319, F 17/215, L 5/80, GB 6/70, NO 2/17, E 
5/28, TW 5/71, B 37/546, PH 6/71, US 1/23, HU 5/63, CZ 3/23, SL 3/26, UKR 5/37, 
RO 2/20, S 4/30, HK 1/6, FI 1/14, BH 1/15, DK 3/25.

There are also very positive reports during these years. The necessary Assembly of 
Delegates, for instance, developed into interesting Ambassador meetings with very 
good programs. They became real networking events!

Very good examples of living our club philosophy also include smaller events such as 
regional events (seeyou2003!), golf events or the extremely well-loved international 
Ski Weeks.

Concerning the “service” topic, there is officially still a negative attitude. Many RACs 
have noticed that a charitable, cultural or even social activity in the region is good for 
the club, important for publicity and positive in every aspect. Many examples could 
be listed, but unfortunately many people still think “Do good, but keep it quiet!”…

After 50 years of partly difficult development, the new management committee has 
approached the new era with big goals in mind.

2007
DK meeting on 27 January 2007 in Copenhagen

President Martin Schwarz welcomes the scaled-down DK of Michael Moerchel, 
René Hostens, Peter Devillé, Heinz Pfanner, Claudio Pellegrini as delegates.

This meeting was moved here because the situation in the north does not meet our 
expectations. There are signs of clubs closing! Unfortunately, all the Ambassadors 
invited from Norway, Denmark and Finland cancelled. Six people are expected from 
Sweden.
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Flyer: The flyers is being worked on, only small changes will be made.
Dues regulations: The ACD would like a decrease in the IAC dues for partners in the 
same club. It is not approved.
Delegates for public relations: This should be assigned to an expert. Contact 
should be made with Adrian Roth, AC Biel.
Fluctuations since 1.9.06: The membership numbers have unfortunately fallen from 
4525 to 4498. There have also been resignations in the RACs. What can be done 
about this? Looking at the countries, only CHAC and ACD show slightly good signs.
The financial statement ends on a positive note. Some NACs are causing anger 
(have not yet paid).
Rolf Jope is still making claims!
CHAC fund: There should be a fund created for supporting clubs and charitable 
purposes.

Claudio Pellegrini, together with E. Gallina and R. Besser, visited contacts in Sicily. 
He thinks the chances are good.

Conversations with Swedish friends clearly show that the Ambassador concept is 
not yet fully understood. Hakan Schmidt will be asked to really get in touch with all 
RACs in order to motivate them.

There is to be another women’s event. It will be supported with € 2,500.

President’s conference on 31 March 2007 in Budapest

The DK and 19 NAC representatives from 15 countries are present at the  
4th President’s conference. Only Ukraine, Taiwan and the Philippines are excused.

René Hostens reports on a good financial statement for 2006 even though 11 (!) 
NACs have paid little or no dues at all.

Fire as annual theme. The yearly theme should create a connection between the 
clubs and their communication, as well as encourage creativity. At the next DV in 
Prague, the NACs should present something on the annual theme.

Club development is unfortunately not good. Especially concerning is the fact 
that so many members have left, for example 500 in Germany since 2002, and in 
Switzerland 465!

Suggestions:
–  don’t focus only on getting new members, but also take care of the old ones.
–  Peter Devillé wrote a handbook in which help for problems is suggested.
–  Adrian Roth. Responsible for communication at the IAC, will hold a workshop 

in Prague.
–  Sepp Riedmann is organizing trips to go visit the clubs in Bhutan.

TRANSLATION! Mit der Gründung der beiden Clubs New York und Tidewater / Hamp-
tonroads ist  zusammen mit Washington der NAC USA gegründet. Erst Stimmberech-
tigung am 29. Sept. 2007 an der DV in Prag. 

44th Assembly of Delegates on 29 September 2007 in Prague

With a total of 43 participants, the attendance is extremely good at this DV. All 
14 countries with voting rights are represented. The wonderfully organized Ambas-
sador festivities in Bern are once again praised. It was a complete success in every 
way.

Regarding club development there is only one word: stagnation.
The 2006 balance sheet ends with assets totaling € 192,699.
Membership dues will stay at € 40.
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Elections: At the suggestion of CHAC and the DK, 
the Secretary General, Heinz Pfanner, is unanimously 
reelected.
René Hostens is reelected for another term in office.

The Philippines would like for the IAC to increase its 
attention to internationality and so they should plan a 
trip to Asia. The DK gladly welcomes this idea. The 
earliest date possible for a trip would be 2009.

The “first workshop” was about communication. 
Public relations work and development. There were 
heated discussions at seven mixed tables. Adrian Roth 
will revise and publish the results.

DK meeting on 9 November 2007 in Riga / Latvia

The DK is making the slightly cumbersome, long trip to Latvia because there the 
RAC Riga will be founded at the same time. The two “promoters”, Helmuts Saljajs 
and Andris Eglais, convinced 14 friends to establish the club.
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Looking back at Prague: In general, the DV was a success, and the workshop 
offered a good opportunity to work. Critical feedback would perhaps include the 
“modest” program that was “frugally” calculated!

There are problems with Ukraine and Romania. Martin Schwarz will get in touch.

More and more telephone conferences are being planned in the DK.

21 October 2007: Adrian Amstutz, AC Sigriswil is elected to the National Assembly, 
Werner Luginbühl is elected to the Council of States! Hans-Jürg Käser,  
AC Langenthal is a Governing Council member in the Canton of Bern!

2008
DK and President’s conference on 25 January 2008 in Paris

There are mixed reviews on Riga. On the one hand, the impression of these young 
people is very positive; on the other hand, the question in the room is how the club 
will develop since the two most important representatives live in Berlin and 
 Hamburg.

Club development looks bleak. We currently have 4381 members.

“Why are members leaving?” This question should be asked. The IAC will hardly be 
able to pose this question. It is the duty of the RACs and the NACs to find out the 
reasons.

Scandinavia is a cause for great concern. In Italy, the new clubs in Sicily have not yet 
been founded. In Belgium, the entire board has been replaced. They want to make 
lots of changes, and even France has problems.

The main part of this conference is the second workshop, which was led by Adrian 
Roth.

The new homepage offers a lot more and is now also 
simpler. We hope for more users. This will only happen 
if there are more current posts to publish.

The second part includes a member directory  
in a private area.

Peter Noack, long-time president of the ACD,  
died on 4 March 2008.

He did an extraordinary amount of work for the 
Ambassador Club.
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DK meeting on 9 May 2008 in Alpbach/Tirol

At a press conference for Hans Silbermayr, the Tirol 
media prepared a report about the Ambassador Club. 
The radio and TV were also there.

There is currently not much to report from the NAC.

At the ACA DV on 10 May, Sepp Riedmann handed 
over office to Hans Silbermayr. AC Unterinntal was 
founded during a dignified celebration.

After six years in CHAC, Claudio Pellegrini has stepped down. At a very turbulent 
Assembly of Delegates in June, it was not possible to hold elections. These will be 
postponed until the fall at an extra DV session.

The change in Belgium brings not only good news. We hope that the mood will get 
better.
Finances and budget are within their means.
The work invested in the President’s conference in Paris receives praise.
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DK and 45th Assembly of Delegates on 26 September 2008 in Brussels / Halle

A surprisingly large number of participants:
DK – 5; DK delegates – 5; communication officers – 10; NAC delegates – 14 and 
guests – 9 = 43 participants at the DV! All countries with voting rights are present.

There is nothing new to report on development. 280 RAC and 4374 members.

Heinz Pfanner: The RAC/NACs should have concrete goals. For example, 2% growth 
rate (that would mean about 90 new members a year). That would mean that within 
three years an RAC should accept a new member or within 10 years a new club 
should be established. Is that too much to ask?

The financial statement for 2007 ends with a surplus of € 9,152. Assets total € 
201,852. The following are planned into the 2009 budget: club development € 
72,000, club leadership € 44,000, club management € 51,000, surplus € 5,000. 
Revenues € 172,000.

Trip to Asia 2009: Helmut Clauss presents a program for the time frame from 17 to 
31 May 2009.

This weekend, we celebrate 25 years of AC Belgium.

Michael Moerchel, together with Peter Devillé and Adrian Roth, is developing a 
master plan, strategy for 2008 and a vision for 2012. There are reservations: The NAC 
(or RAC) won’t be dictated to!

Soren Braes /DK explains his ideas on club development. Peter Devillé talks about 
”UNESCO” clubs. Adrian Roth leads the third workshop.

The club newsletters have become a lot better. They will receive between € 1000 
and € 3000 in support from the IAC.

DK meeting on 22 November 2008 in Luxembourg

Review: The occasion ”25 years of AC Belgium“ in Brussels was impressive. 
Good program, lots of participants, perfect organization by Peter Devillé.
The DV proceeded without problem. The working title “Club Development” was 
unsatisfactory.
–  Too many speeches that were too long.
–  The workshop had problems with space, time and language.
–  A concluding assessment was not possible.

Activity 2008 – 2009
–  The adopted strategy for club development will be continued.
–  Strategy, vision and master plan have great content!
–  These goals and suggestions should be served in smaller portions, however. Don’t 

overwhelm people.
–  The NACs should be informed every two months via direct mailing.

Franz Gut was elected President for CHAC.
Belgium has been in a bad mood all year long; the mood is tense between the new 
board under the leadership of Klaas Lecluyse and the old one. Unfortunately, the 
situation has gotten worse and it has come to withdrawals and even expulsions.

Martin Schwarz and Michael Moerchel will candidate for another office term. It will 
be difficult for Peter Devillé (Belgian veto!)
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2009
DK meeting on 13 March 2009 in Ghent

The DK is meeting at Peter Devillé’s home.

Two dedicated Ambassa-
dors have died. Hans-
Ruedi Ramseier was a 
founding member of 
Bern56 and Helmut 
Bokemeyer was Chancel-
lor of the ACD for six 
years.

The ACF founded a women’s club named “Antipolis”.

Michael Moerchel attended a “Northern Conference”. The current situation and 
possible further steps were discussed with 10 club friends.

The club newsletters will continue to be supported (€ 2000 – 3000).

The Ambassador study, which AC St. Gallen is conducting together with the univer-
sity, is being supported by the IAC with € 4,500.

Development is still decreasing. The IAC needs to invest all its strength in growth.

The differences in Belgium between the board and some RACs and members have 
not been cleared up. There continue to be withdrawals.

The path chosen for club development is generally being praised. Unfortunately, the 
implementation is not so easy:
–  too much theory, 
–  the IAC doesn’t have any direct influence 
–  it should be run by committed club friends there on the ground.

We will not hold a President’s conference. Instead, we’ll work regionally in small 
groups.

The trip to Asia will take place with 29 people from Switzerland, Austria, Germany, 
and the Netherlands from 17 to 31 May 2009. The first stop is Hong Kong, where 
we’ll be met by organizer Helmut Clauss after an 11-hour flight.
The travel itinerary: two days of sightseeing in the city and dinner at the largest 
swimming restaurant with Hong Kong club friends. Then we continued on to Taipei, 
Taiwan. Here we spent four days and enjoyed the hospitality of AC friends from 
Taipei, Yilan, Tainan and Kaohsiung. We are spoiled, are guests at the President’s 
Palace, visit the national museum and Formosa TV, which was reporting on our 
visit, went to the highest tower in the world (to date), took in the 101 Tower with its 
famous sphere and traveled to famous temples and markets. After Kaohsiung we 
traveled with the fastest train...300km/h!

We reached Manila by plane. We were greeted by our Philippine friends with flower 
garlands and experienced Manila, Davoa and Cebu with the best hospitality. All the 
hosting clubs left us with a lasting impression of their club life. 

Hans-Ruedi RamseierHelmut Bokemeyer
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We saw Senator and Presidential candidate Francic Escudo, member of AC Manila, 
give a fiery speech on poverty. And we were amazed by the ritual that begins every 
club evening by singing the national anthem and saying a prayer. Every new member 
has to take an oath! Being a member in a club in these countries has a very impor-
tant social value!

DK meeting on 6 June 2009 in Martigny/Switzerland

This meeting is mainly planned for administrative tasks.
AC Riga is having problems and is asking for a remittal of dues (reduced to € 10).
A review will be made to see if the AC can enter into a partnership with UNESCO – 
UNICEF.
A new brochure is being developed by Kurt Hartmeier.

DK and Assembly of Delegates on 5 September 2009 in St. Gallen

There are a total of 38 Ambassadors taking part at this DV. A larger group came from 
the Philippines to St. Gallen.

Martin Schwarz gave a detailed account of the IAC’s two-week trip to Asia. The 
29 travelers were warmly welcomed and shown the greatest hospitality in Hong 
Kong, Taipei, Taiwan and Kaohsiung as well as in the Philippines in Manila, Davao and 
Cebu. With the exception of Hong Kong, all the RACs lead a special but active club 
life.

The financial statement for 2008 closes with a loss of € 9,349. This is based on the 
fact that the costs for NAC communications officers were not included in the 
budget. The DK has to assume the costs because otherwise no one else would 
have.

Pictures of trip to Asia Pictures of trip to Asia

Pictures of trip to Asia
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Club development stays the same: slight decline. This affects most countries. 
Switzerland minus two clubs, despite having more members.
–  Belgium had no growth – France minus two RAC. USA founded Fredericksburg.

New club leadership: CHAC Franz Gut, Martin Stucky ACA Hans Silbermayr, 
Albert Keiler, ACD Gerhard Ferroni, ACPH Roy Ferrer,

The DV was flooded with 14 applications. Belgium was especially eager. Practically 
all of them were rejected.

Elections:
Martin Schwarz and Michael Moerchel were unanimously reelected.
DK member Peter Devillé would like to continue, but unfortunately he is not being 
supported by ACB.
Martine Spiess of ACF is elected.

The study on the Ambassador’s Club is presented. Despite the huge effort, we 
unfortunately have to say: nothing new!

RAC Liechtenstein is founded.
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Obersaxen on 17 October 2009

The first workshop, “German”, took place with Ambassador Sigi Caduff in Hotel 
Central in Obersaxen and was generally well received. Twelve participants from 
Austria, Germany and Switzerland worked intensively on the topics communication, 
advertisement, club development and the Internet under the guidance of Michael 
Moerchel.

DK meeting on 20 November 2009 in Bonn

Present in the DK: President Martin Schwarz, Vice Michael Moerchel, René Hostens, 
Heinz Pfanner and Martine Spiess, who is new.

Looking back at St. Gallen, there are unfortunately some negative reports.
Organizational problem (under Kurt Hartmeier, then his withdrawal from the AC)
The IAC is paying CHF 2,000 towards the deficit.
The lesson from St. Gallen: We have to better monitor such occasions.
The DV ran smoothly despite the many proposals from Belgium.

Obersaxen was perfect. People are able to work better in small groups.

The next workshop should be in “English” in Belgium. The IAC will pay for the trip, 
board and two nights in a hotel.

Finally, a conference will be organized for the eastern states in Pécs.
The old flyer will be printed, small changes. The material prepared by Kurt Hartmeier 
for CHAC will not be used.

There are some problems with the “Jope clubs”.

Spain: no longer exists. The Spanish clubs will be removed from the directory.

ACD board
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2010
DK meeting on 7 May 2010 in Wels / Austria

AC Wels is celebrating its 40th anniversary with a very engaging program.

On 16 January 2010 in Brugge, Belgium, a workshop took place in English on the 
topic “communication”. There were 12 participants there. Together with the work-
shop in Obersaxen, the specified goals were achieved, there was efficient communi-
cation in small groups and the Internet and development were worked on.

Serious discussions with ACB have not been successful. There are differences 
regarding Peter Devillé, various Belgian clubs and the ACB board.

The international Ski Week in Grindelwald once again attracted 60 Ambassadors to 
spend a friendly week together.

DK and President’s conference on 25 June 2010 in Pécs/Hungary

The President welcomes the 25 participants with this call to action:
The President’s conference is not provided for in the statutes, but for us, the DK, it 
is important to have more direct contact with the NACs. Since 2007, we have tried 
to encourage club development, with workshops for example. Requests, criticism, 
suggestions and problems should be discussed from all angles. The defined goals 
are useless, however, if they are not implemented.

Quite important realizations:
–  Help organize and participate in club programs, wear your badges, make the club 

known, invite friends, take part in club meetings, visit national and international 
meetings, be involved with our homepage with written contributions.

–  A committee should reevaluate the club concept and conceptualize a new form. 
We have to look for new ways, small steps are better than rapid growth.

The NACB suggests:
–  a membership card should be made.
–  a film about the Ambassador Club should be made for advertisement purposes.

DK and 47th Assembly of Delegates on 11 September 2010 in Utrecht

With the exception of Italy and Hungary, all 13 voting countries are represented. 
The DV is well attended, with 36 delegates, guests and five DK members.

There is little to say about development. The current status is 271 RACs and 4207 
members.
ACB an CHAC have a slight gain; ACA, ACD and ACF a loss. Spain is dissolved and 
Sweden only has two RACs left.

The financial statement is positive, with a profit of € 4,157. Assets amount to 
€ 200,660.

Workshop Pecs Martin Schwarz
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Elections:
Secretary General: CHAC / DK motion Heinz Pfanner
   ACB motion Eric de Meirsman
   Reelected 12: 1 Heinz Pfanner.
Treasurer  ACA motion Dr. Erich Keber
   ACB motion Francis Callewaert
   Elected 9 : 4 Erich Keber

Election of a DK member: Eric de Meirsman is elected.

Proposals:
–  The homepage should be completely revised. Approved.  Mario Delvecchio will 

lead the working group. There is already € 20,000 reserved in the budget.
–  The creation of a membership card is agreed upon. The NACB will take care of this.

The next DB will be an exception and take place in June in Berlin  
(ACD 50th anniversary).

2011
DK meeting on 29 January 2011 in Bern

DK: President Martin Schwarz, Vice President Michael Moerchel, Secretary 
Heinz Pfanner, Treasurer Erich Keber, Martine Spiess, Eric de Meirsman.
Guest Mario Delvecchio, Internet representative.

The review of Utrecht is very positive. The DV ran smoothly and the SCNL friends 
with Rob. Rusche offered a nice program.

René Hostens presents the financial statement for 2010 within the framework of the 
budget.

There are questions about:
–  Buying a printer that costs € 5,000, having the ACB create a membership card 

(without checking!).
–  We could possible do away with the expensive simultaneous interpretation 

(only English).
–  There will be revenue shortfalls due to dwindling membership numbers.

There are internal difficulties at the ACD:
–  the webmaster is resigning and changing clubs.
–  RAC Westerwald’s departure is apparently because the IAC refused support for 

Ukraine and Slovakia. The founding club wanted to invite all club friends to the 
meeting in Berlin. The costs were to be absorbed by the IAC. The DK was ready to 
take on some of the costs as well.

There is also an unclear situation in Belgium. On the 
one hand, Belgium is very active and positive. On the 
other, there has been a conflict for the last three years 
between the board and individual members and even 
the RAC. Mediation with M. Schwarz and M. Moerchel 
has not been successful.
Result: Resignation of members and three RACs.

The new homepage will include many improvements 
and should be ready in June.

A trip to the USA is being planned for August 2011.

Dr. Arno Meier of AC Baden died. He was a very active 
Ambassador in CHAC and he was also IAC President 
for six years, from 1986 to 1991.

Arno Meier
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DK meeting on 9 April 2011 in Zermatt

A small meeting with mainly administrative tasks.
The international meeting at Lake Constance will take place on 7 May.

The 30th international Ambassador Ski 
Week here in Zermatt, from 2 to 9 April,  
is the last one organized by Heinz and 
Hanni Pfanner since they began in 1984. 
This dedication is coming to a close 
with a huge farewell party and innumer-
able honors being paid. Heinz and Hanni 
say thank you to all of those who have 
helped over the years!

The Ski Week will now be organized by 
Urs Gurtner of AC Niesen.

DK and 48th Assembly of Delegates on 3 June 2011 in Berlin

The ACD is celebrating its 50th anniversary. Apart from the DK, the following 
are present:
ACA H. Silbermayr, ACB K. Lecluyse, ACD G. Ferroni, ACF Ph. Frizon de Lamotte, 
ACGB R. Blaber, ACHU A. Naszály, ACNL R. Rusche, ACPH R. Ferrer, CHAC F. Gut, 
ACUS J. Dandridge, ACCZ P. Urban. H. Clauss, H. Lüdi. In total there are 31 Ambas-
sadors taking part in the DV.

The meeting is being held for the first time without simultaneous interpretation. The 
working language is English.

Our numbers as per 3.6.2011 are 4119 members and 263 RACs. This indicates a 
setback, because all the effort to improve development were without visible suc-
cess. There are different statements:
–  ACB: Halle and Pajottenland are withdrawing, new RAC Sint Niclaas.
–  ACD: Westerwald, Jena, JAC Lüneburg are withdrawing, Hamburg Elbvororte and 

Ems Rheda are joining.

The financial statement 
is now only being 
questioned by NACB. 
Once again a long 
“dispute” arises. Mem-
bership dues will stay at 
€ 40.

The membership card 
has only been used by 
ACB so far.

Letzte AC Skiwoche Heinz und Hanni 
Pfanner

Golf Gstaad
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Internet meeting on 14 August 2011 in Mellau /Austria

This meeting is primarily about the new development of our homepage. It has 
already made great progress and will be complete in a few short weeks. Substantial 
input was contributed by Rainer Huth (ACD), Heinz de Vries (ACD) and Karl Punz in 
addition to Mario Delvecchio, Michael Moerchel and Heinz Pfanner.
A big thank you goes to Jürgen Schöllmann, who has not only handled stressful 
vetoes in a totally composed manner, but also complied with the financial aspects of 
the AC (despite immense exceedances of the Internet budget).

Franco Romand forum on 23 September 2011 in Fribourg

An occasion that takes place every year in western Switzerland is the Franco 
Romand forum. It connects French-speaking Switzerland with our AC friends from 
France.

INTERNET IN
MELLAU

FRANCO
ROMAND FORUM

Forum Franco Romand

Forum Franco Romand

Forum Franco Romand

Forum Franco Romand

CHAC Vorstand 2011 am Bodenseetreffen
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DK meeting on 11 November 2011 in Lucerne
DK meeting on 3 December 2011 in Vigevano

It is an exceptional situation. There was not one date suitable for everyone, therefore 
the splitting up into two meetings.

The review of Berlin is positive. English as a working language made for more work, 
but didn’t cause any problems.

Michael Moerchel visited Helsinki. The club is operational but doesn’t have contact to 
anyone!
Latvia is once again in an economic crisis and would like to be exempt from paying 
its dues.
Slovakia has eight members, but the RAC is surviving on only I. Koncek!
The same goes for Ukraine (A. Golodov).
RAC Liechtenstein exists, but there is no activity.
Nothing is going on in Sweden!

RAC Zurich-Glatt has developed a big study on the topic Ambassador…
“New Horizons”.

2012
DK meeting on 25 February 2012 in Antibes / France

The natural disaster in the Philippines was part of our President’s Christmas address. 
The call to help resonated with the Ambassadors, and the IAC donated € 5,000.

The restructuring of our online presence is complete, with the exception of a few 
tasks, and is well received. At € 32,811, the costs are slightly over budget, but there 
were a few programs added to the site. Navigating it should be much easier. There 
will be trainings if necessary.

Club development has this to report: The tendency is toward decline! The ACD lost 
six clubs. That’s 100 members less since Berlin!

The ACB is complaining about the accounts without giving concrete details.

Internet training on 5 May 2012 in Lustenau

Twenty-three interested parties met in “Krönele”. The training should show the work 
on our homepage from the point of view of a member and of a club secretary. Our 
webmaster, Jürgen Schöllmann, is guiding and informing us.
It is apparent that the work made it easier and more diverse in every way. The mood 
is fantastic. All the previous “problems” have been solved!

DK meeting on 2 June 2012 in Chur

The meeting at Lake Constance is always well received. It took place on 21 April 
2012 with 120 participants and with a very engaging program (Bregenz floating stage 
and Castle Feldkirch).

The planned trip to the USA had to be canceled due to lack of interest.

The annual financial statement and budget were rejected only by the ACB. They are 
demanding full access to accounts and in the meantime will not pay dues. From the 
DK’s perspective, there are no obscurities, everything is ok. Decision: set a deadline, 
demand payment.

DK LUZERN
VIGEVANO

NEW HORIZONS

2012

DK ANTIBES

INTERNET
TRAINING

DK, 2.6.12

ACB AND
ACCOUNTING
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Our trademark, which has been registered in Switzerland for over 10 years, has now 
been registered for the entire EU. Now there is an objection from Spain, from an 
Ambassador Hotel, represented by a lawyer in Cologne. A legal specialist in Bern will 
review the objection, the deadline will be met. By no means are we looking for an 
expensive hearing.

In order to organize the DV in Vienna, it is necessary to have a meeting with the 
organization committee. Secretary Heinz Pfanner will take part on 8 June 2012 in 
Vienna.

DK and 49th Assembly of Delegates, “50 Years of ACA”,  
on 15 September 2012 in Vienna

The President welcomes a large number of Ambassadors to the DV meeting:
DK – 6; countries -12; delegates – 4; Ambassadors -16 = a total of 38 participants at 
the DV!

Right from the start the question is posed whether an NAC that doesn’t pay its dues 
has the right to vote. There is nothing about the exclusion of voting, therefore all 12 
countries have the right to vote.

Martin Schwarz is stepping down from his office as 
President today. His review takes into account his 
presidency since 2006.

On a positive note, he can point to the great collabora-
tion within the DK as well as with the NACs. There 
have been many workshops on the “Ambassador” 
topic and the homepage www.ambassadorclub.org 
has come to light in a whole new format. Visits to 
many European NACs, but also the trips to Hong Kong, 
Taiwan, Bhutan, the Philippines and the USA were very 
successful and made for unforgettable experiences. 
There were new clubs established and the many big 
AC events were always well attended.

The negative, however, should not be kept secret. We 
did not manage to sustainably improve club development. Only Switzerland was able 
to maintain its membership. All the others have diminishing numbers. So as of 
15.9.2012 we have 4027 members and 259 RACs. The successor will have the same 
goal of creating growth. We also hope that the difficulties being faced by some 
NACs (e.g., ACB and ACPH) will be cleared up in a friendly way.

Treasurer Erich Keber notes a loss of € 11,002 in his closing accounts for 2011. This 
only happened because many more programs were built into our homepage. The 
assets amount to € 196,276. This financial statement includes € 22,000 worth of 
dues from the ACB that have still not been paid!

Elections:

Election of IAC President:  Dr. Michael Moerchel is the only one running (has been in 
AC Bonn since 1991 and a member of the DK since 2000, 
Vice President since 2006)

  Unanimously elected with a standing ovation.

Further members:   The following were elected with 11 votes each:  
Franz Gut CHAC and Fathia Schaer ACF

Franz Gut is nominated for the office of Vice President by the newly-elected 
 President and he is unanimously elected.

Der abretende 
Präsident  
Martin Schwarz
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Harro Lüdi /Switzerland and Antonio 
Marchetti /Italy are both reelected as 
account auditors.

As the new IAC President, Michael 
Moerchel rises to speak and honors the 
resigning President. Martin Schwarz has 
been a member since 1982 and been 
active in various roles within the IAC. 
Whether as an Auditor, Treasurer, Vice 
President or now six years as President. 
He always put his best effort into the 
Ambassador Club.
The delegates show their gratitude with 
a standing ovation.
Martin Schwarz is named an honorary 
member.

With 300 people, the anniversary 
celebration in the Park Hotel Schönb-
runn was well attended. Martin Schwarz 
bid farewell with a very dignified speech 
and thanked the three Viennese clubs in particular for the organization.

DK meeting on 20 October 2012 in Basel

President Michael Moerchel, Vice President Franz Gut, Treasurer Erich Keber,
Secretary General Heinz Pfanner, Eric de Meirsman, Fathia Schaer, Mario Delvec-
chio.

The first meeting of the new Management Committee first and foremost served to 
determine the goals and the next important tasks.
–  There should be open and fair discussions at the DK meetings.
–  Decisions taken will all be supported jointly.
–  All discussions stay within the DK and are not to be talked about outside the club.

The review of Vienna is very satisfying. The DV ran smoothly and the many programs 
on offer were well received by the guests. Michael Moerchel talked to the Belgian 
representatives in Vienna about the impossible situation with the ACB and requested 
that their debt be dealt with immediately.

The invoice from Vienna is very problematic. There has been a big case of misappro-
priation!
The organizer from AC Astoria, Walter Werthmüller, withheld about € 40,000! It was 
only through the personal funds of Hans Silbermayr and Klaus Hehengerger that the 
DV and celebration could take place. The guests didn’t notice a thing!
It remains to be seen how this issue can be handled positively. The IAC will provide 
the necessary help.
–  Skype should be used more for the organization within the DK.
–  Print materials need to be revised.
–  A President’s conference should take place soon.
–  The statutes may also need to be revised.

Honorary member Martin Schwarz
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HONORARY MEMBER
MARTIN SCHWARZ

DK, 20.10.12
BASEL

INVOICE FOR
VIENNA!



2013
DK and President’s conference on 25 March 2013 in Sigriswil /Switzerland, 
Hotel Solbad

Eleven countries and 27 participants registered to be at this conference. Regrettably 
from the invited past presidents, only Martin Schwarz could take part.

Belgium: Despite numerous requests, Belgium has not responded. The President 
was therefore invited to Bonn on 16 February to talk with Klaas Lecluyse and Dirk 
Cauwelier. The meeting was successful and the differences were able to be cleared 
up. It is to be noted that Erich Keber’s accounts are impeccable and the Belgians 
were unable to provide any concrete mistakes. The accusations against René 
Hostens and Erich Keber dissolved into thin air (and without an apology!)

Germany: The ACD President Gerhard Ferroni has suddenly resigned. There are 
arguments within the ACD board. Martina Bergami is leading the club until the next 
DV. Heinz de Vries abstaining from a reelection.

Club development: In Switzerland there are probably two clubs dissolving and two 
being established. We currently have 3958 members.

Vienna/Werthmüller: The charges are not being contested, a conviction has been 
made. An attempt will be made to agree upon a method of repayment.
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DK, PK 25.3.13
SIGRISWIL

ACD

Präsidentenkonferenz Sigriswil



In a very detailed and interesting discussion, the participants were able to share 
their knowledge, their realizations and their problems. Fundamentally, all the coun-
tries do their best to maintain the Ambassador philosophy. It seems however, with 
the exception of Switzerland, that there is often a different understanding of the 
meaning and purpose of the club.
In that way, for the Asian club friends a membership in a club has a very high social 
value (that’s why almost every Ambassador in Taiwan and in the Philippines is also a 
member of a service club!). It’s mainly about the “network”.

For the new clubs in the eastern countries, there was also the prevailing opinion that 
it would establish economic ties.

Even Past IAC President Gerold Haenssler said by letter today that our goals are 
probably no longer enough. “Friendship” now has competition with “Facebook” and 
similar social media.

President Michael Moerchel thanks the participants and hopes that we’ll all take into 
account the realizations and that we’ll continue to dedicate ourselves to a positive 
future for the Ambassador Club.

The meeting offered opportunities to maintain contacts and get know others. This 
was especially successful at the pleasant welcoming evening with 50 Ambassadors, 
partners and guests. The only negative aspect was the weather! Three days of fog, it 
was impossible to see Lake Thun or Stockhorn and Niesen!

Telephone conference on 16 April and 3 July 2013

Using the telephone and Skype more often saves time and money!
The review of Sigriswil is very good, but there was not only positive feedback from 
the participants.

The statutes should be revised. Martin Schwarz has declared himself willing.  
He will accept and take into consideration all the requests and suggestions from 
all the NACs.

Public relations/advertisement: The opinion to engage an outside agency has little 
support. The ACA has a project and Erich Keber would like to see this suggestion 
reviewed and supported.

In a heated debate it is once again highlighted that we, the IAC, do not have any 
direct influence and that we cannot demand anything from the members or 
the RACs. Our job is only to formulate suggestions and requests and to create 
a  “framework”, in which each NAC can work according to its ideas.
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90er Ladies Baden-Neuenhof

Am 13. August wurde dieser RAC, bestehend aus lauter jungen «Ladies», alle rund 
um die zwanzig Jahre, an einem würdigen Anlass gegründet und von zahlreichen AC 
Freunden begrüsst. Patenclub ist der 1. Schweizer Damenclub …»Ladies Baden».

The agency “argumenta”, Ms. Kandler, is contracted to work on a PR concept 
for the Ambassador Club.

DK meeting on 13 September 2013 in Innsbruck, at Erich Keber’s home

Michael Moerchel, Franz Gut, Mario Delvecchio, Erich Keber, Fathia Schaer,
Heinz Pfanner, Eric de Meirsman is excused.

The last important meeting was the President’s conference in Sigriswil. Looking 
back, one could say that it was quite successful in every way. There were 27 partici-
pants at the meeting, only the countries of Taiwan, the Philippines and Ukraine were 
absent. There were 50 people at a very dignified welcoming evening event. The 
organization was perfect and thanks to the good will of our club friend H. Wicki 
(Hotel Solbad), we were able to stay within our financial means.

–  The new CHAC President is Adrian Roth.
–  The uncertain situation after the resignation of G. Ferroni in the ACD has cleared 

itself up. The new President is Herman Makowski. Chancellor is Kai Angermayer.
The suggestion to nominate Ruth Götz for the DK was not taken into consideration.

The Romand forum took place as per usual with 75 participants.

Development: Unfortunately, nothing is going in a satisfactory way! A further 
decline of 50 to 100 members is expected in 2013.
Still lying up ahead are the so-called critical clubs that are still registered in our 
directory (Ottawa, Liechtenstein, Riga, Kosice, Ukraine, uncertain circumstances 
in Taiwan and the Philippines. There are also clubs in the directory with one or two 
members!…) That’s easily 100 Ambassadors less!

90er Ladies
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STATUTES

W.  WERTHMÜLLER

ADVERTISING  
CONCEPT

DK, DV, 5.10.13
COMO

ANNUAL 
 STATEMENT

STATUTES

Martin Schwarz has revised the suggestions for the statute changes. The NACUS, 
ACB, ACD, ACF and CHAC extensively commented on and criticized the draft. There 
is massive objection to the change in section 3 (club philosophy). We will refrain 
from changing this section.

Erich Keber reports on the development in the Werthmüller case. W.W. is sentenced 
and obligated to make payments. How and if repayments are possible is still open.
Decision: The private payment of the Vienna invoices by Hans Silbermayr and Klaus 
Hehenberger are to be covered with a loan of about € 21,000. This will be taken 
from the assets of the IAC. The IAC will then look after the settlement of this un-
pleasant situation.

The agency argumenta in Innsbruck is to develop an advertising campaign for the 
NACA as well as for the IAC. The discussion highlights that one has to do something 
in the areas of advertising/promotion. The members will be informed as to what they 
can do for the club. H. PF. is very skeptical. What haven’t we tried in the last 15 
years! His realization from all these plans and projects is this = advertising and 
growth only works with individual members who take care of the desired partner. 
The visibility of our club cannot be heightened with advertising alone! The advertis-
ing campaign and the new brochure will be presented at the ACA DV in Innsbruck on 
14 September 2013.

There are 210 people registered for Como.

DK and 50th Assembly of Delegates on 5 October 2013 in Como / Italy

President Michael Moerchel welcomes 36 delegates and guests to the DV.
In his detailed annual report, he points to many positive experiences. 

For example 
–   the successful DV and anniversary for ACA in Vienna
–   the naming of President Martin Schwarz as an honorary member
–  the appeasement of ACD, – the amazing and valuable President’s conference in 

Sigriswil, – many interesting visits to NACs or special events such as Lake Con-
stance, golfing days, Ski Week…

There are new Presidents: for the ACD Hermann Makowski; for ACF Jean-Benoit 
Torchet; for ACI Francesco Fabbrica; for ACGB Richard Erven and for CHAC Adrian 
Roth.

Erich Keber presents the financial statement for 2012 with the following figures:
Revenues: € 158,813; Expenditures: Club development € 65,980; club leadership 
€ 42,260; club management € 55,475; losses € 4,896 and assets € 191,792.

Statues: The DK presents the suggested changes. The draft took all suggestions and 
objections made by the various NACs into consideration. Now all the positions and 
each section will be discussed individually. Each section will be voted on individually.
We are happy to say that all the delegates unanimously approved the new statues.
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Elections: General 
Secretary: After 12 years, 
Heinz Pfanner is stepping 
down from his position as 
Secretary General. CHAC 
and the DK nominate 
Mario  Delvecchio. He is 
unanimously elected.

Treasurer: Erich Keber is 
nominated for another 
term. He is unanimously 
elected.

DK members: Eric de 
Meirsman is leaving the 
DK. In his place, the ACB 
nominates Dirk Cauwelier. 
He is elected 8 : 1 with 
three abstentions.

Youth exchange: Wolfram Kutsch, AC Bodensee, presents his idea for an interna-
tional  youth exchange. The delegates approvingly took note. Projects are being 
prepared.

Club development: We currently have as per 5.10.2013 3945 members and 
250 RACs.

Eric de Meirsman is bid farewell with a heartfelt thanks for his work in the DK. 
Unfortunately, he is no longer supported by the ACB.

Secretary General Heinz Pfanner is resigning after 12 years of service as IAC General 
Secretary. President Michael Moerchel honors his immense dedication and constant 
show of support with an impressive speech. The delegates give a standing ovation!

A dignified gala evening ends a well-organized Ambassador meeting in the beautiful 
setting of Lake Como.

ELECTIONS

YOUTH

FAREWELL

Alter und neuer Generalsekretär: Heinz Pfanner und 
Mario Delvecchio
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DK meeting on 20 – 21 December 2013 in Baden /Switzerland

The newly elected Management Committee is completely present at this first 
meeting.
President Michael Moerchel/Germany, Vice President Franz Gut/Switzerland, 
 Treasurer Erich Keber/Austria,
General Secretary Mario Delvecchio/CH, Members: Fathia Schaer/France and 
Dirk Cauwelier/Belgium
Guest: Wolfram Kutsch/Germany (youth exchange).

The review of the DV and Ambassador meeting in Como is positive in every way. The 
organizers Erminio Gallina, Mario Delvecchio and Heinz Pfanner did a very good job.

Youth exchange: This task is being worked on by Wolfgang Kutsch of ACD and now 
he is being commissioned by the IAC as well. He will create a program that can be 
implemented with the help of the NACs. The RACs also need to be addressed, as 
the implementation will only succeed with their cooperation.
In Austria there is an “education project” in the works and this also includes 
“youth exchange”.
In Belgium there is already a youth program that works with sponsors. This would 
also be interesting for the ACs.

Rules of procedure: Franz Gut has done a lot of leg work. This outlines the work of 
the DK in a new and detailed way. Noteworthy in particular:
–  The three largest NACs should always be represented in the DK.
–  New compensation: “The President, the Treasurer and the Secretary General 

receive a yearly compensation that is defined in the annual IAC budget.”
–  The IAC supports the NACs with establishing an RAC with € 1000.
–  The President receives the right to use an allowance of € 1000.
–  Newsletter and mailings are the job of the Secretary.

Task delegation:
–  Wolfram Kutsch for the youth exchange.
–  James Dandridge for the USA, Canada and East Asia.
–  Fathia Schaer for France, Italy, Monaco and Great Britain.
–  Dirk Cauwelier for Belgium, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Slovakia and  

Bohemia (CZ).
–  Martina Bergami for marketing and public relations.

Finances: The account balance as per 31.12.2013 totals € 188,977. The invoice for 
Como is  within budget at € 9,360.

Marketing: The suggested PR measures from “argumenta” (Innsbruck) will be 
presented in the ACA.

There will be a “virtual RAC” created in our directory. There members who no longer 
have an RAC can still be a member until they have found a new spot (see statutes).
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2014
On 10 May 2014 the women‘s club AC Thunersee will be founded.

Some years ago a women‘s club – AC  Alliance Thun –  unfortunately dissolved.
Two of the previous members wanted to continue, so Erika Schürch managed to 
found a new club with 21 women within a short time.

DK meeting 23 May 2014 in Thun

The finances are well within the budget. There were fewer expenditures and there-
fore many provisions were able to be entered into the books. A bothersome issue is 
that of the write-offs for countries/clubs that do not pay. All parties need to be 
contacted.

A total of €18,650 was collected for the victims of Typhoon Haiyan in the Philippines.

Dr. Roy Ferrer, Former President of the ACPH, reports on the IAC project “Engage-
ment 2013” in the Philippines. The board member of AC Davao visited the disaster 
areas of Tacloban and Palo. Typhoon Haiyan ravaged the area on 8 November 2013 
and cost the lives of 6,000 people. The extent of the devastation is indescribable. 
The Ambassador’s Club in the Philippines was able to provide support with the help 
of the IAC. This was especially beneficial for the children.

2014

AC THUNERSEE

DK, 23.5.14

TAIFUN HAIYIAN

Help for the victims in the Philippines

AC Thunersee
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Help for the victims in the Philippines

Help for the victims in the Philippines

Help for the victims in the Philippines

Help for the victims in the Philippines

Help for the victims in the Philippines
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RUEDI BURGER
CHAC PRES.

STUDENT 
EXCHANGE

A change of presidents in CHAC. After a year in office, 
Adrian Roth is  giving up his position due to work 
overload. Ruedi Burger of AC Thun is elected in his 
place.

“With CLEAR, DIRECT, AND SIMPLE actions and 
words, I will dedicate  myself with all my heart and 
soul to a lively, imaginative, attractive  house of 
Ambassadors.”

Hartmut Frenzel steps in for Wolfram Kutch in present-
ing current data regarding the youth exchange. Differ-
ent NACs will soon begin their own activities on this subject. The ACD has success-
fully implemented a student exchange with RAC Budapest. The students, who came 
to Karlsruhe, lived in a student dorm. The costs for one year, about €7,000, were 
covered by donations.

–  The Lake Constance meeting was once again a good international event.  
There were 160 participants from Austria, Switzerland, and Germany.

–  A golf tournament in Southampton created many promising contacts.
–  It should be clarified if hotel chains could possibly offer the Ambassadors a special 

price.
–  The virtual RAC is being set up as RAC Monte Carlo.
–  It was decided that Heinz Pfanner will be instated as the archivist.
–  The preparations for the big celebration in Poperinge are in full swing.

Bodenseetreffen 2014

Bodenseetreffen 2014

Bodenseetreffen 2014

Ruedi Burger
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SKYPE

DK, DV 20.9.14
POPERINGE

PHILIPPINES

Bodenseetreffen 2014

1st Skype conference on 11 July 2014

The focus is mainly administrative topics. Subsidies for events and new clubs are 
approved. The agenda for 2015 is planned with three important meetings:
–  NAC Great Britain in January.
–  Far East trip, 7 – 9 days, in April.
–  NAC Hungary and trip to Transylvania in June. If possible, we should meet 

Club Cluj-Napoca/RO in Sibiu.

2nd Skype conference on 12 August 2014

A discussion took place with AC Belgium concerning the Internet. All issues were 
able to be satisfactorily solved.

Unpleasant news comes from Belgium, which will affect the cashier of the NACB. 
It is therefore decided that Thierry Faveere will have to step down as IAC auditor.

DK and 51st Assembly of Delegates on 20 September 2014  
in Poperinge/Belgium

The complete DK, 11 delegates and 11 guests are taking part in the DV.

The NACB is concurrently organizing a big four-day celebration.

Club development:
Compared to Como we lost 66 members, but ACB and CHAC were able to found a 
club. In Belgium, France, Switzerland, Czech Republic and the US, an increase in the 
number of women has been successful.

The annual finances: the different NC are very similar. An effort is being made 
everywhere to find new members. It is often pointed out that all the advertisement, 
flyers, printed media, etc. make no difference if there is no commitment and 
personal contact involved.

Hans Silbermayr reports on the pilot project with the PR agency “argumenta”. The 
IAC supported this with €10,000. He distributes a cube with an advertising message. 
A White Paper (handbook) was created.

In the Philippines everything seems to be running well. R.A. Florencio, Senator, is 
promoting diverse business clubs in the Asian region and is convinced he can make 
the Ambassador Club more popular. Many companies are looking for business 
contacts with the West.

The balance sheet and budget are approved without discussion.
Membership dues will stay at €40.
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ELECTIONS

POPERINGE
PROGRAM

DK, 29.11.14

Elections: Representing the NACD: David Gilliver,  
AC Freiburg, elected to the DK.

Elected as Auditor: J.B. Torchet, RAC Antipolis 
Mathias Herrmann, RAC Darmstadt

The four-day program had, in addition to the mandatory DV, two highlights:
–  a commemoration of the beginning of the First World War in 1914 and
–  the traditional hops festival.

Poperinge and Ypres are 
historical places. The 
invasion by German 
troops began one 
hundred years ago, and 
this is where the most 
horrific battles took 
place. Even today, one 
can still find the remains 
of grenades and war 
munition. It is touching 
that nothing has yet been 
forgotten and how the 
fallen soldiers of all 
countries are remembered with the “Last Post” in Ypres.

The celebrated “hops festival” that took place this weekend showed quite impres-
sively how a joyful life can be led here as well.

DK meeting on 29 November 2014 in Prague

This meeting in Prague was primarily in order to maintain direct contact with the 
Czech members as well as with the Slovenian club. Ivan Koncek thinks that some-
thing will develop in his club. A “mixed” club is being planned by his daughter-in-law.

Financially speaking, everything is 
within budget.

Materials were purchased for a sum of 
€ 29,000. About half was invoiced to the 
NACs.

Youth exchange: Wolfram Kutsch makes 
it known that about 20 families would 
like to host young people. A committee 
now needs to be formed and the NACs 
have to name a “youth delegate”. 
Success can only be achieved with good 
organization. DK Sitzung in Tschechien

Poperinge/BPoperinge/B
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2015

DK, SKYPE

DK, 15.6.15
BUDAPEST

MARKETING

2015
1st DK Skype meeting 2 March 2015, 19:00

Invoices for Poperinge: All of the correct receipts still have not been received. 
The DK cannot understand how club members and helpers charged €45 per hour. 
The organization of a DV is usually executed by an RAC and in that case only actual 
expenses (not wages!) are invoiced.

The NACA would like to potentially present an award in Austria and is looking for 
support of €6,000.

2nd DK meeting on 15 June 2015 in Budapest

Outstanding dues: It is always the same countries that are behind on dues or are 
not paying at all. For the time being no countries will be dropped, but contact will be 
made with all of them. A clear regulation needs to be set.

Marketing: There are currently important projects underway.
–  The pilot project for the ACA. The PR agency “argumenta” has developed many 

suggestions for the AC advertisement. We’re looking for a “unique selling point”!
–  An Ambassador “Award” is being presented. The target audience should be the 

youth.
–  The ACD would like to contract a specialized PR agency for a larger review of the 

Ambassador Club. “Brand Trust working paper”. We are looking for a unique selling 
point for this too! For the financing, each ACD member should pay €1 a month for 
20 months.

–  Each of the three suggestions sees a difference in opinions and there are sure to 
be critical discussions.

Youth exchange:
–  Wolfram Kutsch presents his “charter” for the activity involved with the youth 

exchange. This is approved and published.

Reports:
–  There were meetings in Vigevano /Italy, in Ferndown/Great Britain and in Newport/

US (a club was founded here!).
–  A meeting with the NACB regarding the Poperinge invoice will hopefully lead to a 

good solution soon.

DK organization:
–  The question being asked is why no one from the East is represented in the DK. 

Mario Delvecchio explains that when there are too many DK member, leadership 
as well as organization of the IAC is no longer efficient.
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AC AWARD
SCHAFFHAUSEN

AC SKI WEEK

Three examples of interesting club programs:

RAC Schaffhausen awarded its “Ambassador” prize for the 21st time on 24 February 
2015. This year the award went to the “borrowed grannies”! In attendance were the 
council of state members Gehrmann and Minder, national councilwoman Munz and 
government council president Ernst Landolt.

The international Ambassador Ski Week lives on! Urs Gurtner of AC Niesen took over 
its organization four years ago and we happily acknowledge that this super AC event 
is flourishing in the best spirit of the Ambassador concept!
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Traumhaft schöne Landschaft
Die Organisatoren Urs und Brigitte 
Gurtner sportlich …

Stefan Müller (ganz links), Vizepräsident des AC Schaffhausen, und OK-Chef Patrik 
Bolliger überreichen den «Leih-Omas» die mit einem Kerzenleuchter symbolisi-
erte Auszeichnung «Der Ambassador».

Die Preisträgerinnen

Berührende musikalische Umrah-
mung: Vreni Winzeler mit ihrem 
Behinderten-Chor Altravoce.



1 AUGUST
CELEBRATION

(SWISS NATIONAL 
DAY)

The Swiss National Day, 1 August, will be celebrated together with 32 members of 
the very active AC Antipolis in Antibes!
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AC Antipolis-France bei der Villa Ephrussi de 
 Rothschild

Ambassador Club Antipolis –  
1.-Augustfeier 2014

Ambassador Club 
Antipolis –  
1.-Augustfeier 2014

Ambassador Club Antipolis –  
1.-Augustfeier 2014

Auf der Piste … Flagge zeigen...

Fototermin vor der Abfahrt …



DK, DV 26.9.15
BADEN

ELECTIONS

ASIAN CONGRESS

HONORARY  
MEMBER
MICHAEL  
MOERCHEL

DK and 52nd Assembly of Delegates on 26 September 2015 in Baden

There are 15 countries represented. A total of 28 members are taking part in this DV. 
It is also the 50th anniversary of AC Baden.

Club development shows that the diminishment of membership can be stopped. In 
the ACB, the USA and the Philippines each a new club was founded. In Switzerland 
there is a new women’s club and a mixed club. In Malaysia, the first RAC is being 
founded. The finances for 2014 make for only one point of intense discussion. The 
Poperinge accounts are still not finished.

There are two different invoices for the gala evening and it has been determined that 
over €10,000 has been billed for voluntary work. This is absolutely unacceptable.

OK President Klaas Lecluyse and Vice Dirk Cauwelier are being held responsible for 
this unpleasant situation. It has come to our attention that, in their roles in the NACB 
board, both were responsible for quite a number of negative developments.

Elections:

IAC President:  Franz Gut, CHAC, is unanimously elected IAC President.

Members:   Fathia Schaer, ACF, unanimously elected. 
Martina Bergami, ACD, unanimously elected.  
She will be Vice President. 
James Dandridge, US, elected 11 : 2. 
René Florencio, NACPH, elected 11 : 2.

In 2017, the NAC Philippines will look back at 30 years of the Ambassador Club. 
That’s why this event should be truly celebrated. It is decided: there will be an  
IAC – Asia – USA – Europe congress in 2017 in the Philippines.

The delegates bid farewell 
to President Michael 
Moerchel for his dedi-
cated service to the DK 
since 2000 and as IAC 
President since 2012, 
with a standing ovation 
and appointment as an 
honorary member. At the 
gala evening there will be 
an official acknowledge-
ment.
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2016

DK, 9.1.16
LUCERNE

WERTHMÜLLER
CASE

TWO SIGNATURES 
NECESSARY

YOUTH PROGRAM

2016
1st DK meeting on 9 January 2016 in Lucerne

The new management committee is complete at this first meeting:
President Franz Gut, Vice President Martina Bergami, Treasurer Erich Keber,
General Secretary Mario Delvecchio, Members: Fathia Schaer, David Gillier,  
René Florencio, James Dandridge,

Finances: The annual statement cannot be properly finalized because the following 
outstanding dues need to be regulated:
AC Slovenia, Liechtenstein, Latvia, Romania and Ukraine all have open invoices that 
go back up to four years. Since complaints and contacts have brought nothing, it has 
been decided that if dues are not paid this year, these clubs will be dropped.

The Werthmüller case is still unsolved. It can hardly be expected that more 
 payments will be made and so the balance must be written off.

This case (and one in Belgium) is food for thought. The President would like to 
change the payment terms of the IAC. There is no distrust in the Treasurer but for 
larger sums two signatures should be necessary. This proposal should be decided on 
in Paris and then it can be added to the statutes. This will hardly be necessary 
because this can be decided on by each DK itself and determined in business 
regulations. There is also no way to monitor the NACs.

CHAC makes a proposal in regards to the homepage/Internet. Clarifications are 
made concerning what a new editor costs and what kinds of advantages can be 
expected.

Youth program: The DK is of the opinion that the IAC initiated the youth program and 
it is now up to the individual NACs to make something out of it.
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OLMA

Reports:
–  The planned congress in the Philippines for 2017 will be organized as a President’s 

conference.
–  The ACA will offer and award for students within the framework of their PR pro-

ject.
–  The Christmas celebration in Vigevano was exceptionally well organized by Erminio 

Gallina and the Lion’s Club Vigevano.
–  The Franco-Romand forum was very successful, as there were also many Ambas-

sadors there from France.
–  The first Olma Ambassador meeting was successfully carried out for 80 partici-

pants from the cantons of Bern, Ticino, Lucerne and St. Gallen by AC St. Gallen in 
cooperation with President Thomas Frank.

–  Hong Kong: The secretariat received an email on 6 January which brought the 
news that the AC Hong Kong had been dissolved.

–  Dirk Cauwelier announces his resignation from the DK with a written statement 
full of unfounded accusations. The DK dismisses it.

–  Belgium should be represented in the DK and so a suggestion is expected.
–  Klaas Lecluyse and Dirk Cauwelier have left the Ambassador Club.
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BHUTANBhutan: Mario Delvecchio took the opportunity to participate in one of the last club 
visits organized by Sepp Riedmann in Bhutan. He reports on an interesting, partly 
strenuous trip but also on a warm welcome by the AC friends from Club Thimphu. 
Note that in 2004 Sepp Riedmann, in collaboration with Austria, started and carried 
out a socio-cultural project in Bhutan. He was then successful in founding an 
AC club.
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Bhutan Bhutan

Das Tigernest (Taktsang), in einer 
Felswand liegendes Kloster aus dem 
17. Jahrhundert Bhutan

Treffen mit Clubfreunden vom RAC Thimphu



UNIQUE SELLING 
POINT

ACD

CHAC DV,
18.6.16
BERN

ACB: The accounts for Poperinge are still a topic of discussion. It continues to 
revolve around a demanded payment of €2,500.This claim is not substantiated. The 
DK would like to accommodate the new Belgian board as far as possible, but 
requires more detailed documentation.

ACD: ACD President Herman Makowski has surprised everyone with an immediate 
resignation. He had personally invested a lot in the “Brand Trust” PR project (and 
probably had also already signed). The ACD board did not support this however due 
to the extremely high costs. Therefore, Hermann Makowski has stepped down from 
all of his positions.
Vice President Christa Bussmann has taken over leadership of the ACD.

Club development:
–  James Dandridge informs us that he has contacts in the following areas: Brazil, 

Barbados, Canada (Toronto, Ottawa), in the USA in New York and San Diego and in 
South Korea.

–  René Florencio reports that in the Philippines, a junior club with 22 members has 
been founded in Manila. A further six or so clubs have been founded (?).

–  Mario Delvecchio has contacts in Sicily and there is great interest for a new club.
–  Innsbruck is trying to found a women’s club. This is being supported with €1,000.
–  The IAC dues for new clubs is being reduced to €500. Founding the club is the 

responsibility of the NAC itself.

“Unique selling point”

•  The search for the typical AC “feature” began two years ago when the Innsbruck 
PR agency “argumenta” was contracted by the ACA/IAC. Aside from our own ad 
suggestions, not much success has materialized except for a different formulation 
of our concept written down in the form of a “White Paper”.

•  Hermann Makowski of ACD then took over this task. He wanted to follow up on 
the PR project “Brand Trust”. However, he encountered such immense resistance 
that it led to his resignation.

•  In March, AC Stuttgart organized a discussion evening with regards to this topic. 
After asking President Gerhard Ferroni further questions, he had to admit with all 
honesty that after long, intense conversations, no real effective and memorable 
slogan could be found. You can look at it any way you want...the service clubs are 
one important feature ahead of us with their responsibility to “helpfulness”.

The ACD has a new President, Albert Dittmar of AC Mittelrhein. Christa Bussmann is 
Vice President and Hein Wilken is Chancellor.

Assembly of Delegates of CHAC on 18 June 2016 in Bern and  
60th anniversary of the Ambassador Club

The DV runs smoothly, including the election of President Ruedi Burger, the new 
Central Secretary Urs Gurtner and the board, without a single vote!

For the opening of the meeting, club friend and State Councilman Werner Luginbühl 
of AC Niesen brought greetings and good wishes from the city and federal govern-
ment. He committed to the fundamental content of our club concept with impres-
sive statements.
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PANEL DISCUSSION 
IN BERN

18.6.16

“60 YEARS”
CELEBRATION

60. Jubiläumsdelegierten versammlung CHAC vom 18. Juni 2016

60. Delegiertenversammlung CHAC

A highlight for the delegates and guests is to be the panel discussion. Moderated by 
Andrea Vetsch (SRF moderator of “10 vor 10”), the following topics were on the 
table:

“60 Years of the Ambassador Club. What now?”

Why am I an Ambassador?
 Why should I become an Ambassador?
 What do I expect from the Ambassador Club in the future?

These questions were posed last year in Lugano and answered by some young 
members. This panel discussion presents the opportunity to discuss said questions 
with these Ambassadors (they currently don’t have an office in the AC).
Five Ambassadors and one female Ambassador were the discussion partners on the 
panel and answered the questions from their point of view. Those who were expect-
ing to hear some rousing ideas were disappointed. Effectively, a precise picture of 
the current situation in the Ambassador Club was presented.
On the one hand, there are Ambassadors who, in extreme cases, think only their 
club is important (“you should be able to sit at one table”), hardly maintain contacts 
with their neighbors, not to mention international relationships. Then there are those 
Ambassadors that only occasionally have contact with other clubs or hold events.
On the other hand, there are those new ladies and gentlemen who join for friend-
ship, but especially for a network, contacts and perhaps social engagement as well 
(fair trade!).

It’s a shame that none of the board members with responsibility, such as the 
President of CHAC or the IAC, took part in the discussion.

The social part of the “60 
years” anniversary event 
commenced in the “Schwellen-
mätteli” restaurant with an 
evening BBQ. On Saturday, an 
extensive sight-seeing program 
was organized for the guests 
and the evening’s events took 
place in the Stade de Suisse 
Champions Lounge with about 
160 guests.
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60. Delegiertenversammlung CHAC

60. Delegiertenversammlung CHAC

60. Delegiertenversammlung CHAC

60. Delegiertenversammlung CHAC

60. Delegiertenversammlung CHAC

60. Delegiertenversammlung CHAC

60. Delegiertenversammlung CHAC
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COMMUNICATION

YOUTH EXCHANGE

AMBASSADOR
AWARD

ACD + ACNL

FIRST MEETING

CLUB
DEVELOPMENT

The NACs of Switzerland, Belgium and Austria maintain communication with 
exceptional club newsletters. NAC Germany also had a very good newspaper, but 
now the communication has been transferred online. All events are published only 
on the AC homepage. The IAC newsletters are posted online, as well. Rarely do you 
find something to read from the other NACs.

The concept for the international youth exchange has been approved at various 
meetings of national representatives. The exchange began in 2015/16 with two 
young people.

At the ACA DB on 24.10.2015, a concept supporting the purpose of the youth 
development was unanimously approved.
With the “Ambassador award”, the Ambassador Club Austria is awarding a prize 
Austria-wide to noteworthy education projects in kindergartens, schools, vocational 
institutes, universities and other educational establishments that encourage the core 
values of the Ambassador Club
– freedom, human dignity, tolerance, solidarity and trust –
in society. The regional clubs were encouraged to keep a look out for exciting pro-
jects.
This prize will be awarded for the first time at the Assembly of Delegates on 10 Sep-
tember 2016 in Vienna.

The first German-Dutch Ambassador meeting in Nijmegen/NL

More than 50 Ambassador friends will be underway in the Rhine—Waal border area 
during the first weekend in July to put our concept of transcending borders into 
practice. After many attempts, Hein Wilken (Chancellor of NACD), and a representa-
tive from the western region – initially Ulrich Taureg, then Albert Dittmar – were 
successful in organizing a meeting this year in the euro region between Germany 
and the Netherlands.
A great itinerary was offered.
In short: An exciting event that would surely attract many friends if planned again. 
The western region of the ACD will be sending out invitations for 2017.

The efforts made in the last few years by the IAC board of directors are taking effect! 
There has been growth! In 2015 and 2016, 14 RACs were founded! In the Philippines 
alone three RACs! A new RAC has also been founded in a new country, namely 
Malaysia. It must be said, however, that during the same time frame eight RACs, 
partially due to age, dissolved.
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SICILY The last new club was founded on 
9 July 2016 in Canicatti in Sicily.  
General Secretary Mario Delvecchio 
really put forth a great effort for this.

Sizilien

Sizilien

Sizilien
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QUOTESHere are some quotes from the congratulations received  
for the 60th anniversary of the Ambassador Club:

“IT IS PRICELESS TO HAVE FRIENDS 
THAT LISTEN, STAND BY YOU AND EN-
RICH YOUR LIFE” AND: “KEEP UP THE 
GOOD WORK.” 

Gerold Haenssler, IAC President 1992 –1994

“I DON’T KNOW WHAT MY LIFE WOULD 
HAVE BEEN LIKE WITHOUT THE AMBAS-
SADOR CLUB.”

Franz Gut sen AC Luzern

… “THERE ARE NO STRANGERS HERE, 
ONLY FRIEND YOU HAVEN’T YET MET”…

Boy Mijares, President NACPH

…WHEREVER FRIENDLY PATHS INTER-
SECT THE WHOLE WORLD LOOKS LIKE 
HOME FOR A TIME. (HERMANN HESSE). 
“THIS FEELING OF HOME CAN BE FELT 
BY EACH AND EVERY ONE OF US WHO 
OPENS THEMSELVES UP TO EXPERIENC-
ES WITH CLUB FRIENDS.” 

Klaus Hehenberger, President ACA
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Looking back on the years  
2006 to 2016
It seems that all the immense efforts made by the management committee in the last few years have been worth 
it. The main task was to overcome stagnation and reach the right path forward. The IAC suggested and supported 
so many things:

Workshops, mission statements, master plans, strategies, new horizons, the House of Ambassadors and consul-
tations from PR firms...together, all these things have probably led us, hopefully, to turn the corner.

Table 2013 – 2016
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 1 Switzerland 1956 2 33 78 1637 5 45 79 1630 4 42 81 1658 4 68 82 1665

 2 Germany 1959 11 125 62 903 7 118 61 881 7 121 53 819 7 124 52 806

 3 Italy 1961 3 3 43 2 3 37 2 3 32 4 4 52

 4 Austria 1962 1 7 17 314 1 6 16 306 15 283 15 287

 5 France 1966 1 18 12 128 1 19 10 107 1 23 8 96 1 34 9 117

 6 Netherlands 1975 5 4 51 5 4 51 5 4 52 5 4 53

 7 Great Britain 1977 3 39 3 35 3 35 3 35

10 Taiwan 1979 2 5 43 2 5 43 6 5 44 10 5 44

11 Belgium 1982 6 66 39 520 3 69 40 520 4 75 37 521 7 92 37 513

12 Philippines 1983 1 18 4 61 13 4 58 17 4 47 36 6 93

13 USA 1983 14 3 43 19 3 44 21 4 63 27 4 67

15 Hungary 1990 6 58 6 57 6 59 1 6 54

16 Bohemia CZ 1991 3 21 2 3 23 2 3 23 2 3 23

18 Slovakia 1991 1 8 1 9 2 9 2 9

19 Ukraine 1992 2 7 2 7 2 7 2 7

20 Romania 1992 1 10 1 10 1 10 1 10

21 Sweden 1994 2 1 9 2 1 9 2 1 9 3 1 9

23 Hong Kong 1995 2 1 6 2 1 6 2 1 6 2 1 6

25 Finland 2003 1 14 1 14 1 14 1 14

26 Bhutan 2004 3 1 13 3 1 13 3 1 13 3 1 13

28 Latvia 2007 1 14 1 14 1 14 1 14

29 Canada 2010 2 1 5 2 1 5 2 1 5 2 1 5

30 Liechtenstein 2010 1 7 1 7 1 7 1 7

31 Malaysia 2015 10 1 23 10 1 23

32 RAC Internet 2015 1 10 3 1 12

24 Countries 22 300 250 3954 17 309 246 3887 16 333 240 3859 19 426 244 3937
 

14 South Africa 1985 dissolved,  17 Zaire 1993 dissolved,  22 Poland 2000 dissolved,  24 Moldavia 2000 dissolved

8 Norway 2011 dissolved,  9 Spain 2010 dissolved,   27 Denmark 2011 dissolved 

Member numbers as of 1 August 2016: 244 RAC, 3937 Members (418 women, 3519 men).
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Review – Outlook
The founding members had no idea what they were starting:
– what a club is,
– what is required,
– how much work and idealism has to be invested.

Administration (secretariat, accounts, personnel problems), marketing, materials 
(flags, hotel panels, car badges, signets, pins), financial planning and budgeting: all 
the things that have to be managed when you found a club.

The reason why Ambassador Club was chosen as the name is not documented 
anywhere. It’s possible that at the time, Ambassador was a synonym for “good”, 
“noble”, and “valuable”.

The club philosophy, the club idea, is, on the one hand, characterized by very high 
ethical concepts. This is especially esteemed by German and Austrian academics 
and is evident in the quite impressive speeches that are given at large events. On 
the other hand, it is often a point of criticism that the purpose, the meaning of the 
club, is not easily grasped on a practical level. This comes through in the repeated 
discussions regarding the statutes and marketing. The purpose and aim of the club, 
leadership, and federalism are important key words.

The development is equally astonishing. Especially surprising is that the club actually 
managed to survive the major crisis that emerged in the founding club Bern in 
1959/1960. The club sent the founding members packing, and when this was 
unsuccessful, allowed for the entire RAC Bern (35 members) to be dissolved. Within 
six months, however, RAC Bern was founded again!

In general, stronger growth was expected. It appears, however, that it is very 
difficult to spread the club idea when there is not an active and enthusiastic party to 
support it on the ground. And all this despite the immense financial commitment by 
today’s standards. In Switzerland, however, many RACs with large numbers were 
founded within the first few years. Some clubs even had to consider a membership 
cap.

From today’s perspective, the basic democratic focus, with its strong federalist 
structure, chosen by the founding members made for a unique selling point in 
contrast with other clubs, but it is also difficult to “market”. Many members are in 
the Ambassador Club precisely because of this, including myself. In my opinion, the 
founding principles of the Ambassador Club can best be lived in this way.

Gerold Haenssler, IAC President from 1992 to 1994, writes in his congratulations:
60 years. What now? “What’s the point of this question? Carry on!”

The opinion of this worthy longtime AC member shows us that the efforts to found a 
new club are worth it, in established NACs as well as in all the other countries of the 
world. The spread of our idea, based on freedom, human dignity, solidarity, tolerance 
and trust, is – in conjunction with the organization of multi-cultural events – the main 
focus of the governing bodies especially, but also of each Ambassador member.
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The Ambassador Club has been quite successful in 60 years. Naturally there were 
some setbacks. This led to discussions within individual NACs as well as in the IAC, 
such as:

What now?

Why am I an Ambassador?

Why should I become an Ambassador?

What do I expect from the Ambassador Club in the future?

What is the Ambassador Club

The debates regarding our founding principles and the possible gain of new mem-
bers is far from over.

I’m calling on all the young Ambassadors and those who are young at heart to have 
this discussion and, according to the federalist system, to define the future of the 
ACs for the national board and the IAC management committee. A compromise 
must be found within the plethora of ideas.

I am convinced that in the coming 60 years, the Ambassador Club will further 
develop based on the last six decades of history and with forward-thinking ideas for 
the future.

Financial comparison

Who would pay a membership fee of about 200 EUR today (just for the IAC)? 
Or what would people say about an annual IAC fee of about 100 EUR?

The value comparison with 2014 is interesting: 

•  Official purchasing power  
conversion: (1956: 100 CHF) = 2014  432 CHF/ 360 €

•  The membership fee  
for the IAC today would be: (1956: 50 CHF) = 2014  216 CHF / 180 €

   2014  no fees

•  The annual fee  
for the IAC today would be:  (1956: 24 CHF)  = 2014  104 CHF / 83 €

   2014  40 €

 The membership fee for the founding club AC Bern was 150 CHF = today 649 CHF!
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Statistics
IAC Presidents

1956 – 1958  Werner von Niederhäusern  AC Bern

1959 – 1961  Theophil von Mandach  AC Bern 

1962 – 1967  Willy Ammann  AC St. Gallen

1968 – 1970  Guido Ebneter  AC Lucerne

1971 – 1976  Georges Grosjean  AC Geneva

1977 – 1979  Helmut Clauss  AC Münster (D)

1980 – 1985  Jean-Pierre Schadt  AC Geneva

1986 – 1991  Arno Meier  AC Baden

1992  Willy Daemelinck, died after 10 days in office AC Kortrijk (B) 

1992 – 1994  Gerold Haenssler  AC Riviera Vaudoise (CH)

1995 – 1997  Christian François  AC Juan-les-Pins (F)

1998 – 2000  Paul Hauquier  AC Pajottenland (B)

2000 – 2003  Georges Oksakowski  AC Feldkirch (A)

2003 – 2006  Paul Bennett  AC Ferndown (GB)

2006 – 2012  Martin Schwarz  AC Bern 80

2012 – 2015  Michael Moerchel  AC Bonn (D)

2015 – 20…  Franz Gut  AC Lucerne (CH) 

Honorary members 

1956 – 1961  Paul Hess AC Bern

1962 – 1967  Gallus Bärlocher  AC St. Gallen 

1968 – 1972  Max Müller  AC Lucerne 

1973 – 1978  Walter Rohner  AC Bern 

1979 – 1990  Arthur Bisegger  AC Baden 

1991 – 1992  François Gasser a.i.  AC Bern 80 

1992 – 1994  Louis Thiede a.i.  AC Baden 

1995 – 2001  Hans Rohrer  AC Bern 56

2001 – 2013  Heinz Pfanner  AC Thun 

2014 – 20…  Mario Delvecchio  AC Vom Stein Baden
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Treasurers

1956 – 1960  Paul Hess (Secretary)  AC Bern

1961 – 1966  Gallus Bärlocher  AC St. Gallen 

1967 – 1982  Werner Frey AC Lucerne

1983 – 1990  Max Tanner AC Lugano 

1991 – 2001  Martin Schwarz  AC Bern80

2002 – 2005  Peter Fischer  AC Nürnberg/D

2005  Georg Schmeiser, only 6 months  AC Baden-Baden/D

2005 – 2010  René Hostens  AC Roeselare Senior/B

2010 – …  Erich Keber  AC Innsbruck 2011/A

Honorary members

2006  Helmut Clauss  Member since 1960 in AC Münster, ACD.  
IAC President 1977 – 1979, distinguished himself by 
founding new clubs in the USA, Hong Kong, Taiwan 
and the Philippines.

2006  Heinz Pfanner  Member since 1979 in AC Thun. Member in  
ZV CHAC 1997 – 2001,  Founder and organizer of  
30 international AC Ski Weeks, IAC Secretary General 
2001– 2013.

2012  Martin Schwarz  Member since 1980 in AC Bern80, IAC Auditor 
1981 – 1991, IAC Treasurer 1991 – 2001, IAC Vice 
President 2003 – 2006, IAC President 2006 – 2012. 
Was extremely dedicated to the Ambassador Club 
throughout all the years..

2015  Dr. Michael Moerchel  since 1991 in AC Bonn, member of the  
IAC DK 1999 – 2006, Vice President 2006 – 2012,  
IAC President 2012 – 2014. Was very dedicated  
to the Ambassador Club.

All club foundings

This lists includes all countries and all RAC foundings. In the last 60 years, Ambassa-
dor Clubs were founded in 31 countries. Today there are still RACs in 24 countries 
and there are 13 NACs with voting rights. It should be noted, however, that around 
five to six countries and some RACs are unfortunately on the “critical list”. There also 
positive prospects; thanks to the major efforts made in 2016, a number of RACs will 
be founded.
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Club foundings from 1956 to 9 August 2016

1st founding RAC total RACs on Members as of

founded dissolved 09.08.2016 09.08.2016

1 Switzerland 1956 99 17 82 1664

2 Germany 1959 110 58 52 804

3 Italy 1961 17 13 4 52

4 Austria 1962 30 15 15 286

5 France 1966 32 23 9 117

6 The Netherlands 1975 9 5 4 53

7 Great Britain 1977 10 7 3 35

8 Norway 1979 3 3 0 0

9 Spain 1979 12 12 0 0

10 Taiwan 1979 8 3 5 44

11 Belgium 1982 58 21 37 514

12 Philippines 1983 14 8 6 90

13 USA 1983 7 3 4 67

14 South Africa / Pretoria 1985 1 1 0 0

15 Bohemia / CZ 1990 5 2 3 15

16 Hungary 1990 9 3 6 54

17 Zaire/Congo / Lubumbashi 1991 1 1 0 0

18 Slovakia 1991 8 6 2 9

19 Ukraine 1992 5 3 2 7

20 Romania 1992 9 8 1 10

21 Sweden 1994 5 4 1 9

22 Poland 1994 1 1 0 0

23 Hongkong 1995 1 1 6

24 Moldavia 1995 3 3 0 0

25 Finland 2003 1 1 14

26 Bhutan 2004 1 1 13

27 Denmark 2004 3 3 0 0

28 Latvia 2007 1   1 14

29 Liechtenstein 2010 1 1 7

30 Canada 2010 1 1 5

31 Malaysia 2015 1 1 23

32 RAC Internet 2015 1 1 12

IAC on 9.8.2016 467 223 244 3924

467  Total club foundings

223   Total clubs dissolved

244  RACs on 9.8.2016 with 3924 members
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